lifornia 


Ca 


Accession No. 


Date 4.2.22 


ee ea 
og Se 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
Kahle/Austin Foundation 


https://archive.org/details/extractsfromwrit0000kend ~ 


ae COR A. OTS 


THE WRITINGS 
FRANCIS FENELON, 


ARCHBISHOP OF CAMBRAY. 


WITH 


SOME MEMOIRS OF HIS LIFE. 


TO WHICH ARE ADDED 
Reeke aE Ke Road, 
EXPRESSIVE OF 
LOVE AND FRIENDSHIP, 


THE WRITER NOT KNOWN. 


| 


Recommended to the Perufal and Notice of the Religioufly difpoied. 
; * 


| 


THE SECOND EDITION, 


| 


By JOHN KENDALL, 


LONDON: 

7 PRINTED AND SOLD BY 

' PHILLIPS ann FARDON, 
GEORCE YARD, 


LOMBARD STREET. 
oe 


1805. 


x 
S 
C 


en 
WO YR x, oe 


; v 
ASIA ART ig H 
» rl 4‘ 
4 “yy 
7 ’ 
Re dat tae! 


Vipekceey tn Pi 


ara pines | 
. pede GR Gee xen ay, 


“LAG i 


{as oe Br! 1 J 
piwe >.7 3 t ee ae r 
nt om 4 - -t AGG4AO  . | 
a ; i. * ie 2 
a+ <r wr abas ly * . 
BSAC: AOD AWA aeas% ‘ Bs : 
a aay BS navn | 


F : 
i nae ' 


PREFACE, 


ass Epiror of the following Abftraé 
met with fo much inftru@tion in reading 
the Archbifhop of Cambray’s writings, -ag to 
incline him to feleét certain parts of them, 
with a view to his own profit in fome future 
time; and having proceeded further in it than 
he at firft expeéted, concludes to publifh them 
in a {mall volume for the benefit of others. 

AND as this may come into the hands of 
fome who have not had opportunity of knowing 
much concerning this good man, the following 
fhort memoirs of his life, are added, written 
foon after his death, by one of his intimate 
acquaintance. 

Wuen he accepted the Archbifhoprick of 
Cambray, he refigned the Abby of St. Vallery,. 
which had been given to him by the King, with- 
out afking it for any of his friends ; the King 
wondered at it, and prefled him to keep it; 
but he reprefented that the revenues of OG 
bifhoprick being more than fufficient, he though 
himfelf in that cafe wherein the-canons forbid 
pluralities of benefices. He relinquifhed, at the 
fame time, the priory, which he had from his 
uncle. So rare a difintereftednefs gained him 
great refpeét, but it alfo occafioned a certain’ 
grudge againft him, in thofe perfons whom 
his example condemned.. This was: about the 
year 1695. 

Tue high favour he was now in feemed to” 
promife.a greater.advancement ;- but there arofe. 
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a ftorm againft him, which carried him for ever 
from the court. He became acquainted with 
Madam Guyon, a religious and virtuous wo- 
man; for whom he had conceived a favourable 
opinion, and refufed to condemn her writings, 
as was defired of him.* This gave offence to 
dome of his former friends, and he was repre- 
fented as an ob{tinate man, incapable of fub- 
miffion to the judgment of his brother prelates. 
They were further difpleafed with a book he 
had written to explain his fentiments more 
fully ; and with thefe impreflions the king was 
induced to confine him in his diocefe, and to 
deprive his relations of their employments, and 
banifh his friends from court. His good under- 
ftanding, and the purity of his life, were no 
' longer confidered: his friend was to pafs for a 
whimfical enthufiaftical woman ;_ and himfelf for 
the promoter of a fenfelefs and profane fec. 

Thus confined to his diccefe, he there en- 
joyed that peace of mind which never fails to 
accompany pure virtue. He applied himflf to 
make men good and happy, by difcharging, 
with great care, all the fuctions of his epifcopal 
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* This excellent woman was much perfecuted by fome 
ofthe Bifhops, and at length imprifoned; where fhe re- 
mained fome years fick, and in a fuffering condition. She 
often requefted that her crime might be fpecified, and 
proved :—but her enemies not being able to make any 
thing appear again{t her, fhe was at length difcharged out 
of cuftody, and exiled to Blois, where fhe lived near twelve 
years, honoured and refpeéted, for her good under{tand- 
ing, fincere piety, pure and modeft virtues even by thofe 
who had the ftrongeft prejudices againft her, : 
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character; he aflifted at the examinations of 
perfons who were about to be appointed to the 
minifterial office, and had conferences with them 
every week upon the principles of religion, in 
which he liftened to their enquiries with great 
patience, and gave his anfwers with a fatherly 
goodnefs. 

NotwitHstaAnpinG the diforders occafioned 
by the war, he was very afliduous in the vifitation 
of his-diocefe, and preached in every church. 
All his fermons came from the abundance of 
his heart, without being written down. In 
thefe publick difcourfes love was the great 
point in which he made every thing terminate ; 
but it was fuch a love as produces and perfeéts 
all the Chriftian virtues. He avoided all refined 
ideas, and fuperfluous ornaments, which are 
contrary to the fimplicity of the gofpel: and 
fought only to fpeak as becomes a good father, . 
fo as to comfort, relieve, and enlighten his 
flock. In confidering the affairs of the diocefe, 
he never took advantage from his rank, or his 
talents to decide in any matter by his authority 
alone, without perfuafion. ‘ The fhepherd,’ 
he ufed to fay, ‘ has yet more need of being 

© docile than the flock: he muft be continually 
* learning, that. he may be able to teach, and’ 
© muft oftentimes obey, in order to govern 
‘ well.. The wife man increafes his own wifdom 
‘ by that which he gathers from another,’ 

' ‘Tue Bifhop’s practice was agreeable to his 
doétrine, fevere to himfelf: he did. not, how-: 
ever, affect an auftere air, but was cheerful in 


‘ 


Cie 


all his deportment. He flept little, and was 
very moderate in his diet: and allowed himfelf 
no pleafure, but what is found in filling up. his 
duty. His chief recreation was to take the 
air; and when he went thus abroad, ke fpenr 
the time either in ufeful converfation with his 
friends, or in feeking fome occafion to do good 
tothe people. If he met with any of the pea- 
fants in his way, he would afk them queftions 
about the ftate of their family, and gave them 
advice how to regulate their little affairs, and 
to lead a religious life. Sometimes he went 
into thcir cottages to fpeak to them of God; 
and to comfort them under the hardfhips they 
endured. He became, in a manner, one of them, 
through the tendernefs of a heart deeply affected 
with the love of a Saviour, who was poor. 

Poor himfelf, in the midft of plenty, he 
gave almoft all his revenue away to hofpitals ; 
young clergymen, who he educated; decayed 
gentlemen; and perfons of all ranks, and of 
different nations, who, during the time of war, 
were within the reach of his generofity. 

“Bur thefe things, which were generally ad- 
mired in him, were nothing in comparifon of 
that divine life, by which he walked with God, 
like Enoch, and was unknown to men. It is, 
however, Chriftianiry alone which can raife to 
that peace of the Holy Spirit, and inward tran- 
quility, which excludes not only unprofitable 
actions, but even ufelefs thoughts. This inter- 
nal quietude he endeavoured to attain, while 
he was outwardly employed in performing the 
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duties of humanity, religicn, and his vocation: 
The piety he taught was far from leading to 
a refined deifm, and an independance on all 
vifible authority ; as his adverfaries infinuated, 
it furnifhed, on the contrary, the moft folid 
proof of true Chriftianity. His thoughts con- 
cerning the ftate of man by nature, are, that 
he is born difeafed, but that. the remedy is 
ever at hand to. cure him.. The light, which 
enlightens.every man that comes into the world, 
is never wanting. Every man fhall be judged 
by the law which he has known, and not by 
that which he has net... No one fhall be con- 
demned, but for negleéting to.profit by what he 
knew : the religion of Chrift confifts in charity. 
The ceremonies and priefthood are but falutary 
aid to fuccour our weaknefs ; outward and fen. 
fible figns to increafe in ourfelyes. and others 
the knowledge and love of our common father, 
Very foon thefe means fhall ceafe, the fhadows 
fhall difappear, and the true temple be opened. 
_ Jesus Curist has taught us to look upon 
this life, this fhort moment of our banifhment, 
here below, as the infancy of our being, and 
as an obfcure night, in which all the pleafures 
we meet with are but tranfient dreams ; and all 
the evils we feel but wholefome bitters, to wean 
us from the love of this world, and make us 
prefs forward to our true and native country. 
Penetrated with a fenfe of our nothingnefs, our 

inability, and blindnefs, he would have us pre- 
~-fent ourfelves before him, the Being of beings; 
that he may imprefs his image upon our fouls; 
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enlighten and animate us; and thereby produce 
m us the choiceft virtues, till at length being 
made wholly conformable to him, he fhall con- 
fummate us in his divine fellowfhip. This is 
that worfhip in Spirit and in Truth, of which 
the gofpel fpeaks. 

Tuus the Archbifhop expreffes himfelf in 
fome of his writings, which fhews the good 
difpofition of his mind. In the latter years of 
his life he had an opportunity of manifefting 
his love for his country, and for ftrangers, in 
an eminent manner. ‘The war drawing near- 
to Cambray, he became the admiration of the 
army, by his charity for the fick and wounded,. 
and by the hofpitality of his houfe. His charity 
went fo far as to:hire houfes for the reception: 
‘of the diftrefled. Such an expenfe might be 
thought exceflive, at a time when his revenues. 
were much leffened by the neighbourhood of 
the army ; but the wants of the diftrefled were 
the meafure of his liberality. “His houfe was 
open, not only to perfons of diftin@ion, but 
was a place of refuge to the pooreft people, 
‘The fudden motions of the armies, and the 
diforders that attended them, obliged fometimes : 
whole villages to feck that. fafety in the town,. 
which was not to be found in the open country. 
As many as could be conveniently were lodged 
in his houfe : and neither the painful fight of the 
condition of fome, nor the infeétious diforders 
attending others, could abate his zeal. He- 
walked up and down among them, like a good 
father, fhewing, by his fighs, how much his 


( ix ) 


heart was moved with compaflion. His prefence 
and words tended to alleviate their diftrefs. 

‘THE veneration in which he was held, was 
not confined to the French army alone. He 
was no lefs refpeéted by the enemy. The Duke 
of Marlborough, Prince Eugene, and the Duke 
of Ormond, fhewed him all forts of civilities. 
They fent detachments to guard his meadows, 
and corn; and caufed his grain to be conveyed 
to Cambray, left it fhould be carried off by 
their own forragers. Such a commanding power 
has true virtue-over all hearts. As he was thus 
loved and refpected by ftrangers, fo he received 
them with great cordiality, of whatever religion 
they happened to be. However, he made no 
other ufe of the efteem men exprefled for him, 
but to do them good. His foul was raifed too 
high above the objects of human ambition to. 
be dazzled with them. 

Ir is worthy of notice with what facility he 
fuffered himfelf to be interrupted in any bufinefs 
he was about, that he might communicate him- 
felf to all, and give himfelf up to the difcharge 
of thofe duties which daily, and even hourly, 
occurred: as it were for the exercife of his 
patience and meeknefs. It was thus that one 
day being obftruéted in a work he had a mind 
to finifh, by one of his friends, who was leaving 
Cambray, and his friend endeavouring to: 
excufe the interruption, he replied, ** Be in 
<* no concern; you do me more good by in- 
«¢ terrupting me, than I fhould have gained by: 
«¢ purfuing what I was about.” 
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However agreeable his converfation was 
in publick, it was more fo in private with his 
friends. Divine love was in him a fource of 
the pureft and moft generous friendfhip: the 
fentiments of his heart are pretty fully de- 
fcribed in a letter he wrote to his pupil, the 
Duke of Burgundy; an extra& of which is as 
follows : 

** Divine love,’’ (he fays) * is not always 
accompanied with a fenfible fondnefs; but 
it is hearty, faithful, conftant, and effeétual. 
Love will make us bear every thing, fuffer 
every thing, hope every thing for our friend ; 
it will furmount all uneafineffes, it will melt 
with compaffion for the misfortunes’ of 
others: it will weep with thofe that weep, 
and rejoice with thofe that rejoice. It will 
do this, not by a‘ conftrained outfide ap- 
pearance, and a ceremonious complaifance, 
but from the abundance of the heart; in 
which Divine love will be a living fource to 
furnifh it with all the fentiments, and difpo- 
fitions of the moft affeGtionate and fubftantial. 
© kindnefs.”’ 
He ufed much caution in his condué, and - 
way of behaviour, towards: his friends. -He 
faw their faults, and bore with them with great 

, mildnefs and fweetnefs of temper: waiting 
for the proper time of {peaking, and laid hold* 
of it when it came. He alfo knew: how to* 
feafon his advice, in fuch a manner as that the /// 
moft unpleafing truths did not, give offence.—' *° 
Divine charity, (he fays) makes great allow- 
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ances for the weaknefles of others ; bears with 
them; and treats them with gentlenefs and 
condefcenfion: it is never over hafty in its 
proceeding: it may be neceflary to wait long 
for a favourable opportunity to give one fingle 
piece of wholefome advice; imperfeé virtue is 
captious, cenforious, fevere, and implacable ; 
but perfeé& virtue is uniform, meek, affable, 
and compaffionate. ‘It takes every burthen 
** upon itfelf, and aims chiefly at doing good. 
** It is this principle of difintereftednefs, with 
“* regard to ourfelves, and of compaflion for 
** others, which is the true bond of fociety.” 

Tuts fweet and mild difpofition in the Arch- 
bifhop, did not, however, hinder him from 
{peaking the truth to his friends, when he 
thought it neceflary ; he alfo was defirous they 
thould ufe the fame freedom towards him, as ap- 
pears by the manner of his writing, as follows : 

** | REQUEST you, more than ever, not to 
«* {pare me in telling me my faults, though 
“* you fhould think you difcover a fault in me, 
‘* which perhaps I have not, the harm will 
** not be great. If your intimation and advice 
“* offend me, fhall thereby fee that you have 
“* reached the quick ; and thus you will {till do 
“* mea great benefit, by inuring me to reproof, 
** and to a Chriftian lowlinefs of fpirit. The 
“* higher I am raifed, by my charatter, the 
“« more I ought to be humbled. And I hope, 
“* that far from weakening our union, it will 
** be a means to {ftrengthen it.” 

NeITHER abfence, nor diftance, could leffen. 
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his affection towards his friends, though he had 
not feen them of along time. In one of his 
letters, he fays, ** Let us all dwell in our only 
*¢ centre, where we may continually meet, and 
<¢ be but one! We are very near, though we 
“‘ fee net each other; whereas people, who 
*¢ are in the fame houle, and chamber, may 
‘¢ live ata great diftance, as to a true fellow- 
<¢ fhip: God unites and brings together the 
*¢ moft remote points of diftance, with regard 

*€ to thofe hearts that are united in him !”’ 
Tuoucu he was refigned to the divine will, 
yet nobody was ‘more fenfibly touched with the 
Jofs of his friends: true virtue regulates the 
paffions without extinguifhing them, and can 
. seconcile the fentiments of humanity with thofe 
of religion, fo that the one fhall not deftroy 
the other. /He ufed to weep for the death of 
his friends, without hiding his tears.) Yet, in 
the midft of his grief, he ftill preferved his 
tranquility, and comforted thofe who mourned 

like himfelf, for the lofs fuftatned. 

‘In the beginning of the year 1715, he fell 
ill of an inflammation of his lungs, attended 
with a fever, which lafted about fix days, with 
fharp pains: during this time he gave all the 
tokens of truly Chriftian patience, meeknefs, and 
conftancy: in his laft moments, the only words 
he uttered, were, Not my will, but thine, be done. 
’ Ir appeared, after his death, that he had 
not made it his care to accumulate riches, but 
died poor ; as he had lived, ina great meafure, 
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without money, and free from debts. 
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EXTRACTS 


FROM THE 


WRITINGS OF FENELON, 
ARCHBISHOP OF CAMBRAY. 


SS TEER 


The Neceffity of knowing and loving God. 


A JE thould confider that we are nothing 
of ourfelves ; we are only what God 
made us to be, and only for fuch time as he 
pleafes. He need only withdraw his hand, 
which fupports us, to plunge us into the abyfs 
_ of our own nothingnefs ; as a ftone, which we 
hold in the air, falls by its own weight when 
we no longer holdit. We have not, therefore, 
being or life, but through the gift of God. 
/ Again there are other bleffings of a ftill 
\more pure and elevated kind: a good life is , 
worth more than the life itfelf; virtue is of a | 
) greater value than health; reétitude of heart, | 
_ and the love of God, are as much above any | 
temporal gifts, as the heavens are above the 
earth. If, therefore, without his help we can- f 
not for one moment poffefs thofe favours fo } 
neil A grotss. / 
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grofs, how much more certainly muft he give 
us thofe fublime gifts of his love. ‘ 

O, my God, not to know thee then, is to 
regard thee as out of us, as an Almighty Being 
that gives laws to all nature, and has made all 
things vifible! This is but to know-one part of 
that which thou art, and to be ignorant of that 
which is moft wonderful, and moft concerns 
thy reafonable creatures. 

That which elevates my foul, and infpires 
me with hope, is, that thou art the God of my 
heart; there thou doft all that pleafeth thee. 
When I am good, it is thou that makeft me 
fo: itis thou that animateft my foul, as my 
foul animates my body; thou art more prefent 
and intimate to me, than I am to myfelf. This 

felf, for which I have fo much fenfibility, ought 
to be a ftranger in comparifon of thee: it is 
thou that gaveft it to me, therefore thou re- 
quireft that I fhould love thee more than it. 
What a comfort it is, O my God, to think 
that every thing is the work of thy hand, all 
within and all without me. ‘Thou art always 
with me. When I do evil, thou art with me, 
repraaching me for the evil 1 do, making me 
regret the good I have omitted, and fhewing 
me a mercy which flretcheth forth its arms to 
receive me. When I do good, it is thou in- 
fpireft me with the defire of it, and effecteft it in 
me; it is thou that inclineft'my heart to love 
the good, and deteft the ewil; it is thou that 
fuffereft, that entreateft, that edifieft my neigh- 


bour, 


CB) 


bour, that giveft alms. I do all thefe things, 
but it is through thee, who caufeft me to do 
them. Thefe good works, which are thy gifts, 


become thy works ; but they are always thy | 


gifts, and ceafe to be good works, when I re- 
gard them as my own, and when their being 
thy gift (which alone makes them valuable), 
efcapes my fight. 

O, Father of mercy, I will no longer reafon 
on thy grace, but filently refign myfelf to it: 
it does all in. man, it is by it that I a&t, and 


that I forbear, that I fuffer, that I believe, that 


I hope, and that I love. If I obey its influence, 


it will be all inme; by itI fhall effe& all; itis 
this that moves the heart, but’ in the end the 


heart muft be moved, and thou doft not fave 
man without his co operation: therefore it is 
my bufinefs to work without delay, that I may 
not check that grace which impels me; all the 
good I have proceeds from it, all the evil from 
myfelf. .When I do good, it is that animates 
me ;. when I do evil, it is becaufe I refit ir. 
God would not that I fhould know more than 
this, every thing elfe would only ferve to nou- 
rifh in mea vain curiofity. w 
When fhall we love God truly? When fhall 
we feek him who feeks us, and carrics us in 
his arms? In his tender and paternal bofom we 
forget him ic is the fweetnefs of his gifts, 
that prevents our refle&ting on the giver: thofe 
favours which he is every moment beftowing 
upon us, inftead of melting us’ into love, only 
| A 2 ferve. 
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ferve to attra& our attention from its proper 
object. 

The moft excellent prayer is nothing elfe 
but the love of God; its excellency confifts 
not in the multitude of our words, for they 
are not neceflary to make known unto God the © 
fentiments of our hearts. 4 

True prayer then is that of the heart, and 
the heart can only afk that which it defires. 
To pray then is to defire, but this defire mutt 
be according to the will of God. . 

They always pray, whofe hearts always fecl 
true love and defire. That love which is hidden 
in the bottom of their fouls, prays without 
ceafing; even while the fpirit cannot be ac- 
tually attentive. God ceafes not to regard in 
the foul that defire which he forms himfelf, 
though the foul is not always confcious of it: 
it is a fecret voice which perpetually draws 
down his mercies ; it is this fpirit, which, as 
St. Paul fays, Helpeth our infirmities, and 
maketh intercefion for us, with groanings which 
cannot be uttered.* 

This love folicits God to. give us what we 
want, to overlook our defeés, and regard the 
fincerity of our intentions; it blots out our 
fmaller offences, and purifies us as a confuming 
fire: it prays for us according to the will of 
God; for we know not what to pray for as we 
ought, and would often afk what would prove 


* Romans yiil. 26, 
“hurtful 
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hurtfulto us, as certain pious fervours, fenfible 
taftes, and an apparent perfection, which would 
only ferve to nourifh the natural life, and a 
confidence in our own ftrength. — 

When we are bufied in outward things, and 
the difcharge of our duty in that ftate in 
which Providefice has placed us, unavoidably 
eaufes diftraction, we neverthelefs carry: within 
us a fire which never goes out; but, on the 
contrary, nourifhes a fecret prayer, which is a 
lamp inceffantly burning before the throne of 
God; If we fleep, our heart waketh.* Bleffed 
are thofe whom the Lord fhall find thus waking. 

To preferve this fpirit of prayer, fo neceflary 
to our union with God, we muft obferve two 
principal! things; the one is, to endeavour to 
nourith it; the other, to avoid every thing that 
may deprive us of it. 

That which deprives us of the fpirit of 
prayer, ought to fill us with terror, and calls 
for all our caution. Thus we ought to fly 
thofe vain companions who diflipate us too 
much, thofe pleafures which excite the paflions, 
every thing that awakens a relifh for the world, 
and thofe old inclinations which have been 
~ fatal to us. 

Meditation is not prayer, but it js the nes 
ceflary foundation of it. It makes us fenfible 
of thofe truths which God has revealed to us. 
By meditation, we fhall learn not only the 
depth of the myfteries of Chriftianity, and the 

* Cant. fs 3° + Luke xii. 37. 
A 3 truths 
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truths of the gofpel; but alfo all that thefe 
truths ought to imprefs upon our minds, in 
order to our regeneration: thefe truths ought 
to be a long time finking into our hearts, as 
the dye by degrees tinges the wool that im- 
bibes it. 

A man who owes himfelf to the publick, 
would offend God, fhould he think himfelf in 
union with him, while he paffed that. time. in 
meditation and retirement, which was neceflary 
for the difcharge of the duties of his employ- 
ment. 

The true union with God, confifts in ful- 
filling his will in the moft wearifome and labo- 
rious duties of our ftate, without relaxation, 
and in oppofition to all our natural averfions. 

The general cautions againft diffipation are, 
to avoid as much as poflible, all conneétions 
and intimacy with people whofe maxims are in 
oppofition to thofe of Chriftianity; efpecially 
when thefe infe@ious maxims are fuch, as we 
have formerly been feduced by. They will 
eafily caufe our wounds to bleed afreth, as they 
have a fecret intelligence with the bottom of 
our hearts, where there is a foft-and infinuat- 
ing counfellor always ready to blind and be- 
tray us. ‘ 

‘The holy fcripture advifes us to judge of a 
man by his * friends. And indeed, how can 
he who loves God, and defites no longer to 


* Eccles, xiii. 20. 
love 
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love any thing, but through him, choofe for 
his bofom friends, thofe who neither Jove ner 
know God, and who regard fuch an affection 
as a contemptible weaknefs? Can a heart full 
of God, and that is fenfible of its own weak- 
nefs, can it ever be at reft among thofe whofe 
fentiments never agree with it, and with whom 
it is in continual danger of Jofing all its trea- 
fure? The tafte of fuch people, and the tafte 
that faith infpires, are abfolutely incompatible. 
Iam very fenfible there are worldly attach- 
ments, which neither can nor ought to be 
broken. There are friends to whom we are 
bound by an efteem for their natural good qua- 
lities, by gratitude, by the attachment of a fin- 
cere friendfhip, and laftly, by the laws of de- 
cency, and neceffary intercourfe. ‘To withdraw 
entirely our confidence and familiarity from 
fuch perfons, would wound them to the heart. 
But then, without breaking with them, or avow- 
ing any coolnefs, there are gentle and imper- 
ceptible means of leflening our intercourfe 
with them. We may diftinguifh them from 
common acquaintances, converfe with them in 
private, and open our hearts to them on cer- 
tain fubjeéts, where probity and friendfhip are 
fufficient to enable them to give us good ad- 
vice, and where our fentiments may agree ; 
though perhaps the very fame judgment in us, 
may proceed from motives more pure and ele- 

vated than any they are actuated by. 
Finally, we may continue to ferve them with 
all 
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ali the ailiduity of the moft cordial friendthip, 
without giving up our hearts to them. 

Nothing can be more dangerous than the 
neglect of {uch precaution; and if we do not 
in the beginning exert ourfelves courageoufly 
to render our piety free and independent of fuch 
irreligions friends, it is a piety that threatens 
approaching ruin. If a man, who is befet 
with fuch friends, is naturally weak, and his 
paflions eafily inflamed, it is certain thefe 
friends, be they ever fo fincere, will draw him 
back from his devotion. I will fuppofe them, 
if you pleafe, virtuous, honeft, full of fidelity, 
and every thing that conftitutes friendship, in 
the eyes of the world. Yet all this avails not, 
nor will it prevent their corrupting him. The 
‘more amiable they are, the more they are to 
be dreaded. As for thofe who have not thefe 
amiable qualities, they muft immediately be 
given up ; and we fhould efteem ourfelves moft 
happy that a facrifice which ought to coft fo 
little, can be available towards a fecurity fo 
momentous, as that of everlafting life. 

Befides this care with regard to our com- 
panions, we mutt carefully obferve fome hours 
to converfe with God alone, in folitude and 
prayer. Thofe who are in great employments, 
have fo many indifpenfable duties to attend, that 
they have little time left for this holy inter- 
courfe with God, unlefs they are very careful 
in the management of their hours: fo little, 
that if they have any inclination for amufe- 

ment, 
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ment, they will, with difficulty, obferve the ap- 
pointed honrs, for the fervice of either God or 
their neighbour. 

We muft then fteadily adhere to fome rule: 
the feverity of obferving it may appear excef- 
five; but without this regularity all will fall 
into confufion, we fhall become diflipated, re- 
Jaxed, lofe our ftrength, and become infenfibly 
more and more alienated from God; nor fhall 
we perceive this wandering of our hearts, until 
we have ftrayed fo far, that we have neither 
hope nor courage fufficient to enable us to 
return. ' 

Let us pray then, let us pray. Prayer is 
our only fafety. Blefed be God who hath 
not caf out my prayer, nor turned his mercy from 
me.* To be faithful in prayer, we muft be 
faithful in regulating all the occupations of the 
day with an inflexible refolution. 

Be content with your daily bread, and re- 
member that in the wildernefs the manna they 
gathered for more than one day, prefently 
corrupted; fo true it is, that the children of 
God fhould be wholly intent upon rightly em- 
ploying their prefent graces, without defiring 
to anticipatethe defigns of his Providence upon 
them. . 

In this way God will be your guide, and 
will himfelf travel with you, as he did hereto- 
fore with the Ifraelites, to lead them ftep by 


* Pf, Ixyis 20, 
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ftep through the wildernefs to the land of pro- 
mife. Happy will you be, if you fuffer God 
to take poffeilion of you, and to do in you 
what he pleafes, not according to your inclina- 
tions, but his defigns. 


On Mortification. 


GOD calls us to a daily and hourly exercife 
of mortification, And, perhaps, it is a very 
confiderable one to avoid every thing that is 
prejudicial to our health. But God regulates 
all in the heart he once poffeffes: he accuftoms 
it gently to the prefcribed rule, deprives the 
will of a certain inflexibility, and removes a 
dangerous confidence in our own judgment ; 
he blunts the edge of the defires, cools the 
paflions, detaches the man not only from out- 
ward objects, but even from himfelf, and ren- 
ders him gentle, amiable, fimple, lowly in his 
own eyes, and ready to will or not will, accord- 
ing to his good pleafure.. Let this be. our 
ftate, as it is the will of God, and let us not 
refift him. 

That mortification, that comes from the 
hand of God, is more profitable for. us than 
thofe fenfible fervours in prayer, which are ac- 
cording to our own tafte and inclination, 


Very 
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Very frequently thofe mortifications which 
confift in a conftant refignation to the ftrokes 
of Providence, are more advantageous to us, 
than the greateft artificial aufterities which ren- 
der us more fingular, and tempt us to a vain 
complacency in ourfelves. He who conftantly 
2ccepts every thing that happens in the order 
of Providence, and feeks nothing but what it 
gives, will find that every day will make him 
a partaker of the crofs of Chrift. Thefe crofles 
are as truly the effe&t of Providence, as any 
other thing the moft effential to our life: they 
are our daily bread, which God never fuffers 
us to want, and are frequently the pureft mor- 
tifications zealous fouls can fuffer, as they pre- 
vent their mortifying themfelves according to 
their own choice, and call them to a perpetual 
ftate of fuch mortification as is fuitable to the 
defigns of God. - 

When we are not refigned to the humilia- 
tions of Providence, there is great reafon to 
fear that there is too much of illufion in thofe 
aufterities which our fervour inclines us to feek: 
this fervour is often deceitful, and I believe it 
is expedient to try our fouls by their fidelity to 
daily and providential croffes. 


On Self-renunciations 


THE foundation of all our malady is a blind 
felf-love, which becomes a fpecies of idolatry. 
All that we love outwardly, we love only for 
ourfelves. We mutt not be deceived by thofe 
generous friendfhips in which we appear to 
forget ourfelves, and think only of the inte- 
refts of thofe to whom we are attached. When, 
in the commerce of friendfhip, we have no 
fordid interefts in view, we purfue others which 
are more latent, more delicate, and more laud- 
able in the opinion of the world; but thefe.are 
fo much the more dangerous and capable of 

‘eorrupting us, as they afford a finer nourifh- 
ment to felf-love. 

Let us conclude, that the love of God alone: 
can detach us from ourfelves. If the power- 
ful hand of God did not fupport us, we fhould 
not know where to fet our foot to take one 
ftep out of ourfelves. 

Nothing it a more effectual bar to receiving 
this grace of felf-renunciation than a philofo- 
phical pride, and felf-love, difguifed. under the 
mafk of a worldly generofity. The more we 
have by nature of candour, complacency in 
virtue, delicacy of fentiment, a tafte for probity, 
and difinterefted friendfhip, the more we ought 
to firive to get loofe from felf, and fear the 
being delighted with thofe natural gifts. 
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As it may be enquired what this felf-renun- 
ciation is, in fome other refpeéts, I will add, 
we are eafily convinced that it is our duty to 
renounce all criminal pleafures, unjuft acquifi- 
tions, and evident vanities: but it is not fo 
ealy to fee the neceflity of renouncing wealth 
which is lawfully acquired, the fweets of an 
innocent and reputable life; and, finally, the 
honours which are the confequence of a good 
reputation. 

What makes it difficult for us to underftand 
that we fhould renounce thefe things is, that 
we ought not abfolutely to reje&t them, but 
fhould ufe them foberly, fuitable to that ftate 
in which Providence has placed us. 

The comforts of a calm and peaceful life, 
are neceflary to fupport us under the difficulties 
annexed to every {tate : with regard to honours, 
we fhould have refpeét to decency ; and to fup- 
ply our neceflities, fhould preferve the wealth 
we poffefs. How then, it may be faid, do we 
renounce thofe things, while we employ our 
care to preferve them? The true way is, with- 
out anxiety to do all we can to preferve them, 
that we may make a fober ufe of them, without 
fetting our affections on them. 

Thus the way to renounce things in them- 
felves evil, is to reje& them with horror; but 
the way to renounce good things, is to ufe them 
with moderation as occafion, requires, always 
ftudying to retrench thofe imaginary wants, with 
which our avaricious nature would pamperitfelf. 

Obferve, 
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bferve, that we muft not only renounce 
evil, but good things ; for Jefus Chrift has faid 
without reftriction, Whofoever forfaketh not all 
that he hath, he cannot be my difciple.* 

We mutt renounce thofe that are moft dear 
to us, and whom we are in duty bound to love; 
this renunciation confifts in loving them only 
for God, enjoying the confolation of their 
friendihip occafionallyv, and with fobriety, being 
ready to part with them when it is the will of 
God, and never feeking in them the true repofe 
of the heart. This is the chaftity of true Chrif- 
tian friendfhip, which feeks the heavenly fpoufe 
in a. mortal and terreftrial friend. In this man- 
ner we ufe the creatures and the world, as if we 
tifed them not, according to St. Paul’s expreflion : 
we defire to ufe what God beftows, and love 
them fo far as it is his will we fhould ; reftrain- 
ing our hearts in the ufe of them, and referving 
our affections for a more proper obje&. 

It is in this fenfe that fefus Chrift would have 
us renounce father, mother, brethren, fifters, 
and friends. If at the bottom of our heart we 
are attached to any creatures more than to God, 
our heart is no longer worthy of him. 

After having renounced all outward things, 
then comes the laft facrifice, which is that of all 
within us ; and that is in reality renouncing our= 
felves. We are as much captivated with our ~ 
underflanding, our wifdom, and our virtue, as. 


* Luke xiv, 27. 
a woman - 


Ce yD 


a woman of this worldis with her beauty; we 
regard them with the fame complacency; we 


‘delight in being thought wife, temperate, and 


free from the intoxications that diforder others; 
and by this means we become intoxicated with 
the vanity of not appearing to be fo in profpe- 
rity, and of renouncing, by a courageous mode- 


_ ration, all that the world. moft prizes. 


; 


O how dangerous is this ftate! How fubtil 
is its poifon! Howcertainly fhall we offend God, 


if we refign our hearts to this refined felf-love! 


We mutt then renounce all enjoyment of, and 
all natural complacency in our own wifdom and 
virtue. 

Remember, that the more excellent the gifts 
of God are, the more jealous ke is of them. 
He defires we fhould be attached to him alone, 
and not to his gifts, be they ever fo excellent, 
only fo far as is according to his defign, to 
unite us the more intimately to himfelf. Who- 
ever regards with complacency, and as his own 
property the graces he has received from God, 
converts them into poifon. 

Let us beware then of appropriating to our- 
felves, not only outward things, as our talents, 
and the favour we ftand in with men, but alfo 
the internal gifts of God. The goodnefs of 
our will is not lefs the free gift of God, than 
our being and life which come from him. We 
muft live then as debtors; all that is in us, and 
all that we are, is but a loan from God, to be 
ufed according to the intention of the lender; 

and 
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and never to be confidered as at our own dif- 
pofal, and as a pofleflion that belongs to us. 

It is this fpirit which appropriates nothing to 
itfelf, and this fimplicity with regard to ourfelves 
to follow the motions of God, in which con- 
fifts the folid renunciation of ourfelves. And 
when this defire is in the bottom of the heart, 
God himfelf leads us as it were by the hand, 
and exercifes this renunciation in the daily 
occurrences of life. 

It is not by painful reflexions and continual 
contentions that we renounce ourfelves; but by 
abftaining from all felf-feeking, and being wil- 
ling to be as God pleafes that we lofe ourfelves 
in him. ; 

We fee in ourfelves many real good inten- 
tions, but we fhould be terrified did we perceive 
to how many things we are {till attached. It is 
not indeed wilfully-and premeditately that we 
have thefe attachments ; we fay not in ourfelves,, 
I have them, and | defire to have them; but, 
notwith{tanding, we really have them, and are 
fometimes afraid of digging too deep, left we 
fhould difcover them: we are fenfible of our 
weaknefs, and dare not proceed. 

Sometimes alfo we are willing to examine 
ourfelves to the bottom, that we may facrifice 
all to God; but this is only a fit of zeal, like 
that of Peter’s, when he faid, Lord, I amready - 
to go with thee, both into prifon and to death. 
And afterwards was terrified by the queftion of 
a fervant maid. 

We. 
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"We feek to difcover all our defeéts ; and God 
directs us in this enquiry. He refufes us a light 
too {trong for our ftate of grace: he fuffers us 
not to perceive in our heart, that which it 


is not yet the feafon to deprive us of. It isa | 
wonderful procedure of the Divine goodnefs, | 
never to folicit us inwardly to forfake aught | 
that we have hitherto loved and pofleffed, with- | 


out {nitably enlightening us; and that his light 
never directs us tomake any facrifice which he 
does not give us ftrength to perform. | 

We may reft in peace; provided we are 
faithful to what we know. Whatever elfe is 


neceflary for us, God will reveal in his own , 


time. It is in mercy that God thus conceals 
from us fuch things as we are not yet able to 
bear. We havea certain impatient zeal for 
our own perfection, which is defirous for imme- 
diately feeing and facrificing all: but an humble 
confidence, while under the hand of God, is 
more ufeful towards accomplifhing the death of 
felf, than all our uneafy efforts to advance our 
own perfection. 

Let us then be content to follow the light of 
the prefent moment, without looking further. 
It is our daily bread, which God gives us only 
for one day ; it is like the manna in the wilder- 
nefs ; and he that would gather a double por- 
tion, and make provifion for the enfuing day, 
-_grofsly deceives himfelf. It will corrupt in his 
hands, and he will have no more of it to feed 
on, than he who gathers it for one day. 


It. 
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Tt is this child-like dependance on God, 
which he would fain. bend our fpirits. He 
difpenfes his internal light, as a prudent mother 
afiigns to her daughter the tafk fhe is to: per- 
form, and as foon as it is finifhed, allots her 
another. 


ETE 
Virtue. 


THE pra&ice of virtue does not confift in 
words; they can never fuflice to attain the 
kingdom of God. It is to be attained only by 
a perpetual violence, which we muft offer to 
ourfelves ; a violence, when the torrent of the 
world is to be refifted, which prevents our 
doing good, after having fo frequently been 
the occafion of our doing evil ; a violence, when 
we are in part to renounce what is neceflary, 
that we may’not be deceived, in too readily 
imagining that we have relinquifhed what is 
fuperfluous ; a violence, when we are to mortify 
our {fpirits, not thinking we have done fufficient 
when we have mortified our bodies ; a violence, 
for being perfeétly contented in whatever: ftate 
we are, without defiring more conveniencies, 
more honour, more health, or any other com-- 
pany, not even that of good people. Laftly, a 
violence, to arrive at that degree of indifference, 
which is neceflary for a Chriftian, who has no 
will but that of his Creator, to whom he leaves 

the 


( 9. «2 


the fuccefs of all his affairs, though he employs 
himfelf in them; who atts fuitably to his con- 
dition, but does fo without anxiety ; who takes 
pleafure in looking up to God, and does not 
fear-'the being retarded by him; who hopes 
that the eye of God will be upon him for the 
correction of his faults; and who peacefully 
relies on his mercy, with regard to the punifh- 
ment of them. 
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Salvation. 


SALVATION is not to be attained merely 
by ceafing to do ill; we muft alfo add to it the 
practice of that which is good. ‘The kingdom 
of heaven is too great a treafure to be beftowed 
on the timorous flave, who only abftains from 
evil becaufe he is afraid to commit it. God 
defires to have children who fhould love him 
for his goodnefs, and not flaves, that only ferve 
him through the dread of his power. We 
muft then love him, and confequently do all 
that true love infpires. 

Many apparently well-meaning peopledeceive 
themfelves on this fubje&t; they are jealous of 
their liberty, and afraid of lofing it by devoting 
themfelves too much to piety : but they fhould 
confider, that they are not their own,* but God’s 
who has created them folely for himfelf, and 
ought to rule them as he pleafes. 

* 4 Cor. vi. 19. 
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Againfi Temptations. 

THERE are two things to be done with — 
regard to temptations. The firft is to be guided 
by our inward light, in retrenching, without 
delay, as far as we are at liberty, all that may 
nourifh or awaken the temptation. I fay, as 
far as we are at liberty; becaufe it does not 
always depend upon us to avoid what excités 
to evil. What is incident to the ftate in which 
Providence has placed us, is not fuppofed to be 
in our own power. 

The fecond rule is, when tempted, always 
to turn to God, and not difquiet ourfelves by 
confidering whether we have not already in 
. part confented, fo as to interrupt the immediate 
tendency of our heart to God. By examining 
too clofely whether we have not been guilty of 
fome infidelity, we are in danger of being again 
involved in the temptation. The fhorteft and 
fureft method is to a& like a child at the breaft, 
who, if it is fhewn a frightful monfter, ftarts 
back with horror, and finks into the bofom of 
its mother, that it may no longer perceive it. 

The pradtice of the prefence of God, is of 
all others the moft fovereign remedy; it com- 
forts, fupports, and calms us; we muft not be 
furprized even at the moft fhameful temptations. _ 
My fon, fays the fon of Sirach, if thou come to 
Serve the Lord, prepare thy foul for temptation.* 


* ‘Eceéles. xiv 1 
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Every thing in this world is temptation. — 
Croffes tempt us, by irritating our pride, and 
profperity by flattering it. Our whole life is a 
continual warfare, but a warfare in which Jefus 

Chrift fights for us. 
- We mutt march on, though temptations fur- ~ 
rounds ts; asa traveller, furprized byaftorm, / 
wraps himfelf up in his cloak, and proceeds © 
notwith{tanding the foulnefs of the weather. ~ 

With regard to what is paft, when we have 
fatisfied our confcience by a fincere repentance, 
evinced by the aétual forfaking of our fins, we 
have nothing to do but to caft all our iniquities 
into the abyfs of mercy. 

When an involuntary remembrance of patt 
troubles occurs, we fhould remain confounded, 
and as it were nothing in the prefence of God, 
peacefully bearing in his adorable fight, all the 
fhame and ignominy of our fins, without feeking, 
cherifhing, or recalling the too dangerous re- 
membrance of them. 


On Sorrow. 


WITH regard to fuch a kind of fadnefs as 
depreffes and contracts the heart, there are two 
rules, the obfervation of which feems to me of 
great importance. The firft is, to remove this 

forrow 
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forrow by fuch means as. Providence has fur- 
nifhed us with: for example, not to burthen 
ourfelves with laborious bufinefs, fo as to fink 
under a load greater than-we are able to bear ; 
to {pare not only the powers of the body, but 
likewife thofe of the mind; to fet apart hours 
for prayer, for reading, for enlivening our 
{pirits by pious, nay even by cheerful conver- 
fation, fo as at once to recreate both our bodies 
and minds, fuitable to our neceflity. 

We fhould alfo have’ fome wife and, difcreet 
perfon, to whom we might unburden our hearts 
of every thing, except the fecrets of another ; 
for this is a comfort that peculiarly eafes an 
heavy heart. 


Troubles, too long retained. in the heart, fre- 
-guently burftit; whereas, if we could vent them,” 


we fhould fee they were not deferving of all the 
bitternefs they caufed. 


The fecond rule is, peacefully to bear all in- 


voluntary emotions of forrow. Inward difcou- 
ragements expedite our progrefs in the road of 
faith, provided they do not ftop us, and that 
the flothfulnefs of the fouldoes not yield to 
this forrow, which if permitted, would conquer 
all its powers. <A ftep taken in this ftate, is 
more valuable than a thoufand taken when the 
foul is in a more {weet and comfortable difpo- 
fition. i 


This fenfible courage, which renders every | 


thing eafy, which does and fuffers all things, is 
often deceitful, as it nourifhes felf-confidence, 
| ~ ahd 
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and a certain-elevation of heart. This courage, 
though fometimes Wonderfully edifying to the 
world, noyrifhes within us a fecret fatisfaction, 
and inward teftimony, which is a fubtle poifon. 
£ We relith our own virtue, are delighted with 
it, we would poffefs it, and are pleafed with its 
ftrength. , 
3 A weak and humble foul, who finds no re- 
fource in itfelf, who feard; is troubled, and 
~ forrowful ; who cries out, like our oid on 
the crofs, My God, my God, why haft thou 
| forfaken me ? is much more purified, more dead _ 
to all the defires of felf, than thofe brave fouls, 
who enjoy in peace the fruits of their virtue.— 
| Pe foul that is thus bruifed by God, and 
» whom he deprives of all ftrengh in itfelf, that 
) it may be fupported only by him; whois fen- 
 fible of its own poverty, and is content; who 
_ bears, befides outward croffes, this great inward 
one of the defpondency of the heart, without 
which all others avails but little. | 
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On Dejection and Diffipation. 


THERE are two things which efpecially 
alifquiet ; the one is to avoid a certain diflipa- 
tion, the other to bear up againft dejeétion and 
melanc holy. As to diffipation it will never be 

remedied 
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remedied by {trained refiections. Do not hope 
to do the work of grace by the fprings and 
ingenuities of nature. Be content to give up 
thy will without referve to God, and never 
regard any ftate as grievous, but accept it with 
refignation to the Divine Providence. 
_ Be not troubled that the fenfible prefence 
of God is often withdrawn; content thyfelf in 
the courfe of the day, with a general view of 
God, fo that if at any time thou art afked, 
what is the difpofition of thy heart, it would 
be true to fay, it_aims at God, though fome 
other objects might outwardly require its at- 
tention. With regard to the wanderings of 
thy imagination which are unavoidable, be not 
too much grieved atthem. We often diftrac& 
ourfelves by the fear of being diftraéted, and 
afterwards by the regret of having been fo. — 
We fhould fay to a man, who fpent his time | 
in confidering the falls he might poflibly meet 
with inftead of proceeding on his journey, Go 
on, go on: I fay the fame to thee; Go on, 
without ftopping or looking. behind. Walk, . 
fays the apoftle to the Theffalonians, that ye 
may abound more and more.* The aboundings in 
the love of God will reétify miftakes much 
more effectually, than thy difquiet and uneafy 
returns to felf. : 


* 1 Theff. iv; 1. 
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How we ought to watch over ourfelves. 


WITH regard to watching over ourfelves, 
the following appears to me to be the beft 
manner of prattifing this vigilance. The wife 
and diligent traveller always watches over his 
fteps, and has his eyes upon that part of the 
road which is immediately before him: he is 
not inceffantly turning back to count his fteps, 
and examine the road he has paffed; this 
would be lofing that time in which he ought to 
proceed on his journey. 

A foul whom God really leads by the hand, 
ought indeed to watch over its way, but then 
it fhould be with a fimple and tranquil vigilance, 
confined to the prefent moment, and without 
any uneafinefs proceeding from felf-love. This 
vigilance is a continual attention to the will of 
God to fulfil it every moment, and not a return 
to ourfelves that we may be affured of our 
ftate, which God would have us ignorant of. 
Wherefore the Pfalmift fays, Mine eyes are ever 
looking unto the Lord, for he fhall pluck my feet 
out of the net.* 

Obferve that to guide his feet aright, in the 
way where the net is laid, inftead of cafting 
his eyes down to the ground to examine all his 
{teps, he lifts them up unto the Lord. We 
can never watch better over ourfelves, than - 


© Plalm xxv. 15. 
B whea 
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when we walk with God always prefent before 
our eyes, as he direéted Abrahamto do. And 
in effect, to what fhould all our watchfulnefs 
tend but to follow ftep by ftep the will of 
God? He who conforms himfelf to it in all 
things, truly watches over himfelf, and» every 
thing is fanétified to him. 
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On the inward teaching of God’s Holy Spirit. 


IT is certain from Scripture,* that the fpirit 
of God dwelleth in us, that it aéts there, that 
it shere prays without ceafing, that it there afks 
for us, what we ourfelves know not how to afk 
for, that it animates us, fpeaks to us in filence, 
feggefts all truth to us, and unites us fo to it 
felf, that we become+ one fpirit with God. 
This is what the teachers who are furtheft re- 
‘moved from the inward life, cannot avoid ac- 
knowledging. Yet notwithftanding thefe prin- 
ciples, in their praétice, they. aim at fuppofing, 
that the outward written law, or at molt a cer- 
tain light, derived from Scripture and reafoning, 
is what inwardly enlightens us, and that after- 
wards our reafon acts of itfelf from that in- 
ftruction. They efteem not enough that in- 

* Rom. viii. John xiv. ; 
+ 1 Cor. vi.17. He that is joined to the Lord, is one 
Spirit. od 
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ward teacher, which is the Holy Spirit, and 
which effects all m us. He is the foul of our 
foul: we could not form a thought or defire 
but through him. Alas, how great then is 
our blindnefs! we efteem ourfelves as if alone 
in this inward fan€tuary ; and, quite the con- 
trary, God is more intimately there than we 
ourfelves. 

Perhaps it will be faid, What then are we 
infpired ? Yes, without doubt. Without the 
actual infpiration of the fpirit of grace, we 
could neither do, will, or believe any good. 
We are then always infpired, but we incef. 
fantly ftifie this infpiration. God ceafes not ta 
fpeak, but the noife and hurry of things with- 
out, and our paffions within, deafen, and hin- 
der us from attending to him. We mutt filence 
every creature, we muft filence ourfelves alfo, 
to hear, in a profound ftillnefs of the foul, this 
inexpreflible voice of Chrift, the bridegroom of 
our fouls. We muft be very attentive, for it 
is a foft and {till voice, which is not to be heard 
but by thofe who liften to it alone. O how 
feldom does the foul keep filence enough to let 
God {peak ! The loweft whifper of our vain de- 
fires, or felf-love attentive to itfelf, difturbs all 
the words of the Spirit of God. We hear 
plain enough that he afks for fomething ; but 
we know not what he fays, and are often glad 
not tounderftand it. The fmalleft referve, the 
leaft regard for felf, the leaft fear of under- 
{tanding too plainly, that God afks more than 
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are are willing to give him, difturbs this inward 
voice. Shall we be furprized then, if fo many, 
even pious perfons, but ftill full of amufements, 
vain defires, falfe wifdom and confidence in 
their own virtues, cannot hear it, and regard 
this inward voice asa fanatical chimera. Alas, 
what would they be at by their difdainful rea- 
foning? To what purpofe would the outward 
word of teachers be, and even of the Scriptures, 
ifit were not for the inward voice of the holy 
Spirit, which gives them ali their efficacy ? The 
outward word of the gofpel itfelf, without this 
living efficacious word within, would be but an 
empty found. It is the letter that alone killeth, 
and the fpirit shat alone giveth life. O word, 
O eternal and all powerful word of the Father, 
it is thou that fpeakeft in the bottom of our 
fouls! That word which proceeded out of the 
mouth of our Saviour during the days of his 
mortal life, would not have had fo much vir- 
tue, nor been produttive of fuch fruits on earth, 
but becaufe it was animated by this word of 
life, which is the word itfelf. ‘This made Peter 
fay, Lord, to whom fhall we go? Thou haft the 
words of eternal life.* 

It is not then only the outward Jaw of the 
gofpel, which God fhews us inwardly by the 
light of reafon and faith; it is his fpirit that 
fpeaks, that moves us, that operates in us, and 
animates us: fo that it is this-fpirit, which does 
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in us all the good we do, as it is our foul that 
animates our body, and regulates all its motions. 
It is then true that we are continually infpired, 
and that we do not live the life ef grace, but 
fo far as we partake of this inward infpiration. 
But, O my God, few Chriftians are fenfible of 
this ; for there are very few, who by their vo- 
luntary diffipation, or their refiftance, do not de- 
{troy it. This infpiration inftils into us obe- 
dience, patience, fweetnefs, humility, and all 
the other virtues neceflary to every Chriftian. 
It is an invitation in the bottom of the foul to 
obedience and refignation fuitable to the de- 
figns of the love of God: it contains not in 
itfelf any prefumptive or illufive fnare: on the 
contrary, it preferves us in the hands of God,. 
attributing every thing to grace, without de- 
ftroying our liberty; and leaving nothing to 
pride or imagination. 

Thefe principles being laid down, it muft be 
acknowledged that God /peaks inceffantly in us.* 
He fpeaks in impenitent finners ; but they being 
deafened by the noife of the world, and their 
paflions, cannot hear him: his word is to them 
asatale. He fpeaks alfo in penitent finners ; 
theie feel a remorfe of confcience, and that re. 
morfe is the voice of God, which reproaches 
them inwardly for their fins. When thefe fin- 
ners are effectually touched, they find no dif_i- 
culty in under{tanding this fecret voice; for it 
is that which fmites them fo fharply. It is 

* Thomas 4 Kempis, Lib, 3. C. iii. Sect. 3.0 
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in them the two-edged fword St. Paul fpeaks of; 
it goes to the dividing afunder of the foul and 
fpirit.* God caufes himfelf to be felt, talted, 
and obeyed; they hear this foft voice, which 
conveys into the bottom of their heart a tender 
reproach, and by this the heart is broken. 
This is true and pure contrition. 

God fpeaks likewife in enlightened and 
learned perfons, whofe outward lives are regu- 
lar in all things, and who are. apparently 
adorned with many virtues: but very fre- 
quently thefe perfons, being full of themfelves 
and their own knowledge, hearken too much to 
themfelves to hear God. They reafon upon 
every thing; they do every thing upon prin- 

_ ciples of human wifdom and prudential rules, 
which would be better done through the chan- 
nel of fifnplicity, and docility to the Spirit of 
God. ‘Thefe perfons fometimes feem to have 
more goodnefs than others; and they have it 
in a certain degree; but it is an adulterated 
goodnefs, ‘They are matters of themfelves, 
and would always be fo, according to the capa- 
city of their reafon ; they would be always in 
the hand of their own council : they are ftrong 
and great in their own eyes. O my God, / 
*6 thank thee, with Jefus Chrift, that thou haft 
‘« hid thy fecrets from the, wife and prudent, 
‘* and haft revealed them unto babes.” It is 
only children thou art familiar with. Thou: 
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treateft others after*their own way. They 
defire knowledge and fplendid virtues; thow 
giveft them fhining parts, and» makeit them 
/-ereat. But this is notthe beft portion. There ' 
is fomething more ieferved for thy dear chil- 
dren. ‘They repofe themfelves wich John, on 
thy bofom. As for thy great ones who al- 
ways dread ftooping and becoming little, thoa 
letteft them remain im their greatnefs : they 
fhall never tafte thy carefles and familiar inter- 
courfe. 

I have often remarked, that a finner of fmall 
natural underftanding, when he becomes fen- 
fibly affeéted with the love of God, and a fenfe 
of his errors, is more difpofed to hear this in- 
ward language of the fpirit of grace, than fome 
enlightened and learned perfons, who are grown 
old in their own wifdom. God, who feeks 
only to communicate himfelf, finds not room in 
thofe fouls, full of themfelves, and fo long 
nourifhed by their own wifdom and virtues? 
but he converfes freely with the fimple, and as 
the Scriptures fay, His fecret is with the righ» 
teous.* MP oe 

It is very uncommon for fuch as are’entirely’ 
devoted to God to fall into deliberate firs. 
Small faults appear great in our eyes, in pro- 
portion as the pure light. of God increafes in. 
our fouls; as the rifing.fun difcovers to us 
with more exaétnefs and clearnefs thofe -objeés 
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which, during the night, we could only fee 
confufedly. The increafe of inward light will 
difcover many imperfections, in a far worfe 
hight than they have hitherto appeared. Many 
miferies will be feen.to flow out of the heart, 
which were little fufpeéted to be found there. 

A foul that depends on God alone, is not 
furprifed at the fight of his own wretchednefs ; 
it 1s contented to fee that it can do nothing, 
and that Godalone can do all. 

One important rule is to abflain from fin: 
let us beware of refifting or extinguifhing the 
Spirit of God, who.inwardly warns us of 
it. Faults, committed through precipitation.or 
weaknefs, are_trifles, in comparifon of thofe 
_ where we are deaf to the fecret voice of the 
blefled Spirit, which {peaks in the bottom of 
our hearts. 

When any thing is required from thee that 
feems impoflible to nature, fay to thyfelf, No- 
thing is impoffible to God. 

We mutt not be difcouraged either by the 
experience of our weaknefs, or the diflike of a 
bufy life, if we are engaged in it; it is a mercy 
from God that we bewail this perturbation ; 
and the bewailing it is an antidote whicly pre- 
vents its corrupting our hearts. 

When we ftumble, or even fall, Jet us think 
of nothing but-rifing again, and renewing our 
courfe. at oe 

Be difcouraged at nothing, but fupport thy- 
f-lf with humility in inequalities, vo, 

an 
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and troubles: blefs God for the progrefs others 


make in virtue, as fincerely as if thou had{t 
made it thyfelf. — 


On Fidelity in fmall Matters. 


IT is in piety, as in the economy of tempo- 
ral goods: we fhall be fooner ruined by the 
neglect of trifles than by great expenfes. 
Whoever knows how to make {mall matters: 
turn to the beft account, will, in . fpiritual as 
well as temporal affairs, amafs great riches. 
The greateft fums are only {mall ones accumu- 
lated and carefully collected. He who lets 
nothing be loft will foon grow rich. 

Befides, we fhould confider that God does 
not fo much regard our a¢tions, as the motive 
of love which incites us to perform them, and 
the compliance he requires of our will. Mem 
judge of our actions only by what appears out-- 
wardly, God accounts as nothing, all that is in: 
them moft glaring in the eyes of men. 

What he would have, is a pure intention, 2 
will ready for all things, and pliant in his hands,. 
with a fincere detachment from ourfelves. Ak 
this is often exercifed with lefs danger to our 
pride, and in a way that tries us more feverely 
9n common gc qlions, than on the moft extra- 
ordinary. 
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ordinary. Nay, we often value a trifle more 
than a matter feemingly of great importance; 
we fhould, perhaps, find more difficulty to re- 
nounce a favourite amufement, than to beftow 
a Jarge fum in alms. 

We the more eafily deceive ourfelves in 
fmall things, as we believe them innocent, and 
imagine ourfelves lefs attached to them. Never- 
thelefs, we may eafily perceive by our concern 
when it pleafes God to deprive us of them, 
how exceflive and inexcufable our enjoyment of, 
and attachment to them was. Betides, if we 
are negligent on fmall occafions, we fhall often 
give offence to our family, our domefticks, and 
the world. They cannot imagine that we are 
fincerely pious, when in particular inftances 
they perceive us remifs and irregulat. What 
réafon have they to believe, that we fhould, 
without hefitation, make the greateft facrifices, 
when they fee that we decline the fmalleft? 

But what is of all other things the moit 
dangerous is, that this negle& of trivial matters 
accultoms the foul to infidelity. It grieves the 
holy Spirit, we become abandoned to our own 
will, and regard as nothing an offence againft 
God. Onthe contrary, perfeé love efteems 
nothing little, every thing that can either pleafe 
or difpleafe God feems important to it. Not 
that perfec love fills the foul with uneafinefs 
and feruples,. but it fets no _beunds to its fide- 
lity, it works fimply with God; and as it does 
not embarrafs itfelf with things that God re- 

quires 
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quires not‘of it, fo it never hefitates upon what’ 
he does require, whether it be great or whether 
it be fmall. It is not then by uneafinefs that 
we become faithful, but by a fentiment of love, . 
whichis free from the fears and‘difquiets of a 
ferupulous foul. We are, as it were, drawn on 
by the love of God, nor do we wifh to ac 
otherwife than we do. Whilft God urges the 
foul, with regard to the fmalleft particulars, | 
and feems to deprive it of all liberty, it finds 
itfelf enlarged, and enjoys a profound peace in 
him. © how happy is the foul in this ftate! 
As for thofe who have naturally lefs exaétnefs, 
they ought to obferve a more inviolable law 
with regard to fmall matters. They are tempted 
to defpife them; to. count them as nothing > 
they do not enough confider the confequence 
of them; they do not reprefent to themfelves 
the infenfible progrefs of the paflions; they 
even forget-their own fatal experiences. They 
choofe rather to promife themfelves an imagi- 
nary fteadinefs, and to confide in ‘heir own 
courage, which has fo often deceived hem, than 
to be fubje& to a continual fidelity. It is a 
trifle, they fay. Yes, it is atrifle, but fuch a 
trifle as is every thing to you, a trifle to which 
you are fo attached’ as to refufe to part with it 
to God; a trifle, which in order to excufe the 
refufal of, you defpife in words, but in reality 
fach a trifle as you keep back. from God, and 
as will prove your deftru@tion.’ Tt. is not a 
greatnefs of foul which induces us to defpife 
imall, 
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{mall things: on the contrary, it is by having 
too limited views, that we regard any thing as 
fmall, which is attended with fuch important 
confequences. The more difficulty we find in 
attending to {mall things, the more we ought 
to fear our negligence, and miftruft ourfelves. 
He that contemneth {mall things fhall fall by 
little and little. 

Fear not this continual attention to fmall 
things. At firft fome fteadinefs and courage 
will be neceffary ; but it is a felf-denial you 
have occafion for, that will conftitute your 
peace and fecurity; without it you cannot have 
either. God will by degrees render this ftate 
fweet andeafy. True love is attentive without 
pain or contention. 


On Tranfitory Motions, on Fidelity, and 
Simplicity. 


WHENEVER a motion of vain compla- 
cency, felf-confidence, haughtinefs, and impa- 
tience at the weaknefs of others, or at the 
troubles of our own ftate, is perceived, we 
fhould let all thefe things fall as a {tone to the 
bottom of the fea, and mutt defer ating till we 
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are in fuch a difpofition as recollection ought 
to put us in. 

If, through the furprife of paflion, any 
malignant emotion of nature fhould efcape us, 
we mutft not be difcouraged; but ftill purfuing 
our courfe, bear in peace before God the 
humiliation of our fault: by the inward con- 
fufion it occafions, it will ferve to promote the 
death of felf, to prevent the appropriation of 
the gifts of God, and to caufe us to confider 
ourfelves as nothing before him. 

The principal thing is to renounce our own 
wifdom by a fimple condué, and to be ready 
to facrifice the favour, efteem, and approbation 
of the world whenever God fo conduéts as to 
render it expedient. We are not to méddle 
with fuch things as God requires not of us, 
nor needlefsly expofe ourfelves, by afferting 
truths which well meaning people are not yet 
able to bear. 

When God gives the fignal, we muft part 
with and hazard all to follow him. To hefi- 
tate, to ftop, to faint at what he would have 
us do, to dread the expofing ourfelves too 
much, to be willing to fhelter ourfelves from 
all difgufts and contradictions, to feek plaufible 
excufes to difpenfe with our performing certain 
good attions, attended with difficulty and trou- 
ble, when we are convinced in our confcience 
that Ged expects them from us, and that he 
has placed us in a ftate to accomplifh them; 

this 
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this would be to:retake ourfelves, after having 
devoted ourfelves to God. 

Beware of this infidelity. Nothing is fo ter- 
rible as inwardly to refift God; it is the fin 
againft the Holy Ghoft, which Jefus Chrift — 
aflures us, /ball not be forgiven, neither in this 
world, neither in the world to come.* ‘This re- 
Gftance infenfibly extinguifhes the fpirit of grace 
in the heart. | 
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We are not to judge of the Virtues, which out: 
wardly appear in ourfelves or others, according 
to Human Ideas. 


IF we are furprifed at the weaknefs and cor- 
ruption of men, it is a fign we have not dived 
deep enough into the miferies of human nature 
in general, and of our own in particular, If 
we expected nothing good from men, nothing 
that is evil in them would aftonith us. Our 
aftonifhment proceeds then from our regarding 
humanity as fomething, whereas it is nothing, 
and worfe than nothing. ‘The tree ought not 
to furprife us, when it bears its natural fruits. 
But all our admiration is due to:Jefus Chrift, 

° as 
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into whom we were grafted, as St. Paul fays, 
when we were wild grapes, and in{tead of our 
former bitter fruits, produce the delicious fruits 
of virtue. Be not deceived by the moft fpe- 
cious ‘appearances of human virtue, which is 
poifoned by vain complacency and felf-confi- 
dence. That which is highly efeemed amongst 
mén, is abomination in the fight of God.* 

Let us ceafe to judge of virtues and vices, 
according to our own opinion which felf-love 
has depraved, and according to our falfe idea 
of greatnefs. There is nothing great, but that 
which abates itfelf before the fole and fovereign 
greatnefs. ‘The bias of our heart makes us 
endeavour to be great; but God would hum- 
ble and leffen us im his hands. Let us fuffer 
him to do fo. 

Many people, who feek God, are often full 
of troubles; not that God authorifes their im- 
perfeétions; but becaufe their imperfe&ions 
retard them, and prevent their advancing to 
him in the fhorteft way. They cannot advance 
quickly, for they are burthened with them- 
felves, and a long train of fuperfluities. Some 
are ignorant of their own hearts, and imagine 
themfelves attached to nothing, though they 
are attached to every thing. ‘They are flat- 
tered by their own reafons, while they weigh 
thofe of others by the weights of the fanétu- 
ary; and by this means, while they talk of 
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nothing but righteoufnefs and fidelity, they be- 
come really unjuft. 

They are prejudiced againft fuch as they are 
jealous of: this jealoufy, which conceals itfelf 
in the moft inward recefles of the heart, exag- 
gerates the {malleft defects; they are full of 
their neighbours failings, and cannot be filent 
with regard to them. Hence proceed artful 
criticifms and ill offices, which they are guilty 
of, without being intentionally fo. 

There are faults committed through paflion 
and frailty, that we eafily comprehend are not 
incompatible with fincere piety ; but we do not 
as clearly underftand, that other faults, which 
are the confequence of illufion, felf-love, and 
cuftom, are compatible with a fincere intention 
to pleafe God. It is true this intention is 
neither pure nor {trong enough; however, 
though weak and imperfeét, it is fincere within 
its own limits. A perfon is coyetous, but he 
perceives it not; it is hid under fpecious, pre- . 
tences ; he calls it economy, a care to avoid. 
watte, a prudential forefight.. Another. is en- 
vious, but perceives not this malignant paflion 
which conceals itfelf; it dare not appear, the 
fight of it would be produétive of too much, 
confufion; it therefore difguifes itfelf, and. 
fometimes deceives the perfon that is troubled. 
with it, more effectually than thofe who exa- 
mine it with critical eyes. A third. is full of 
afperity, difficult to be pleafed, and apt to 
take offence on all occafions: all this is the 
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effect of felf-intereftednefs;. but this imterefted- 
nefs adorns itfelf with many fpecious reafonings. 
I conclude, therefore, that fome good people 
have imperfections mixed with their good will; 
becanfe their will, although good, is ftill weak, 
divided, and retarded, by the fecret fprings of 
felf-love. 

Our very ardour againft the defeéts of others, 
is in itfelf a great defe&. That difdain at the 
mifery of others, is a mifery that does not fuf- 
ficiently know itfelf. When fhall we regard as 
nothing all that is in ourfelves or others? God 
is all good, the creature all evil. 

The light of God alone can, by its increafing 
in us, enable us to penetrate the abyfs of evil, 
which is in the heart of every man. But while 
it fhows the depth of this evil, it fhows alfo 
the good that God blends with it. It is a mix- 
ture of good and evil that we can fearce per- 
fuade ourfelves of. The fervants would fepa- 
rate them, but the mafter of the family fays, 
Let both grow together till the time of harveft.* 

The chief thing is, not to be difcouraged at 
fo fad a fpe@acle, nor to carry our diftruft too 
far. 2 People, who are naturally open and con- 
fident, are more dejected and diftruftful than 
others, when they are by experience difcou- 
raged from being fo. There is much to guard 
again{t from this quarter, efpecially when our 
fituation expofes to our view the miferies Ae 
the 
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the human race, envy, jealoufy, rab fudements, 
&c. reprefent numberlefs innocent things as 
evil, and exaggerate many flight imperfections. 
‘Thefe things unite to attack and weary our pa- 
tience, our confidence, and charity; but let us 
not be moved, God referves to himfelf faithful 
fervants, who, if they do not all, do.a great 
deal in comparifon of the reft of the corrupted 
world, and confidering their fallen nature. 

They fee their imperfe&tions, and are hum- 
bled at them; they fight againft them; they cor- 
rec them, it is true, but flowly; but in the end 
they do corre& them; they praife God for what 
they have done, and condemn themfelves for 
what they have left undone. : 

If we are convinced that God ought to be 
ferved in a better manner, then, without hefita- 
tion, or fetting any bounds to our defires, let us 
afpire after this true worfhip, where the: crea- 
ture has nothing left for it. O that this blefled 
{tate was ours! Far from impatiently bearing 
with thofe who are not in it, the vaft extent of 
our hearts would render us indulgent and com- 
paffionate to all the weaknefles of their con- 
tracted hearts. The more perfeé& we are our- 
felves, the more apt we are to make allowances 
for the imperfeétions of others. ‘The Pharifees 
could not endure the publicans and harlots,. 
with whom Jefus Chrift converfed with fo much 
mildnefs and lenity. When-we are no longer 
attached to felf, we enter into that greatnefs of 
God which nothing wearies or difcourages. 

“) «When. 
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When fhall we attain this liberty and enlarge- 
ment of heart! He who no longer lives to 
himfelf, is, through God, every thing to his 
neighbour: he who is ftill in himfelf, lives 
neither to God or his neighbour, but in a {mall 
degree. 

May peace, truth, fimplicity, liberty, pure 
faith, and a difinterefted love, make us a per- 
tect burnt-offering. 


| On the Advantages of Silence and RecolleEtion. 


' WE fhould endeavour to be as filent as the 
decency of human intercourfe will permit— 
Silence produces the prefence of God, prevents 
many offenfive words, and fuppreffes much 
railery, and the paffing many dangerous judg- 
ments on our neighbour. 

Silence humbles the fpirit, and by degrees 
detaches it from the world: it will fupply our 
wants in the perplexities we experience. Pro- 
vided we never fpeak unprofitably, there will 
be many vacant moments, even in the midft of 
company, in which we are detained againft our 
will. 

- We with for liberty to pray to God, and 
God who knows beft what is needful for us, 

mortifies 
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mortifies us by placing us in a ftate of per- 
plexity and fubjection. 

The mortification that comes by the direction 
of God, will be more beneficial than the delights 
of prayer, made according to our own ehoice and 
fancy. So much retirement is not neceflary in 
order to love God: when he affords us leifure, 
we mutt take it, and profit by it: till then, let 
us exercife our faith, by firmly believing that 
whatever he gives is beft for us. 

Let us fuffer patiently whatever comes acrofs. 
God deals with us according to our wants; and 
as we are fenfible of the truths of religion, it 
is more requifite to be mortified than to receive 
new lights. . ; 

A ftate of diffipation is to be feared, but this 
may be avoided by filence. If we are faithful 
to remain filent when it is not neceflary for 
us to fpeak, God will not fuffer us to be diffi- 
pated by ufeful converfation. » 

Thefe mortifications, which we choofe our- 
felves, do not deftroy felf-love fo effeétually as 
thofe which God daily diftributes to us. Thofe 
have nothing in them which can fupport our 
felf-will: and as they come immediately from 
a merciful Providence, they bring with them 
a grace proportioned to all our neceflities. 
We have, therefore, nothing to do, but daily to. 
refign ourfelves to God, who carries us in his 
arms, as a tender mother does her child: let us. 
believe, hope, and love, with all the fimplicity 
of children: in all our neceflities, let us turn 

our 
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‘ur eyes towards our heavenly Father: behold 
what he fays in the Scriptures, Caz a woman 
forget her fucking child, that fhe fhould not have 
compaffion on the fon of her womb? Yea, they 
may forget, yet will I not forget thee.* 


On the Advantages of the Crofs. 


WE find it difficult to be convinced of the 
mercy of God in loading thofe he loves with 
crofles. Why, fay they, fhould he delight in 
our fufferings? Cannot he make us good with- 
_out making us miferable? Yes, without doubt, 
God could do fo; for nothing is impoflible to 
him. He holds in bis Almighty hands the hearts 
of the children of men, and turneth them as 
he pleafeth. But God, who has power to fave 
us without the crofs, has not willed it fo: in 
like manner as he has willed that men fhould 
arrive at maturity by degrees, and firft pafs 
through all the diftrefles and weakneffes of child- 
hood, rather than be born in the full ftrength 
of riper years. In this he is the Mafter; our 
part is to be filent, and adore his profound 
wifdom, although we do not comprehend it.— 
Thus much we clearly fee, that we cannot 
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become truly good, but in proportion as we 
become humble, and detached from felf, fo as 
to render all to God. 

The operation of grace which detaches us 
from ourfelves, and takes away felf-love, mutt, 
without a miracle of grace, be painful. God 
does not in the eperations of grace, any more 
than in thofe of nature, daily work miracles. 

It would be as great a miracle in grace to fee 
a perfon full of himfelf, become in a moment 
dead to-all felf-intereft and fenfibility, as to fee 
the child that went to bed laft night, rife this 
morning as tall and ftrong as a man of thirty. 
God conceals his operations in the courfe of 
srace, as well as nature, under an infenfible 
fucceflion of events, and by this means keeps 
uz in the obfeurity of faith. He not only ac- 
complifhes his work by degrees, but by means 
the moft fimple and fuitable for its fuccefs; 
that the means appearing fuitable to the end, 
human wifdom may attribute the fuccefs to 
fecond caufes, and {fo the finger of God be lefs 
obferved; otherwife all that God effe&ts would 
be evidently a perpetual miracle, which would 
deftroy that faith in which he would have us 
live. lcidenl te 

It is to preferve us in this obfeurity of faith, 
with regard to the operation of grace, that 
God renders it tedious and painful. He makes 
ufe of the inconftancy and: ingratitude of the 
creatures, and the difgufts and difappointments 
we experience in profperity, to detach us from 
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ourfelves, and that deceitful profperity. He 
prevents our being proud of ourfelves by the 
experience of our weaknefs and corruption, 
which is manifeft by our numberlefs relapfes. 

We defire to be fuddenly confumed by the 
flames of pure love; but this would coft us 
fearcely any thing: it is the excefs of our felf- 
love that makes us defirous to become thus per- 
feé& in a moment, and at fo cheap a rate. 

Of what then can we complain? Our evil is 
that we are all attached to the creatures, and 
ftill more to ourfelves. God prepares a fuc- 
ceflion of events, which by degrees draw us 
from the creatures, and in the end from our- 
felves. This operation is painful; but it is our 
corruption which renders it neceflary, and 
occafions all the pain that we fuffer. If our 
fleth was found, the furgeon would make no 
incifion in it: he only cuts in proportion to the 
depth of the wound, and fo far as the fleth is 
corrupted: if the operation is painful to us, it 
is becaufe of the extremity of our diforder. Is 
it cruelty in the furgeon to cut to the quick? 
No, quite the reverfe; it is affection, it is judg- 
ment; he would thus treat his only fom. God 
deals with us after the fame manner. His 
fatherly heart does not feek to vex us: but he 
cuts us to the quick, in order to heal the ulcer 
in our hearts. He muft take from us what we 
love too much; what we love with an irregular 
and faulty love ; what we fo love as to be pre- 
judicial to the love of him. And what is the 
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confequence of this treatment? He makes us 
cry, like children, when a knife is taken from 
them, with which they were playing, and might 
have hurt themfelves. We weep and difcourage 
ourfelves; we are ready to murmer again{t God, 
as children that are vexed with their mothers. 
But God fuffers us to cry, and faves us. Even 
when he appears to overwhelm us, it is for our 
advantage, and to prevent the injury we would 
do to ourfelves. ‘What we lament the lofs of 
here, would have made us lament eternally. 
What we efteemed loft, was really loft when we 
imagined we pofleffed it. God has fecured it, 
that he may fpeedily reftore it to us im an ap- 
- proaching eternity. 

He deprives us of things we love, that we 
may love them with a pure, folid, and tempe- 
rate love; and that he may fecure to us the 
everlafting enjoyment of them in his bofom, fo 
2s to do us an hundred fold more good, than 
we ourfelves know how to defire in them. 

In the creation of the univerfe, his wifdom 
meafured and weighed the fmalleft atom. It is 
he that each moment produces and renews the 
breath of life which animates us; it is he who 
numbers our days, and holds in his Omnipotent 
hands the keys of the grave, to open or to 
fhut it. : - 

What ftrikes us moft, is as nothing in the 
fight of God; a little more, or a little lefs of 
life, is a difference which difappears im the 


prefence of his eternity. Of what importance 
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is it whether this weak veflel, this body of clay, 
fhould be reduced to alhes a little fooner, or a 
little later ? 

O how contra&ed are our views of things! 
We are alarmed to fee a perfon die in the 
flower of his youth. We cry out, What a lofs 
is this! But to whom is the lofs? What. does 
he lofe that dies? A few years of vanity and 
Ulufion, to be {pent in danger of eternal death. 
God takes him away from the midft of his 
iniquities, and haftens to fnatch him from this 
corrupted world, and his own weaknefs. What 
do they lofe whe moft loved him? They lofe 
the poifon of a worldly felicity; they lofe the 
_ forgetfulnefs of God and themfelves into which 

they were plunged; or rather, they gain by the 
eflicacy of the crofs, the blefiednefs which comes 
from detachment. ‘The fame ftroke that faves 
him who dies, prepares others (whom their 
forrows detach from themfelves) courageoully 
to work out their falvation. 

What difference is there now between two 
perfons who lived an hundred years ago? One 
of them furvived the other twenty years; but 
now they are both dead. Their feparation, 
which at that time appeared fo long, does not 
appear fo to us, and was in truth but a fhort 
feparation, Some regard themfelves as if they 
were immortal, or at leaft as if they had many 
years before them. O the folly of human 
wifdom! Thofe we fee dying every day, follow 
clofe upon thofe who are already dead. The 
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man who this day fets out on a journey, would 

‘not think himfelf at a great diftance from him 
who fet off but two days before him. Life 
glides away like a torrent. The paft is but as 
a dream; the prefent, when we think we enjoy 
it, flies from us, and finks into the abyfs of the 
paft; the future will be of the fame nature, and 
will as rapidly pafs by us. The days, the 
months, the years, like the waves of the fea, 
flow one after another: in a few moments, ina 
“very, few I fay, and all fhall be ended. 

It is true we fuffer, but then it is by the will 
of God, in order to purify us, and render us 
worthy of him. The world fmiled upon us, 
and this profperity poifoned our hearts. Would 
we fpend all our days, even to the moment of 
our death, in that foftnefs, that delicacy, that 
vain joy, that fplendor, that triumph of pride, 
that relifh for the world which is at enmity with 
Jefus Chrift, and that diftance from the crofs, 
which alone ought to fanétify us? 

~The world will frown upon us; jit will un- 
‘gratefully forget us, and ceafe to acknowledge 
“us; it will confider us as in the clafs of thofe 
things which no longer exift. Well, and are 
we to be furprized that the world continues to 
be like itfelf, unjuft, deceitful, and perfidious ¢ 
Yet it is this world we are not alhamed to love. 
‘Tt is from this world that God would draw us, 
to deliver us from its curfed flavery, that we 
“may enter into the liberty of detached fouls. 
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O my God, thou who feeft the foundation 
of our mifery, it is thou alone that canft heal 
it. Hafte then to beftow on us faith, hope, 
love, and that Chriftian fortitude which we 
want. Grant that we may inceflantly look up 
to thee, O Father Almighty, who giveft nothing 
to thy children but what.is conduétive to their 
falvation. 

Lift up my heart, O my God; Give me one 
that will fear only to difpleafe thee. Lord, 
thou feeft the weaknefs of thy creature, who 
has no refource in himfelf, every thing fails him; 
and fo much the better, provided thou doft not 
fail him, and that he feeks in thee all that he 
defpairs to find in his own heart. 


On Croffes. 


ALL that is painful in our way to God, are 
crofles, which we mutt patiently bear, and they 
will be a means of uniting us to him, if we 
endure them humbly. The things that confound 
and overwhelm our pride, will do us {till more 
good, than fuch as animate our virtue. We 
have need to be caft down, like Paul at the 
gates of Damafcus, and to be deprived of all 
refource but in God alone. 

Nature only infpires an haughty and difdain- 
ful courage, and is provoked at thofe perfons 
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that God makes ufe of, in order to humble us. 
We mutt bear his croffes in filence, with an 
humble peaceful courage; being ftrong in God, 
_but not in ourfelves; great throug the fweet- 
“nefs of patience, and little through humility. 

When God, in the humiliations he fends us, 
wounds us even to the quick, fo much the 
better: it is the merciful Phyfician that applies 
a remedy to thofe diforders he has a mind to 
heal: let us be filent, and adore the hand that 
ftrikes us: let us not open our mouths but to 
fay, ‘* I have ‘well deferved it.” Be the cup 
ever fo bitter, we mult drink it even to the 
dregs, as did Jefus Chrift. Me died even for 
his murderers, and has-taught us to love, blels, 
and pray for thofe who are the caute of our 
fufferings. 

In the feafons of adverfity and temptation we 
ought to be doubly earneft in our prayers. We 
thall find in the heart of Jefus dying on the 
crofs, all that we want in our own hearts, to 
engage us to love thofe whom our pride prompts 
us to hate. 

When we love the crofs, it is but half a crofs, 
becaufe love foftens every ‘thing ; ; and we fuffer 
much becaufe we love little. Happy is he who 
fuffers much, and wretched is he who fuffers 
not with Jefus Chrift; for we are come into 
this svorld only to be made yaa through 
fufferings. 

God tries us by ficknefs, and by. outward 
fabjeftions, al] which we muft turn to our 
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advantage. All our croffes are neceflary for 
us. When we fuffer much, it is becaufe we 
have many attachments that fhould be cut off. 

Croffes are our daily bread: our foul”has ~ 
occafion for a ceftain portion every day, in 
order to detach it from itfelf, as the body ftands 
in need of a certain quantity of food to nourifh 
it. We ftand in need of croffes, and fhould be 
deftitate of all good, was. not God careful to 
turn the life of this world into bitternefs, in 
order to detach us from it. Be x 

- The crofs is never without its fruit, when we 
receive it in the fpirit of facrifice. We mutt . 
accept it, adoring the hand of God, who lays 
it on us only for our fanctification. Bleffed is 
he who is always ready, and never fays, it is too 
much ; who depends not on himfelf, but on the 
Almighty; who defires no more confolation 
than God is willing to give him; and whofe 
nourifhment is the pure will of God. 

There are in croffes fo many marks of mercy, 
that if nature is afflicted, faith ought to rejoice. 
It is in the crofs we find peace, by fubmiffion 
and the facrifice of our pleafures. Thus far 
does God urge the foul to bring it from all that 
is not himfelf. What then is to be done, but 
to embrace the prefent crofs, and fuffer our- 
felves to be crucified? When he has thoroughly 
erucified, he comforts us; but does not as the 
creatures do, give us poifonous comforts to 
nourifh the venom of felf-love. His comforts 
are pure and folid. 
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‘The peace that is experienced in fubmiffion, 
without any outward alleviation, is a great 
gift: by this God accuftoms us to be exercifed 
without being deje&ted. Though our too 
flothful nature fhould be caft down, our heart 
remains firm; it is a peace fo much the purer, 
as it is barren. 

The confideration of the right of God over 
us his creatures, and that of our own wretched- 
nefs, which deferves nothing but humiliations 
and crofles, is the bread that ought to nouriflr 
us in all trials. Let us fuffer God toa&; men 
can avail nothing: fometimes, when all feems 
to be loft, all is in reality faved. God is pleafed 
1o caft us down, and raife us up again by his 
hand alone. f 
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£° Yhe croffes, which we choofe for ourfelves,: 
are fcarcely any thing: it is God alone who 
\ knows how to crucify us. Hoty : 

“ ‘Phe croffes’ which are fent by God, and: 
under which he would have us bend, will not 
in themfelves fupprefs our pride: it is only by 
a renunciation of our {pirit in filence: before’ 
God, that we fhall become humble and fofteried 
through his grace. ‘ CAD: 

The croffes of an anxious folicitude, with 
regard to futurity, are not according to the will 
of God: we have no unétion to fupport us in 
them; nor fhall we fuffer them but through 
au infidelity which alienates us from) grace; fo 
that they are always bitter, all is darknefs, nor 
is there any refource; and the foul that would, 
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through, curiofity, tafte this forbidden fruit, 
finds in it nothing but death and. rebellion, 
without confolation. This is the effe& of not 
trufting God, and daring to penetrate into thole 
fecrets of which het$ jealous. ~~ rete 
“Let us then fhut our eyes with regard to all’ 
that God conceals from us, and that he keeps 
in ftore in the treafures of his wifdom: let us 
adore, without feeing; let us be filent: let us 
continue in peace. ‘Lhe crofles of the prefent 
moment always bring with them proportionable 
grace, and confequently their mitigation: we 
then fee the hand of God which manifefts itfelf 
in them. . 
Jefus Chrift fays, Sufficient unto the day is the 
evil thereof.* ‘The evil of each day is converted. 
into good, when we fuffer God to a&@. “What 
ate we that we fhould fay to him, © For what 
¢ reafon doft. thou do this?’ He is the Lord, 
and that is fufficient. Jt is the Lord: let him do 
what feemeth him good.t Whether he raifes us 
up, or cafts us down; whether he ftrikes or 
comforts us; whether he bruifes us, or heals 
our wounds; whether he gives life or death, 
he is.always the Lord; we are but his work- 
manfhip. What does it fignify, fo he is glorified, 
and his will accomplifhed in us? Our comfort, 
ought to be the certainty that he wills our 
falvation. . 
Let us come out of ourfelves; let us no 
longer love ourfelves with a diforderly love, 
* Matti vi. 340 ¢ 1 Sam, pi: 18, 
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and the will of God, which will in all things 
unfold itfelf, will alfo comfort us in whatever 
he brings to pafs around us, or in us, 

When our heavenly Father tries us here be- 
low, with a variety of temptations both inward 
and outward, let us rejoice; for it is by fuch 
affliftions, that our’ faith more precious tban 
gold is purified. Let us rejoice, that we thus 
prove the delufion and emptinefs of all that is 
not God; for it is by this experience that we 
are drawn from ourfelves and the defires of the 
world. What, fhall we be difcouraged when 
it is the hand of God that haftens to perform 
his work? This we every day wifh that he-may 
do, and yet when he begins to doit, we are 

troubled; our floth and impurities refift the 
hand of God. A piety wi j 
pote eae Se 
h"Whilft we remain fhut up in ourfelves, we 
are expofed to the contradiG@tions of men; our 
paflions clafh with thofe of our neighbours ; 
the fenfibility of our paflions, and the jealoufy 
of our pride, render us open to attacks from 
all fides ; there is no peace or hope in our- 
felves, while we are at the mercy. of a troop 
of covetous and infatiable defires, and while 
we know not how to content this me, that is 
fo jealous, fo delicate, and fo fufpicious of every 
thing that touches it. REY 

Hence it comes to pafs, that in our inter- 
courfe with our neighbour, we are like a fick 
man who has languifhed a long time in bed: 

there 
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there is no patt of his body but what is fore to 
the touch: difeafed felf-love is fo foftened by 
itfelf, it cannot bear to be touched, without 
crying out. ‘To this delicacy add the rudenefs 
of a neighbour, fo full of imperfeétions, that he 
does not even know them himfelf, and likewife 
the reproaches of that neighbour againit our 
imperfeétions which are as great as his. Thus 
do the fons of Adam punilh each other: be- 
hold in all nations, all towns, all communities, 
all families, and even between two friends, the 
martyrdom of felf-love. 

The remedy by which peace is to be found, 
is to come out of felf. We muft renounce it, 
and facrifice all’ felf-intereft, that we may no 
longer have any thing more to love, to fear, or 
to be folicitous about. It is then we tafte the true 
peace referved for men of a good will; that is 
to fay, for fuch as have no other will but that 
of God, which becomes theirs. Then men 
can do no more to us; for they cannot lay hold 
of us either by our defires or fears. Man has», 
no power again{t us but what is given him by _ 
‘God, and that power being the will of God, | 
is ours alfo. In this {tate we place our trea- 
fure fo high, that no hand can reach to deprive 
us of it. ‘They mangle our reputation, but 
we fubmit to it; for we know how good it is 
to be humbled when God bhumbles us. We 
are difappointed in friendfhip; fo much the 
better; he is the only true friend who is jea- 
lous of ail others, and who detaches us from 
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them, to render our attachments more pure. 
We are haraffed, conftrained, and reduced to 
fubmifion, but it is God that does it, and that 
is fufficient: we love the hand that. bruifes us, 
and we find peace in al! thefe troubles: bleffed 
peace that attends us even to the crofs! 2 ial 
~The more perfeé our refignation, the greater 
will be our peace: if there ftill remain fome 
attachments, and fome defires, our peace is 
imperfe&t: when all cords are broken, then 
there is unbounded liberty. Let difgrace, pain, 
and death, fall upon me, while I hear Jefus 
Chrift, who fays to me, Be not afraid of them 
that kill the body, and after that, have no:more 
power that they can do.* f 
O how weak are they, even when they de- 
prive us of life! Very contracted is that power 
which can only break an earthen veffel; that 
can only kill what of itfelf dies daily: they can 
haften a little that death, which is in fac a 
deliverance; after which we efcape out of their 
hands into the bofom of God, where-all is 
permanéiit peace. . 
We are in this world only to fuffer; woe 
unto thofe that have their confolation inthis 
world! They will not find it in the next. ) This 
life is the feafon of temptation ‘and trials, to 
correé&t, purify, and wean us: when we have 
no more ta fuffer, we fhall no longer have 
“oecafion to live ; as a patient, when-cured, is 
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diicharged from an hofpital: it is only by fufs 
fering that our cure is effected. n 
We mutt never think of thofe whe difquiet us,, 
but in order to forgive them ;-we muft regard 
ry a IS Naat 
God in them, Who makes ufe of them to exertife 
our humility, our patiencéy and Our love of the 
‘ny tr _— ° aly 
crois. We fhall hereafter, in the. prefence of 
Ged, fee how ufeful they have been to us who 
have crucified us,, by nailing us to the qrofs with 
oe mm Sexe ee fs 
Jefus Chrut...‘The pains they caufe will foon 
pals away, but the fruit refuliing from them 
will be everlatting. .. 
d % 
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On Senfibility in Troubles. 


. THIS fenfibility is, by our great Creator, 

interwoven in our conftitution, in. order to 
exercife our patience and refignation, Let us 
then enter into his defigns.. Temptations are 
neceflary for.us; but let us remember he always 
proportions them to our flrength. Thofe within, 
as well as thofe that are from without, all tend 
to. crown us with victory, if we are faithful in the 
combat. Inward temptations are however more 
ufeful, as they more immediately humble us, and 
make us fenfible of our inward corruption.— 
‘Thofe from without, ferve to {how us the malig- 
nity of our neighbour, while thofe that proceed 
c 6 from 
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from within, make us fenfible that we are as 
much depraved in our difpofitions as the reft of 
the world.’ 

Let us, with a humble confidence, bear the 
temptations that fpring from our own heart, 
as well as the {torms we encounter from others. 
Pride often renders us uneafy and dejeéted, at 
the experience of that inward oppofition which 
proceeds from our paffions: it wifhes to have 
all in fubjeCtion, that it may glory in the com- 
bat, and behold with complacency its own 
perfection. 

Let us then endeavour to be faithful, by 
turning our will entirely to God; let usin all 
tempefts commit ourfelves to him, who means 
~ to fhow us by them, the thipwrecks to which 
we fhould be expofed, did not his Almighty 
hand preferve us in them. 

Should our frailty fo far prevail us to make 
us voluntarily fall, then let us humble ourfelves, 
and lofe no time to return to God: but let it 
be done with calmnefs and refolution. Let us, 
when fallen, rife again, and vigoroufly renew 
our courfe, without being ibis at the 
fight of our folly. 


The 


( 6 ) 


The neceffity of the Purification of the Soul, with 
. re[peét to the gifts of God. 


GOD, though apparently fo fevere, never 
caufes any to fuffer for the fake of fuffering. 
He ftrikes only to heal; the feverity of the ope- 
ration proceeds only from the evil that muft 
be taken away: he would make no invifion if 
all was found.—Judge, therefore, how deep 
and envenomed muft our wounds be, fince 
God, who is fo tender to us, caufes our fuf- 
ferings to be fo fharp. 

Thus as he makes us fuffer only in order to 
/ our cure, fo he fometimes deprives us of his 
gifts, that he may reftore them to us an hundred 
fold. Through love he deprives us of the 
pureft of his gifts, when we poffefs them im- 
purely. ‘The purer our gifts are, the more 
_jealous is he of appropriating or direéting them 
to ourfelves. The moft eminent graces are 
the moft deadly poifons, if we reft in them, 
and regard them with complacency. It is the 
fin of the fallen angels; they only turned to 
themfelves, and regarded with complacency 
their ftate; at that inftant they fell from hea- 
ven, and became the enemies of God. 

This example fhows how little men think of 
thofe fins which are the greateft, of all; yet it 
is very rare to find a foul fo pure as to poffefs 
the gifts of God with purity, without afluming 
a property in them. When they think of 
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God’s graces it is for themfelves. They are 
grieved, and: deje&ted: when all fenfible relifh 
and perception of grace is taken from them: 
in fhort, it is felf and not God that engrofles 
their thoughts. . 

From hence it comes to pafs, that all percep- 
tible virtues have heed to be purified, becautle 
they. nourifh the natural life in us. Corrupt 
nature can derive food even from thofe graces 
that are the moft contrary to nature: felf-love 
is fed, not only by aufterities and humiliations, 
by fervent prayer and felf-denial, but even by 
the pureft felf-dereliction, and the greateft fa- 
crifices: to complete our purification, we muft 
facrifice even the gifts of God. This muft be 
‘done before the offering can be perfect; all 
muft be given up; we muft even renounce.the 
perception by which we refleé&t on having aban- 
doned all. 

Man does not find God perfeétly, but in the 
lofs of all his gifts, and in the real facrifice of 
all that belongs to felf. We cannot lofe our- 
felves totally in God, till all other fupport 
fails us. 

We ought, therefore, rightly to comprehend 
the neceflity of this deprivation of God’s grace, 
which, by degrees, purifies every divine gift; 
for there is not one, be it ever fo exalted, that 
after having been the means of our advance- 
ment, does notin the end commonly prove a 
{nare and an obftacle to us, by our imagined 
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property in it, which fullies the foul; and for 
this reafon God withdraws his favours. 

But he takes not away his grace to deprive 
us of it for ever: he takes it only to reftore it 
without that defiling appropriation which we, 
unknown to ourfelves, had afflumed in it. The 
lofs of the gift ferves to difcover to us that it 
was not our oWn, and being thus undeceived 
it is reftored to us an hundred-fold. 


, Of the internal Operation of God, to bring Man 
back to the true End of his Creation. 


IN the infancy of our fpiritual life, God 
exercifes us, to bring us by degrees from all 
the creatures that we love too much. But this 
outward work, although neceffary for the foun- 
dation of the edifice, conftitutes but a fmall 
part of it. The internal work, although invi- 
fible, is the greate{t, moft difficult, and won- 
derful. 

‘There comes a time, when God, after havy- 
ing {tripped us, and mortified us by the crea- 
‘tures to which we were attached, exercifes us 
inwardly, in order to draw us from ourfelves. 
It is not foreign fupport he then deprives us of, 
but that very felf which was the center of our 
love; all the reft we only loved for felf, and 

-it 


C 64 


it is this felf which God would remove. Cut 
off the branch of a tree; fo far from killing it, 
you add ftrength to the fap, and will fee it bud 
with redoubled vigour; but go to the root of 
it, and it will languifh, caft ics leaves, and at 
length die. Thus would God have our old 
man completely deftroyed. 

Let no one fay, thefe are vat imaginations. 
Can they doubt God’s immediate operation on 
the foul? or that he does not fo aé as to de- 
ftroy the life of felf? Gan they doubt that God, 
after having mortified the grofler paflions, does 
not endeavour to fubdue all the fubtle wind- 
ings of felf-love, efpecially in fouls generoufly 
and without referve devoted to the fpirit of 
_ grace? The more he would purify them, the 
feverer are their inward trials. The world 
can neither fee nor underftand thefe trials; the 
world is blind, its wifdom is foolifhnefs, it can- 
not agree with the Spirit of Truth; for as the 
apottle fays, The things of God knoweth no man, 
but the fpirit of God.* 

At firft they are not accuftomed to this in- 
ward work, which deprives the foul of every 
thing. ‘They are very willing to be fileat, to 
leave themfelves to the direGtions of Providence, 
as a man fuffers himfelf to be carried by the 
ftream: but they are afraid of hearkening to 
the internal-voice that calls them to the facri- 
fice God has prepared. baie 
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The oppofition of our own wifdom and felf- 
love to thefe motions, fufficiently proves that 
they are from God, as it is evident that what 
prevents our obeying them is fome felfith fen- 
fibility, The more we fear to do thefe things 
the more neceffary they are: for our fear is 
owing to delicacy, an untra@able humour, or 
an attachment to earthly views and fatisfadtions ; 
but all thefe fentiments of the natural life muft 
be extinguifhed. Thus, all pretence for delay 
is removed by the innocence of the matters in 
queftion, and our inward conviction that they 
will conduce to the deftruétion of felf. 

A readinefs and compliance in thefe motions 
is advantageous to the foul. ‘Fhofe who have 
ftrength enough not to hefitate, foon make a 
wonderful progrefs. Others reafon, and never 
fail to find fome prétences to difpenfe with their 
following thefe motions: they would and they 
would not; they wait for certainties; they 
feek fuch advice concerning their ftate, as may 
free them from doing what they fear to do, and 
at every {tep they look behind them: they faint 
in irrefolution, and infenfibly drive from them 
the Spirit of God. 

At firft they grieve him by their hefitations, 
then provoke him by aétual refiftance, and 
laftly extinguifh his good motions by reiterated 
difobedience. his refiftance of grace is always 
under the cover of divers pretences, which 
they find to authorife it: but infenfibly they 
lofe the unétion of the Holy One, and the fim- 
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plicity of faith; and notwithftanding all their 
endeavours to deceive themfelves, they are not 
at peace; they have fomething at the bottom 
of their hearts which inceffantly reproaches 
them with their negle& of God. But as the 
confequence of their negle& is God’s with- 
drawing from them his facred checks and infpi- 
rations, fo the foul becomes more hardened ; 
it no longer taftes true peace; on the contrary, 
it is every day more alienated from it, by feck- 
ing it where it is not; it is like a diflocated 
bone, which, though always painful while out 
of its proper place, yet does not endeavour to 
regain it; but, on the contrary, fixes itfelf in its 
wrong fituation. “ 


On Chrifian PerfeBiion. 


CHRISTIAN Perfeétion has not in it that 
feverity and reftraint we may imagine. It in- 
deed requires that we fhould devote ourfelves 
to God from-the bottom of our hearts; but then 
when we are thus devoted unto Ged, all that 
we do for him becomes eafy.  ‘Thofe that with 
undivided hearts thus live to God are always 
content; for they will nothing but what he 
wills, and would do all for him that he would 
have them do; they part with every thing ia! 
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his fake, and receive from him an hundred fold 
reward. 

Peace of confcience, the fweetnefs of being 
refigned to God, the joy arifing from the in- 
creafing light of God in their fouls; and finally, 
a freedom from the fears and tyrannizing paf- 
fions of the world, conftitnte that hundred 
fold. of happinefs which the true children of 
God poffefs in the midit of crofles, if ehteye 
are but faithful. 

Happy the.man who thus gives himfelf to 
God. He is delivered from his paffions, from 
the rafh judgments of men, their malevolence, 
and the tyranny of their maxims; from the: 
_ inconftancy of friends, the fnares and artifices 
of enemies, from his own weaknefs, from the 
forrows of life, from the horrors of a wicked 
death, from the cruel remorfe arifing from cri- 
minal pleafures; and laftly, from the eternal 
condemnation of God. 

The Chriftian is delivered from a multitude 
of evils; feeing, that’by placing his will in the 
hands of God, he wills no more than God 
wills: and thus he finds his confolation through 
faith, and hope, in the mid{t of all his fuffer- 
ings. 

Happy they who, with fixed faith, refign 
themfelves’ into the arms of the Father of 
mercies, and God of all comfort, as he is called 
by St. Paul: then they defire nothing. more. 
than to know what they owe to God; and 
they fear nothing fo much as not to fee oh 
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he requires. When they receive frefh light 
from his law, they rejoice as a mifer who has 
found a treafure. 

- The true Chriftian refigns himfelf to all the 
calamities that Providence is pleafed to afflict 
him with; wills all that happens to him, and: 
never wifhes.for what he has not: the more 
he loves Ged, the greater is his contentment ; 
and the higheft degree of perfeétion, far from 
opprefling him, renders his burden the lighter. 

' O the folly of fearing to be too much de- 
voted to God! It is fearmg to be too happy; 
it is fearing: to be in all things too much at- 
tached to the will of God; it is fearing to. fup- 
port with too much fortitude our inevitable 
’ croffes; to derive too much confolation from the 
love of God; and. to be too much difengaged 
from thofe paflions that render us miferable... - 

Let us then difpife all earthly things, that 
we may be entirely at the difpofal of God. I 
do not fay that we fhould part with them ab- 
folutely: for when our lives are regular and 
honeft, there is little more to be done, than 
to change the inward: affections of our fouls: 
externally our aétions will be nearly the fame; 
for God does not fubvert the different condi- 
tions of life, nor require us to abandon thofe 
employments in which he himfelf has placed 
us: the chief difference will confift in this, 
that we fhall now do. to pleafe God, what we 
formerly did to pleafe the world and ourfelves, 
and inftead of being carried away by our pride, 
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‘our tyrannic paffions, and the malicious cen- 
fures of the world, we fhall, on the contrary, 
a& with freedom, courage, and confidence ir 
God: our hope will animate us; we fhall be 
fupported in the midft of all our diftreffes, by 
the expeétation of that everlafting happinets 
which daily approaches, while all earthly joys 
pafs quickly from us: the love of God wil! 
make us fenfible of his love for us, give us 
ftrength to walk in his ways, and raife us above 
all calamities: If this is difficult to be believed, 
experience will convince us of it; Come, tafe 
and fee, fays David, how gracious the Lord is.* 

The Son of God fays to all, without excep- 
_ tion, “* Jf any man will be my difciple, let him 
take up his crofs and follow me ;+ the broad way 
leadeth to deftruéion; we muft walk in the 
{trait way, where the few are to be found. 
None but fuch as lay great reftraint on them- 
felves, can win the kingdom of heaven. The 
muft be born again, become as little children, 
renounce themfelves, be poor in fpirit, mourn 
in order to be comforted, and be no longer of 
this world, which is condemned becaufe of 
offences. . 

Vhefe truths offend many people, becaufe 
they fee plainly what religion requires, with- 
out knowing what it beftows; and they are ig- 
norant of that fpirit of love which eafy every 
burden. They know that this religion leads 
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us to the higheft perfe@ion,” by giving us, 
through the love of God, a peace which 
foftens all the calamities of life. 

Thofe that with undivided hearts devote 
themfelves to God, they prove the truth of 
‘this divine faying, that rhe yoke of Fefus Chrift 
is eafy, his burden light, that in him the foul 
finds reft, and that, according to his promife, be 
refrefbes all that are weary and heavy laden. 

But what woe attends thofe flothful and timo- 
rious fouls that are divided between Ged and 
the world! They are unftable and irrefolute. 
‘They are afraid both of the judgment of God 
and of man; they are terrified at the evil, and 
afhamed of the good; they have the fufferings 
of virtue, without tafting its confolations. O! 
if they had courage to defpife the vain dif- 
-courfe, infipid railleries, and rath cenfures of 
men, what peace would they tafte in the bofom 
of their God? ‘ " 

~How dangerous to our falvation, how hurt- 
ful to the peace of our minds, is it to with to 
linger here? Our whole life is only given us, 
that we may proceed with hafty ftep towards 
our heavenly country: the world vanifhes as 
a vain fhadow, and eternity advances to re- 
ceive us: whilft the light of the Father of 
-mercies fhines on us, let us haften to arrive at 
the heavenly Canaan. 

The firft commandment is, ** Thou fhalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy foul, with all thy ftrength, and with 
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all thy mind.’’ Now, how can any one think 
he loves God, if he does. not meditate on his 
law, and apply himfelf to the accomplifhment 
of his will? 

Thofe who are afraid to fee too clearly what 
his will requires, are far from this watchful 
and attentive love. There is but one way of 
loving God, which is not to take any ftep but 
with him and for him, and to follow with a 
grateful heart all his infpirations. 

Thofe who are under pious reftraints, but 
yet would gladly follow the world a little, 
thinking that to do fo is but a trifle, are 
in great danger of being of the number of 
_ thofe lukewarm Chriftians, of whom the Spirit 

fays, that God will /pew them out of his mouth.* 

God is difpleafed with fuch flothful fervants 
as fay in their hearts, thus far will I go, but 
no further; does it belong to the creature to 
fet bounds to the Creator? What wonld a 
matter fay to his fervant, or a king to his fub- 
jets, who were fearful of being devoted too 
much to his fervice or intereft, and who would 
blufh to have their attachment appear to the 
world? What then fhall the King of kings fay, 
if we imitate thefe bafe fervants? The time ap- 
proaches, when we fhall be called to account; 
it will foon arrive, Jet us haften to prevent it; 
det us love the everlafting beauty which never 
decays, nor will fuffer fuch as love it to decay. 
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Have we not feen within thefe few yeats, per- 
fons in the moft exalted ftations, furprifed by 
death, and funk into the everlafting abyfs? 
This world to which we are fo much attached, 
we are juft on the point of leaving; and what 
is it in itfelf, but vanity and folly? It is.a phan- 
tom, and the fa/hion of it, as St. Paul fays, 
paffeth away.* 


The way of Faith is better, and more fecure 
than that of Lights and fenfible Retifhes. 


THOSE who are attached to God only, fo 
far as he affords them pleafure and confolation, 
refemble thofe people, who followed Jefus 
Chrift not for his doétrine, but for the loaves 
which he miraculoufly multiplied. They fay 
with Peter, Lord, it is good for us to be bere, 
let us build three tabernacles: but they know 
not what they fay. After being delighted with 
the fweetnefs of Mount ‘labor, they forfake 
the Son of God, and refufe to follow him up 
to mount Calvary. They not only feek for 
fenfible taftes, but alfo for extraordinary lights: 
that is to fay, the underftanding is defirous to 
fee, while the heart wifhes to be moved by 
foft and flattering fenfations. Is this to die to 
felf? Is this to Jive by faith? : 

* 1 Cots vil. 31. 
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They would feel, tafte, and poffefs God and 
his graces; they would penetrate into the hearts 
of others, dive into futurity, and become quite 
extraordinary; for as eagernefs for lights and 
fenfations, by degrees brings a foul to the fe- 
cret defire of all thefe things. 

The Apoftle thews us a more excellent way, 
by which he excites in us an holy emulation; 
when fpeaking of charity, he fays, it /eeketh not 
its own ;* it is not the pleafure it feeks, but God, 
and the accomplifhment of his will. If it finds 
a fweet fenfibility in prayer, it makes a tranfi- 
tory ufe of it to aflift its weaknefs without reft- 
ing in its What would become of us, if we 
‘were always to remain children, hanging at the 
breaft of heavenly confolations? We mutt, as 
St. Paul fays, Put away childish things;+ the 
firft fervors were good to attra us, to detach 
us from grofs and worldly pleafures, by others 
more pure and elevated; and laflly, to accuftom 
us ro a life of prayer and recolle@ion. 

But to tafte a delicious pleafure which obli- 
terates the idea of the grofs, and to enjoy a 
fervor which makes us live as if Paradife was 
already open to us, is not to be crucified and 
die to ourfelves. 

He who has no other fupport, will abandon 
prayer when that fource of pleafure is dried 
up. Many people leave off to pray when their 
prayer becomes moft profitable. How many 
fouls, who, becaufe when children in Jefus 
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Chrift, they were too tender, and too much 
trufting on this fweet milk, fall back and for- 
fake the inward life from the time that God 
begins to help them? Nor need we wonder 
they confidered that as a fanétuary which is 
but the outer court of the temple; they would 
mortify the outward fenfes, to live internally 
. with more delight to themfelves. From hence 
proceed fo many miftakes even amongft thofe 
fouls, apparently the moft fervent and abftracted. 
Even fuch as have fpoke much of dying to 
felf, and parting with all, are frequently the 
moft difcouraged in the day of trial, when all 
fenfible confolation is withdrawn. O how good 
it is to believe without feeing, and to be con- 
tented in the midft of poverty. 

From an attachment to fenfible taftes pro- 
ceeds an illufion: we are much miftaken if we 
imagine this fenfibility to be an evidence of {e- 
curity. On the contrary, it often occafions a 
falling off; it is a flattering bait to felf-love. 
They fear not to be deficient in their duty to 
God, while this fpiritual delight lafts. ‘They 
fay in their profperity, I fhall never be moved :* 
but when this rapture is over, they think all 
loft; thus they are too apt to put their own 
fenfibility in the place of God. Nothing pre- 
ferves us from illufion but a pure faith. When 
we rely not on extraordinary lights, but God 
alone in a pure faith, receiving the confola-. 
tions that are given, but never refting in any,. 
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not: judging but always obeying; fenfible we 
may be eafily deceived; acting with fimplicity 
and a good intention, then are we in the way 
furtheft from delufion. 


On the True Ligh}. 


JESUS Chrift is the light of every man that 
cometh into the world.* As there is but one 
fun that illuminates all bodies in the univerfe, 
fo there is but one fight that enlighteneth all 
fouls. This light is Jefus Chrift, the eternal 
word of God. O how miferably blind are 
all who imagine themfelves wife, while they 
continue deftitute of that wifdom which Jefus 
Chrift infpires! Revelation appears to them 
like a dream; the gofpel is preached to all 
ranks of people, but they comprehend it not. 
{ts wifdom is called foolifhnefs. 

O vain and foolifh world, is it in thee that 
we fhould truft? Thou art but a mere illufion, 
and yet thou wouldft have us confide in thee! 
We find that in poffeffing thee, thou haft no- 
thing fubftantial wherewithal to fatisfy our 
hearts. When thou offereft thyfelf to us with 
a imiling countenance, it occafions troubles. 
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When every thing is ready to difappear, thou 
prefumeft to promife us happinefs: but he 
alone is truly happy, who, by the light of Jefus 
Chrift, difcovers thy emptinefs. 


On the Prefence of God. 


THE principal inftrument or medns of our 
perfection, is contained in this expreflion of 
God to Abraham, Walk before me, and be thou 
_ perfec ;* the prefence of God calms the mind, 
and gives fweet repofe and quiet even in the 
midit of our daily labours; but then we muft 
be refigned to him without any referve. It 
does not require a great deal_of time to love 
God, to draw‘near unto him and enjoy his pre- 
fence, to lift up our hearts to him, or adore 
him at the bottom of them, nor to make him 
an offering of all we do and fuffer; this is the 
true kingdom of God within us,t which nothing 
can difturb. 

When the rovings of the imagination hinder 
us from poffefling a quiet and peaceful frame 
of mind, let us at leaft calm ourfelves by the 
integrity of our will; and the defire of a com- 
pofure does in a manner prove a fufficient one; 
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we muft alfo turn our minds inward to God, 
and do whatfoever he would have us with an 
upright intention. 

Let us take care that we be not voluntarily 
occupied too long, either outwardly or in- 
wardly, about things which create fuch dif- 
traction of heart and mind, as draw both the 
one and the other fo much out of themfelves, 
that it is with difficulty they can return to find 
God. 

As foon as we feel that fome foreign obje& 
gives us too much pleafure and delight, let us 
withdraw our heart from it: if we are but 
faithful, even in a fmall degree, inwardly to 
| preclude the creatures, fo that they may not 
reft in the heart, which God has referved for 
himfelf, there to dwell, and there to be loved 
and honoured, we fhall quickly tafte that pure 
joy, which he never fails to give a foul that is 
free and difengaged from worldly affections. 

When we perceive in ourfelves ftrong defires 
after any thing, be it what it will, and find that 
our inclination carries us too precipitately to- 
wards it, though it be only to fay fomewhat, 
to fee fomething, or go any where; let us 
{trive to moderate ourfelves, and requeft of 
God, that he would flay the precipitation of our 
thoughts, and the commotion we are under; 
for he himfelf has faid, his Spirit abides not in 
hurry and tumult. | 

Let us be careful not to concern ourfelves 
too much with what others fay or do, and that 
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“we let it not enter too much imto our minds; 
for it is a great caufe of difturbance. As foon 
as we perceive what it is that God requires of 
us in any particular, let us adhere to that; by 
this means we fhall preferve a freedom and 
evennels of foul, and retrench many needle(s 
things, which embarrafs the mind, and hinder 
it from turning to God. 

An excellent means of keeping ourfelves in 
an inward quiet, and freedom of fpirit, is, at 
the conclufion of every aétion to lay afide all 
refleions arifing from it, dropping»all regards 
of felf-love, arifing from vain joy or grief. 
Happy the man who retains nothing in his. mind 
but what is neceflary, and who only thinks of 
each thing juft when it is the time to think of 
it: fo that it is rather God who excites the 
perception and idea of it by a difcovery of his 
will, than the mind’s being at the trouble to 
find it. Let us accuftem ourfelves to have our 
minds inwardly recolleéted during the day, and 
in the courfe of our employments, by looking 
fingly to God. Let us fever ourfelves from 
every thing that comes not from God, put 
away all vain thoughts and wild imaginations, 
and {peak no idle word. Let us feek God 
within us, and we fhall infallibly find him, and 
with him joy and peace. ) HTML 

In our outward occupations, let us be em- 
ployed more ‘with God than‘any thing elfe; to 
perform them rightly, we muft perform them 
as in his prefence, and for his fake. - Ata view 
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of God’s majeily, a calmnefs and ferenity fhould 
poflefs the foul. One word of our Saviour 
heretofore calmed a boifterous and raging fea, 
and now one look of Him towards us, and of 
us towards Him, will ftill daily do the fame. 

We muft often lift up our hearts to God; 
he will purify, enlighten,.and dire& them. It 
was the daily practice of David, who fays, I 
have always fet God before me.* Let us fre- 
quently repeat the following exprefiions of his: 
Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is 
none upon earth that I defire in comparifon of thee. 
God is the ferength of my heart, aud my portion 
Sor ever.+ ; 
_. We need not ftay for leifure hours to fhut 

the door, and retire; for whenever we regret 
the want of retirement, it is enough to intro- 
duce us into it: even when at meals, or while 
others are talking, unprofitable difcourfes in- 
ftead of tiring may relieve us, by affording 
fome interval of inward retirement. Thus all 
things are converted into good to thofe who 
love God. 

We fhould frequently read fuch books as are. 
proper for our ftate and condition, and in read- 
ing make fome paufes to leave room for the 
fpirit to aét, that inwardly draws the mind to 
recollection.’ A few fimple words, but full of 
the Spirit of God, are the hidden manna: and 
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though we forget the words, yet they operate 
fecretly, fo that the foul is fed and nourifhed by 
them, 


On Conformity to the Will of God. 


ALL virtue confifts in the re&itude of the 
will. his is what Jefus Chrift would have us 
underftand by thefe words: The kingdom of 
God is within ycu.* He does not require great 
| knowledge, great talents, nor great aétions ; all 
that ts neceflary is, that we fhould have an heart 
to love God. svete 

The fpiritual life is the commencement of the 
blefled peace of the faints, who always fay, 
Amen, to the difpenfations of Providence. 
They praife, they blefs God in every thing; 
they fee him in all things, and his paternal 
hand is the fole obje&t they regard. There 
are no more evils, for even the moft painful 
that can happen, work together for good, as St. 
Paul fays, to rhofe that love God. Can we call 
thofe afflitions evils which God fends to pu- 
rify us, and make us worthy of him? That 
which is beneficial to us, cannot be called an 
evil. = 
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Let us then caft all our cares into the bofom 
of fo good a Father. Let us leave it to him to 
do as he pleafes. Let us be content to follow 
his will in every thing, and let our will be per- 
feétly refigned to his. The only thing which 
is traly ours is our will; but then it is that of 
which God is jealous; for he has given it to 
us, not that we may remain proprietors of it, 
but that we fhould return it to him entire, 
without retaining any part of it. 

Alas! how many fouls are there proprietors 
of themfelves, who are willing to ferve God 
and love him, but then it muft be according to 
their own will and felf-direction; they would 
_have God obferve the rules which they pre- 

fcribe to him with regard to his manner of 
drawing them to himielf; they would ferve 
him, but they would not give themfelves up to 
him. When they appear full of zeal and. fer- 
vour, their fpiritual abundance becomes an ob- 
{tacle to them, as they find a propriety even in 
their own virtues, and are continually feeking 
themfelves in the exercife of them. The ioul 
that is truly mortified, and dead to the life of 
felf, that renounces its own will, that it may will 
only as God would have it, is fuperiour to fuch 
fervent and enlightened fouls as would proceed 
in the path of virtue according to ther own. 

way. 
This is the deep fenfe of the words of Jefus 
Chrift, Whoever will be my difciple, let him deny 
D5 bimfelf, 
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himfelf, and follow me.* We muft follow Chrift 
{tep by ftep, and not open a way for ourfelves 
to him. We can follow him no other way but 
by renouncing ourfelves. Thus St. Paul tells 
us, Te are not your own. Woe to him who re- 
fumes what he has already devoted. Let us 
then befeech the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort, to take away a difpofition 
to pleafe ourfelves, without fuffering the fmalleft 
part to be retained by us! Such an operation 
will coft us dear: we fhall find it difficult to let 
God a& when he wounds us in the moft fenfible 
part. But here is the patience of the faints, 
and the facrifice of pure faith, to be expe- 
rienced. iz 
Let us leave it to God to work in us all his 
good pleafure, without refitting him. When 
we perceive the revolt of nature and our fenfes, 
fet us with confidence turn to God, and join 
with him againft our flothful- and rebellious 
nature; let us deliver it up to the Spirit of 
God, and he will by degrees deftroy it. Let 
us, in his prefence, watch over our fmalleft de- 
fects, that we may not grieve the Holy Spirit; 
let the faults we commit turn to our profit, by 
eaufing us humbly to refle& on our own frailty, 
without renderiag us over much dejefted. 
The kingdom of God is indeed come in us, 
when, independently of all outward helps, we 
regard nothing but the hand of God alone as 
the doer of all. ‘To be willing to. ferve him in 
* Matt. xvi. 24, a 
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one place more than another, or in fuch or 
fuch’a way rather than the contrary, is to ferve 
him after our own manner, and not after his. 
But to be equally ready in all, to defire and 
will only in conformity to him, to leave our- 
felves into the hands of Providence, and to fet 
no bounds to our fubmiffion, is to ferve him 
with true felf-renunciation. 


Inftructions how to obtain internal Peace. 


© HOW different is the peace of God from 
that which the world can beftow! It calms the 
paflions, preferves the purity of our con{cience, 
and is infeparable from righteoufnefs, unites us 
with God, and fortifies us again{ft temptations ; 
and when temptations do not overcome us, they 
always yield good fruit. 

A true fimplicity ; a tranquillity of the mind, 
which is the fruit of refignation to the will of 
God; a patience with regard to the defects of 
our neighbour, which the prefence of God in- 
fpires us with; a willingnefs to confels our 
faults, and be reprehended for them; alfo to 
fubmit ourfelyes to the advice of experienced 
perfons; thefe are virtues ufeful and neceflary 
to our fandtification, 
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The pain thou experienceft with, regard to 
feveral things, arifng from thy not receiving 
with fufficient refignation, all that can happen 
to thee; leave then all things in the hands of 
God. When thou giveft up thyfelf entirely to 
God, thou wilt find thyfelf at peace, and full of 
the joy of the Holy Ghoft. Woe to thee, if 
in the work of God thou expetteft affiftance 
from man! The leaft refpeé& to any thing that 
is human, extinguifhes grace, and increafes thy 
irrefolution. 

How can we refufe to give up our whole 
hearts to God, who has loved us from the be- 
ginning, and loved us with the tendernefs of a 
father, who pities us as his children, who is 
fenfible of our weaknefs, and knoweth whereof 
we are made? He has followed us in our ways, 
which are thofe of fin; he has run after us, as 
a fhepherd in fearch of his ftrayed fheep. . We 
may fay, he loved us even to the death of the 
crofs, and that the meafure of his obedience 
was that of his love. When that love fills the 
foul, it taftes the fweets of a peaceful con- 
{cience; it is content; it wants neither gran- 
duer, reputation, nor pleafure; it wills only 
what God wills, and watches in the blefled ex- 
pectation of the bridegroom’s coming. » 
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On being refigned to God. 


OF all the bleflings we have occafion to feek 
for in retirement, the principal is the peace of 
fimplicity, which never regards futurity with 
folicitude. The future is not ours, but God’s, 
and he will fo order it as to be fuitable to our 
neceflities: but if, through our own wifdom, we 
endeavour to dive into that futurity, the only 
fruit of our inquiries will be uneafinefs! Let 
us, therefore, think of nothing but how we may 
make a good ufe of the prefent day: each day 
has its good and its evil, in fuch a manner that 
thé evil is often converted into good, provided 
we are faithful, and fuffer God to a& without 
our preventing him by our own impatience. 

God will give fufficient time and opportunity 
to draw near unto him. He will not, perhaps, 
give us all that we may defire, that we may 
employ ourfelves according to our own incli- 
nation, and fo live to felf, under the pretence 
of perfection; but we fhall not want either 
time or opportunity to renounce ourfelves and 
our own ioclinations. All other time is loft, 
though it may feem to be well employed. 

Be perfuaded alfo, that in all thefe things 
we fhall find whatever is fuitable to our real 
wants: for fo far as God difconcerts our in- 
clinations, fo far does he fupport our weaknefs. 
Let us fuffer him to aé in us. Avoid only, by 
a regular and tranquil employment, all melan- 
44" choly 
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choly and impatience, which are the moft dan- 
gerous temptations nature is liable to. 


Of interefed and difinterefed Love. 


SUCH fouls as are really detached from 
themfelves, like the faints in heaven, regard the 
mercies diftributed to others, with the fame 
complacency as thofe they receive themfelves : 
for efteeming themfelves as nothing, they love 
the good pleafure of God, the riches of his 
grace, and the glory he derives from the fane- 
tification of others, as much as that he derives 
from them. All is then equal; for the Me is 
loft, the Me is no more Me than another per- 
fon: it is God alone that is all in all: it is him 
they love and admire, who caufes all the joy of 
their hearts by this difinterefted love.” 

But there are many pious perfons that re- 
main in fome degree attached to felf. ~Thefe 
remains of felf-love ferve even to fupport them 
in the practice of virtue, and to purify them 
to a certain degree. Nothing could be more 
dangerous, than to deprive them of! this com> 
forting confideration of the. graces: of God, 
with regard to their own perfection, “© > =) > 
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Concerning Amufements. 


WHEN amufements are innocent in them- 
felves, it is fuflicient if we partake of them 
with moderation, and as in the prefence of 
God. Manners ftiff and referved can only 
ferve to give a falfe idea of piety to the people 
of the world, who are already too much pre- 
judiced againft it, and who imagine they cannot 
ferve God but by a fad and melancholy life. 

Let us walk with fimplicity in peace and jOY> 
which are the fruits of the Holy Ghoft. “He 
who walks in the prefence of God is, even on 
indifferent occafions, doing the work of God, 
though he appear to be doing nothing impor- 
tant. I always fuppofe that we are under the 
direction of God, and that we a& conformably 
to his providence, by doing even the moft in- 
different things in that {tate in which he has 
placed us. 

Moft people, on becoming converts, or re- 
forming their lives, think more of performing 
extraordinary and difficult ations, than of pu- 
rifying their intentions, and dying to their na- 
tural inclinations on the moft common occafions; 
by which means they are frequently deceived. 
When our lives are honeft and regular, we be- 
come Chriftians more fpeedily, by altering that 
which is within, than that which is without. 
God is not content either with the found of 
the lips, the pofture of the body, or outward 

ceremonies 


( 88 ) 


ceremonies. What he requires is an undivided 
will, that neither defires nor rejeés any thing; 
that wills, without referve, all that he wills; 
and never wills, under any pretence whatever, 
in contrariety to him. . 

Let us carry then, wherever Providence 
conduéts us, a will full of fimplicity, and united 
to God. Scek God in thofe hours which ap- 
pear void of good, and they will not be fo to 

‘us, for God will fupport us in them. O the 
eafe of heart that is experienced, when God 
opens this path of fimplicity! We then walk 
like litle children, whom their mother leads by 
the hand, and who fuffer themfelves to be con- 
duéted by her. We are content to be in fub- 
jection, or content to be free. We are willing 
io {peak, or to be filent . 
~ Let us remember that even our virtues, in the 
exercife of them, require to be purified by the 
difappointments Providence throws in our way, 
the better to detach us from all felf-will. O how 
fimple, amiable, difcreet, and fecure in all its 
ways is piety, when its corner-ftone is fubmiffion 
to the will of God, without confulting either our 
tafte, our temper, or the fallies of an immode- 
rate zeal! We live almoft like other people, 
without affectation, or the appearance of autfte- 
rity, in a fociable manner; but in a conftant 
fubmiffion to all the duties of our calling, ina 
renunciation of every thing that is contrary to 
the will of God, with a pure view to him, to 
whom we mutt factifice all the irregular emo- 
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tions of nature. This is the adoration in fpirit 
and in truch, which Jefus Chrift and his Father 
feek. Every thing elfe is but a religion of ce- 
remony, and rather the fhadow than the fub- 
itance of real Chriftianity. 

‘It may be alked, by what means is this pu- 
rity ot intention to be attained, in a life expofed 
to the bad examples and converfation of the 
world? I anfwer, Reading and prayer will be 
helpful to lay the fcundation of our fecurity. 
By reading, Ido not here mean fuch as tends 
only to fatisfy curiofiry, and make us knowing 
on religious fubjects; the reading I recommend 
is what is fimple, fuch as may be reduced to 

' practice, and tends to nourifh the heart.. When 
we read not to increafe our knowledge, but 
to know better how to be diffident of our- 
felves, then will our reading be truly advanta- 
geous to us. ‘To reading, prayer fhould be 
added, in which we may filently meditate on 
fome great truths of religion. And when we 
perceive our thoughts to wander in this exer- 
cife, recall them gently, without being difcou- 
raged at the importunity of thefe diftraions, 
While they are involuntary, they cannot hurt 
us: on the contrary, they will be of more ufe 
than a prayer accompanied with fenfible confo- 
lation and fervour; for they will tend to 
humble and mortify us, and accuftom us to 
feek God purely for himfelf, without confider- 
ing too much our own pleafure: provided we 
conftantly: withdraw night and morning to prac- 
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tife thefe things, we fhall find them an antidote 
againft the dangers that furround us. I fay 
night and morning, becaufe the nourifhment of 
the foul, as well as that of the body, mult be 
continually renewed, to prevent its falling into 
decay, and being wafted by its continual inter- 
courfe with men. But we muft be refolute 
both againft ourfelves and others, to referve 
the time allotted for this purpofe; nor mutt 
we fuffer ourfelves to be drawn away by out- 
ward occupations, fo as to lofe the time that is 
to nourifh our fouls. . 

It is alfo neceffary to fet apart certain days 
for retirement and recollection; when, ‘as at 
the feet of Jefus, we may obtain a remedy for 
all the wounds of our heart, and have all the 
malignant maxims and opinions of the world 
effaced. This is even ferviceable to our health: 
for provided we know how, with fimplicity, to 
make the beft ufe of thefe fhort retirements, 
they will conduce to the health of the body, as 
well as the foul. 

As to amufements, they ought to be agree- 
able to our profeflion of piety, and the good 
example the world expes from us. For the 
world, immerfed as it is in itfelf, would not 
have fuch as defpife it, a& contrary to the 
contempt they have for it; nor can it avoid 
efteeming thofe, by whom it fees itfelf to be of 
fmall eftimation. True Chriftians have caufe 
to be thankful that the world is fo fevere a 
cenfor; for by this means they are under the 
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sreateft neceility of doing nothing that is un- 
edifying. 

If we perceive ourfelves dejected with for- 
tow, or elated by pleafure, we muft, without 
uneafinefs, return to our heavenly Father, with 
whom we may expect to find joy and freedom 
in our forrow, moderation and recollestion in 
our joy, and may rely on not being difappointed. 
The turning of our hearts to him will reanimate 
us; and though we fhould perceive our fouls 
dull and difcouraged when God fets us on any 
work, he will give refolution and a facility in 
the difcharge of our duty fuitable to our necef- 
fity. ‘This is the daily bread we conftantly afk 
‘for, and which will never fail us; for our 
Father, far from forfaking us, defires to find 
our hearts open, that he may blefs us. 

We muft not wait for outward liberty and 
retirement to be detached from the world, and 
to overcome the old man; the thought of a 
free ftate is no more than a pleafing idea; it 
may never be our lot. We fhould be ready 
to die in our prefent fervitude. Providence 
may prevent our projects of retirement: we are 
not in our own power. The Ifraelites, in 
Babylon, fighed after Jerufalem, yet how few 
of them ever faw Jerufalem more, but ended 
their days in Babylon! What an illufion would 
it have been, if they had deferred, till their 
return to their own country, to worfhip the 
true God, and to perfect themfelves. Perhaps 
our {tate may refemble that of the ee 
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On the Employment of our Time. 


IT is true, notwithf{tanding the progrefs fome 
have made, much remains to be done: a per- 
fuafion of the mind, or even a good difpolition 
of the heart, is at a great diftance from an exact 
and faithful practice. Nothing has been more 
common at all times than to meet with people 
perfect and holy, as far as fpeculation goes, ‘The 
Saviour of the world fays, Ye /hall know them 
by their fruits.* And this is the only rule that 
does not deceive us, provided it be rightly dif- 
covered; it is by this rule we fhould judge our- 
felves, 

A general means of employing our time well, 
is to accuftom ourfelves to live in a conftant 
dependance on the Spirit of God, receiving 
what he is pleafed to give us; confulting him 
in our doubts, when we muft always be ready 
to obey his dictates; having recourfe to him 
in our weaknefles; invoking him, and raifing 
our hearts to him, when drawn away by out- 
ward objects, it fees itfelf carried infenfibly out 
of the road, and is furprized into forgetfulnefs 
and feparation from God. 

For the well employing our hours of bufinefs, 
it is fufficient that we attend with fimplicity to 
the mandates of the Divine Providence. We 
fhould take care not to be overwhelmed by a 

* Matt. vil. 16. : 8 os 
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multiplicity of occupations, be they what they 
will. 

We mutt endeavour to begin all our under- 
takings with a view to the glory of God, to 
continue them without diffipation, and to end 
them without hurry. 

The time of entertainment (or what may be 
called relaxation) is the moft dangerous to our- 
felves, and perhaps the moft ufeful to others: 
it is then more efpecially we fhould be upon 
our guard; that is to fay, moft faithful as to 
perceiving the prefence of God. The Chrif- 
tian watchfulnefs fo much recommended by our 
Lord ; not only habitual, but as much as pof- 
fible, actual afpirations and elevations of the 
mind and heart to God, by thofe fimple views 
which faith infpires; the fweet and peaceful 
dependance which the foul fhould have with 
regard to grace, acknowledging it as the only 
principle of its fecurity and ftrength; all thefe 
things are now to be put in practice, to pre- 
ferve us from the fubtle poifon which is fre- 
quently hid under pleafures and amufements, 
and to know how to conduct ourfelves wifely, 
in fuch things as may initruct and edify others. 
This is efpecially neceflary for men and women 
in eminent ftations, whofe words and behaviour 
may frequently be the caufe of much good or 
evil, 

Our vacant hours are generally the moft 
pleafing and ufeful to ourfelves; we can fearcely 
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employ them better than by confecrating them 
to the renewing of our ftrength, (I may even 
fay our bodily ftrength) by a fecret and inti- 
mate communication with God. 

Prayer is fo neceflary, and the fource of fo 
many bleflings, that the foul who has found this 
treafure, cannot avoid having recourfe to it 
whenever it is left to itfelf. 

I have other things to fay to you on thofe 
three portions of our time; perhaps I may 
hereafter mention them, if the views which at 
prefent ftrike me do not vanifh; however, if 
they do, the lofs is but fmall; God gives us new 
views when he pleafes; if he does not, it is a 
fign they are not neceflary ; and when they are 
not neceffary for our advantage, we fhould re- 
joice in their being loft. 


MEDITATIONS 


MEDITATIONS 


ON 


VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 


Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 


world. 
1 John il. 15. 


HESE are words of great extent. The 
world is nothing more than a multitude 

of people who love themfelves, and who love 
the creatures without refpe& to God. The 
defire of authority, the love of a reputation we 
do not merit, diflipation in company, the feek- 
ing {uch things as gratify our fenfes, floth, and 
remifinefs in all Chriftian exercifes, and a want. 
of application. in ftudying the truths of the gof- 
pel; all thefe things are the fruits of the 
world. It lives in us, we defire its love, and 
dread its negleét, Blefled was that apoftle to 
whoin 
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whom the world was crucified, and he unto the 
world. Pam 

It is true the world promifes peace, but then 
it never gives it; it affords fome tranfitory 
pleafures, but they coft more than they are 
worth. Jefus Chrift alone can’give peace to 
man; he reconciles him to himfelf; he fubdues 
his paflions ; he fets bounds to his defires; he 
comforts him in his love, and gives him, even 
in the midft of pain, a joy which cannot be 
taken from him. 

We with to love God, and yet are afraid of 
difpleafing the world, which is his enemy. Do 
we not know that the friendfhip of the world 
makes us enemies to God? Woe then to thofe 
who pleafe the world, that blind and corrupt 
judge. It is not fufficient, according to the 
apoftle, that the world fhould be crucified to 
us, but we muft alfo be crucified unto it.— 
People are apt to imagine themfelves far 
from the world, becaufe they live retired; but 
they fpeak its language, and have the fame 
fentiments and delicacies; they have the fame 
defire of reputation, friendihip, and amufe- 
ments; they bear with pain the fmalleft hu- 
miliation. ‘They fay, they would willingly for- 
get the world, but yet feel in the bottom of 
their heart, that they would not be forgotten 
by it, but vainly do they feek to compromife 
matters between Jefus Chrift and the world. 
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There are laft which fhall be firft, and there are firlt which 
fhall be taft, 
Luke xiii, 30. 


HOW many finners are there, who, after 
having wandered many years in ignorance of 
the Truth, fhall, by the fervour of their’peni- 
tence. leave thofe behind them, who have, 
from their earlieft youth, tafted the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit; and whom God has prevented by 
his fweeteft benediétions ? How glorious will it 
be to thofe who were laft, thus to bear away the 
crown, and be, by their example, a condem- 
nation to others? But how grievous will it be 
to the firft to become laft, to fee themfelves 
left behind by thofe to whom they were for- 
merly a model, to lofe their crowns, and to 
lofe them for the fake of fore trivial amufe- 
ments which retarded their progrefs! I cannot 
obferve the recolle@ion of fome perfons, their 
difintereftednefs and humility, without blufhing 
to fee how much we are diffipated, vain, and 
attached to temporal conveniences. Let us 
hafte ro run, left we be left behind. 
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That we are made to serve one another. 


I came not to be miniftered unto, but to minifter. 
Matth. x. 45. 


THIS is what ought to be faid by all people 
who have authority over others; it is nothing 
more than a minifterial office, and we fhould in 
reality ferve thofe we feem to command: we 
{hould bear their imperfeétions, endeavour with 
mildnefs and patience to corre@ them, wait for 
them in the ways of God, believe ourfelves 
fent for their advantage, humble ourfelves to 
foften the neceflary difciplines, and beg of 
God to change their hearts, which is a grace 
they could not obtain for themfelves. Let’ us 
examine ourfelves with regard to fuch as are 
committed to our care, and for whom we {hall 
be called-to an account before God. 


Of Meekunefs, and Lowlinds of Heart. 


Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly of heart. 
Matth, xi. 29. 


IT is the Son of God alone who can teach 
us this divine leflon; He, who being equal with 
God, 
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God, made himfelf of n» reputation, but took upon 
him the form of a Servant, and was made in the 
likenefs of men.* What has he not done for 
the love of us? What has he not fuffered 

) for us, and what does he not {till continue to 
fuffer? He was led as a lamb to the flaughter, 
yet opened he not his mouth.+ And we, notwith- 
ftanding, complain of the flighteft ills; are vain, 
delicate, and eafily affeted. 

There is no real meeknefs without lowlinefs 
of heart: whilt we are fall of ourfelves, every 
thing we fee in others will offend us; but 
when we are thoroughly perfuaded that no- 
thing is due to us, then nothing will difturb us. 

| Let us often think of our own failings, and we 
thal] become indulgent to thofe of others. Let 
us often think of thefe important words of the 
Son of God, Learn of me, for I am meek and 
lowly of heart. 


On true Greatne/s. 


Whofoever exalteth himfelf fhall be abafed, and he that 
*  humbleth himfelf fhall be exalted. 
Luke xiv. 11, 


SINCE we are fo fond of being’ exalted, 
let us feck it where it is to be found, and 


* Phil, it. 6, 7. + Mfaiah hii, vo -. 
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where its exiftence will be eternal. Let us 
afpire to true greatnefs, which is only to be 
found by abafing ourfelves in this world. God 
confounds the proud; in this life, he fends him 
many crofs accidents, and in the end will humbie 
him for ever; but the humble, who defires to 
live in obfcurity, fhall be refpeéted, becaufe he 
never defired to be fo; and an everlafting glory 
fhall be the reward of his contempt of a falfe 
glory. 


On what we ought to found our Foy. 


Rejoice in the Lord alway ; and again I fay, rejoice. Let 
your moderation be known unto all men; the Lord is 
at hand. a 

~ Phil. iv. 4, 5. 

; its 

{YT is our being difgufted with our paflions 

and the vanities of the world, which ought to 

be the fource of our joy; it fhould be founded 
on our confidence in God; and we muft not 
hope to be agreeable to him, but fo far.as the 
world is difpleafing to us, It is our expeéta-_ 
tion of Jefus Chrift, that ought to render us 
moderate and perfevering; we fhould be al- 
ways ready to receive him, and rejoice at his 
coming: for he cometh to judge the world, and 


to be our comforter. ————— 
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How fweet is it to éxpe& the coniing of 
Chrift, whilft the children of this world are 
afraid of it! They fhall tremble, whilft his fol- 
lowers, with joy and confidence, {hall behold 
the coming of their gracious deliverer. Bleffed 


 ftate! Let thofe who have not attained it, afpire 


after it. We are prevented from being in this 
ftate of confidence and confolauon by our floth 
and vain amufements. ee 


- be i 
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Of Confidence in God. 
I fleep, but my heart waketh. Cant. 'v. 2. 


WE fleep in peace in’ the bofom of our 
God, by committing ourfelves to his provi- 
dence, and by a fweet remembrance of his 
mercy../ Why do we ftill entertain doubtful 
and uneafy reafonings, and are impatient to 
change our fituation? The place where we are 
is the bofom of God: for he has placed us 
there with his own hands. Can we be unealy 
where he hath put us, and where we are like 
a child embraced by its mother ? Let us repote 
ourfelves-on-him, and in him. This confidence, 
which éxtinguilhés “al!” the motions! of carnal 
wifdom, is the true watchfulnefs of the heart. 
TL o commit ourfelyes to God, without depending 
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on any thing but. him, is to make our heart 
wake, while we fleep. Thus the eyes: of love 
will always be open, that they may look at 
their well-beloved; and we fhall not fleep the 
' tleep of death, 


On the Defects of others. 


Bear ye one another’s burdens, and fo fulfil the Jaw of 


Chrift. 
Gal. yi +2. 


CHARITY dges not extend fo far as to 
oblige us not to fee the defe&s of others; not 
to do that, we muft be blind: but it requires 
that we fhould avoid being unneceffarily ob- 
fervant of them, and that we who are fo quick 
fighted to their failings, fhould never be blind 
to their merits. Charity is not blind to what 
is contemptible, but bears with it, in order to 
co-operate with the fecret defigns of God; it 
does not indulge a difdainful averfion, or im- 
patience. No corruption aftonithes it, no weak- 
nefs difcourages it, for it relies on God alone, 
and perceives that all which is not of him, is 
nothing but vanity and fin. ; 


Father, 
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Father, I have finifhed the work which thou gaveft me 
to do. Jo. xvil. 4. 


WE ought each of us to endeavour after 
fuch a ftate as to be enabled to fay as much, 
at that day when we fhall-be called to give am 
account of our works. I ought to regard that 
which offers itfelf to me, according to the 
order of God’s providence, as a work he gives 
me to do, and apply myfelf to the accomplifh- 
ment of it ina manner worthy of ee that is 
to fay, with diligence and quietnefs. I will 
not negleé any thing, nor will § be pafiionately 
) eager in my proceeding; for it is dangerous 
to do the work of God negligently, or through 
felf-love anda falfe zeal to make it our own; 
in that cafe God’s work would be done by our 
own fpirit, and therefore ill done. We fhould 
be vexed, offended, and folicitous for its fuc- 
cefs. The glory of God is the pretence. O 
God, give me grace to be faithful and diligent 
in the aétion, and indifferent as to the €vent. 
The one thing needful for me is to. will thy 
will, and to remember thee in all my employ- 
ments. Thy part is to give to my weak efforts 
fuch fruits as fhall pleafe thee, or not any, if 
fo be thy will. 
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Be ye alfo ready, for in fuch an hour as you think not, the 
Son of man cometh, 


Matth, xxiv. 44. 


‘THESE words are addrefied perfonally to 
us, in whatever age or flation we be. «Never- 
thelefs, even good men form projeéts, which: 
{uppofe a long life, and that at a time when 
it is jut drawing to a conelufion. If ia the 
lait (tage of an incurable diforder, they enter- 
tain hopes of a recovery, what do they not 
hope for in full health? But whence comes this 
obftinate hope of life? It is becaufe they paf- 
fionately-Iove it. And whence comes it that 
they would fo long put off the ftroke of death? 
_ It is becanfe they love not the kingdom of God, 
nor the greainefs of the world to come. The 
true means of being always ready for the laft 
moment, is to employ the others well, and be 
in conftant expedtation of it. 


They that fow in tears, fhall reap in joy. j 
. Pfalm exxvi. 6, 


WE mutt fow that we may reap; -this life is 
the feafon for fowing; in the other, we fhall 
enjoy the fruits of our labour. ‘The man of 
this world, flothful, and impatient, would reap 
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before he has fown. We with to have God 

beftow comforts upon us, and fmoothe the way 

thatleads us to him. We are willing to ferve. 

him, provided it cofts us but little. To hope 

for much, and fuffer little, is the aim of felf- 
> Jove. 

How blind are we? Shall we never perceive 
that the kingdom of heaven fuffereth violeice,* 
and that none but courageous fouls, who van- 
quifh themfelves, are worthy to obtain it?. Let 
us then be contented to weep here below, fince 
it is declared, -Bleffed are they that mourn,{} and 
Woe to you that laugh now.) ‘The woe is to thofe 
who have their confolation in this-‘world! The 
time will come, when their vain joys fhall be 

} confounded; the world fhall lament, and God. 
Shall wipe away all tears from our eyes.|| 


On our Daily Bread. 


Give us this day our daily.bread. . Luke xi. 3, 


O MY God, what is this bread? It is not 
only what thou affordeft us for the fupport of 
this life, but that food of truth, which thou 
givelt daily to the foul. It is a bread which 


*Matt..xi. iz. + Matt. v. 4.. t Luke wi. 25. 


| Rev. vit, 17, 
- ES nourifhes 
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nourifhes us to life everlafting: which increafes 
and ftrengthens the foul in the trials of faith. 
Thou renewelt it daily. Thou giveft what is 
fufficient to the foul, for its advancement in 
the life of faith, and the renunciation of felf. 

All that is bitter in outward things, or in 
the interiour of my foul, and all that befalls me 
in the courfe of the day, is my daily bread, 
provided I refufe not to accept it from thy 
hand! 


Ox the Peace of the Soul. 


Peace I leave with yous my peace I give unto you; not 
ag the world giveth, give I unto you, 
John xiy. 27. 


ALL men feek for peace; but they do not 
(eek it where it is to be found. The world 
promifes peace, but cannot give it.- It offers 
iranfitory pleafures, but they are not worth the 
pains they coft. Jefus Chrift alone can give 
peace to man; he cures our paflions, and regu- 
lates our defires. He comforts us with the 
hopes of everlafting bleffings: he makes us 
taite that inward joy,.eveniin pain; and as the 
{pring that produces it is inexhauftible, and the 
bottom of the foul where it refides, is inaccef- 
hible to all the malice of men, it becomes a trea- 
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fure to the righteous which no one cam take 
from them. 

Defire nothing but God, feek him alone, and’ 
you fhall find peace.” What is it that is the: 
caufe of your uneafinefs? Is it poverty, con-- 
tempt, bad fuccefs in your undertakings, in- 
ward and outward croffes? Regard all thefe 
things as coming from the hand of God, and. 
in reality bleflings in. difguife, which he diftri-. 
butes to his friends, and of which he vouch-- 
fafes to make youpartakers. his will change 
the face of the world with regard to you, and 
nothing fhall. be able to deprive you of your: 
peace,. 


Whofoever drinketh of this water fhall thirft again; 
John iy. 13; 


THE more we drink of the corrupted waters 
of this world, the more we are athirft; the 
more we indulge ourfelyes in what is bad, the 
more do uneafy defires {pring up in our hearts. 
‘Phe poffeffion of riches only increafes our thirft 
for them. Avarice and ambition are more dif- 
contented about what they have not, than they 
are fatisfied with what they really poffefs: 
the enjoyment of pleafures enervate the foul, 
they corrupt it, and render it infatiable. The 
more we are diverted, tue more we bie 
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fo: itis eafter to preferve our hearts ina ftate of 
fervour and penitence, than to bring them back 
or reftrain them, when they have once got a 
bias towards pleafure and diverfion: Let us 
then be watchful over ourfelves; let us avoid 
drinking a water that will increafe our thirft. 
Let us diligently guard our hearts, left the 
world fhould feduce them with its vain confo- 
Jations, and leave them in the end nothing but 
the forrow of being deceived. 


Bleffed are they that mourn, for they thall be comforted. 
Matt. v..5. 


WHAT a new kind of tears are thofe which 
make fuch as fhed them happy?* Their happi- 
nefs confifts in mourning at the corruption of 
the world that furrounds us, the fnares that 
encompafs us, and the inexhauftible fund of 
evil in the bottom of our hearts. It is a great 
gift from God, to fear the lofs of his love, and 
to dread, left we fhould {tray out-of the ftrait 
and narrow path. ; 

This is a fubje& of tears. It is difficult to 
rejoice while we are in danger of lofing all that 
is moft precious to us,,of lofing our very felves. 
When we alfo behold nothing but vanity, error, 
fcandal to religion, forgetfulnefs and contempt 
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of that God we love, it is impoflible not to be 
afflifted. Let us then weep at the fight of fo 
many mournful fubjeéts. * God will not be dif- 
pleafed at our forrow; it is he who infpires us 
with it; it is his Jove that fills our eyes with 
tears, and he himfelf will come and wipe them 
away. | 

O bleffed tears, the work of grace, which 
make us difrelifh alf tranfitory things, and caufe 
the defire of eternal bleflings to grow up in us! 


How great is the loving-kindnefs of the Lord our God, 
and his compaflion unto > fuch as turn unto him in holi- 
nefs! Ecclef. xvii. 29. 


IN the prefence of God, meditate on the 
effe&s of this infinite mercy; on thofe inftances 
of it which thou haft already experienced; on 
the lights received from Jefus Chrift; on the 
good thoughts he has infpired thee with; on 
the fins he has forgiven thee; the fnares of the 
world from which he has preferved thee; and 
the extraordinary fuccours he has afforded thee. 
Strive to affe& thy heart, by reflecting on all 
thefe precious tokens of his goodnefs. Add to 
them the remembrance of fuch crofles as he 
has laden thee with, in order to fanétify thee; 
for they are alfo riches? which he has drawn 
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from the depth of his treafures, and ought to 
be regarded as fignal' teftimonies of his love. 

Let the remembrance of the paft infpire thee 
with confidence as to: the future; be not diffi- 
dent of God, but only of thyfelf; he is, as the 
apoftle fays, the Father of mercies, and God: 
of all comfort. ' 


On the Eafine/s of the Yoke of Chrif. 


Chrift faith,«* My yoke is eafy, and my burden is light.” 
Matt. xi.. 30. 


LET not the name of yoke terrify us. Jefus 
_ Chrift will caufe us to love this yoke; he 
fweetens it by the inward charms of truth and 
righteoufnefs; he fheds his chafte delights over 
virtue, and caufes us to loathe falfe pleafures ; 
he bears man up againtt himfelf; draws him out 
of his corruption, and renders him {trong in fpite 
of his weaknefs. O man of little faith, what doft 
thou fear? Iet God a& for thee; give up thy- 
felfto him. ‘Thou wilt fuffer, it is true; bur. 
it will be peaceably, and with love. Thou 
mutt fight, but fhalt gain the vi@ory; and God. 
himfelf having fought on thy fide, will crown. 
thee with his own hand. Thou fhalt weep, but. 
thy tears will be fweet, and God fhall come 
with tendernefs to wipe them away. Thou wilt 
no longer be fuflered to yield thyfelf to thy 
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tyrannick paffions ; but by facrificing thy liberty, 
fhalt gain a freedom unknown to the world, 
and more precious than all the power that 
kings poffefs. 

What a blindnefs is it to fear the being too 
far engaged with God! The more we love him, 
the more we fhall love the work he afligns us. 
It is this love that comforts us in all our trou- 
bles, that foftens our croffes, that fhews us a 
gracious mercy in the mid{ft of all the ills we 
fuffer, and difcovers to us, even in death itfelf, 
everlafting glory and happinefs. How can we 
dread the being too much engaged to him? 
{s it an unhappinefs to be delivered from the 
heavy yoke of the world, and to bear the light 
burden of Jefus Chrift? Shall we fear being 
too much freed from ourfelves, from our pride, 
the violence of our paflions, and the tyranny 
of a deceitful world? 


On the right Employment of our Time. 


While we have opportunity, let us do good. The night 
cometh when no man can work. 


Gal, vi. 10. John ix. 4. 


TIME is precious, but its value is unknown 
tous. We fhall attain this knowledge when 
we can no longer profit by it; our friends re- 
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‘quire it of us, as if it was nothing; and we 
give it tothem inthe fame manner. It is often 
a burden to us; we know not what to do with 
it. The day will come, when a quarter of an 
hour will appear of more value, and more de- 
firable, than all the riches of the univerfe. 
God, who is liberal and generous in all his 
other gifts, teaches us, by the wife ceconomy of 
his Providence, how circumfpeé& we ought to 
be in the right management of our time, for 
he never gives us two moments together, he 
gives us only the fecond, as he takes away the 
firft, and keeps the third in his hands, leaving 
us in an abfolute uncertainty whether it fhall 
ever be ours or not. ‘Time is given us, that 
we may take care of eternity, and eternity will 
not be too long, to regret the lofs of our time, 
if we have mif-fpent it. 

Our whole life, as well as our whole heart, 
is God’s, nor are they both too much for him.. 
He has given’them to us only that we may love 
and ferve him. Let us not rob him of either,. 
It is true we cannot every moment perform: 
great actions; but we may do fuch as are 
agreeable to our ftate. When we are not 
called to any outward employment, to be filent, 
to fuffer, or to pray, is to offer much to God. 
A difappointment, a contradiétion, a complaint, 
a vexation, or unjuft accufation received and 
fuffered in the fight of God, is as valuable as 
time fpent in prayer. We do not throw away 
our time, when in the Jofs- of it, we practile 
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meeknefs and patience; but we muft remember, 
that this lofs muft not be procured by our own 
negle&. 

Let us not wafte our days in amufements, 
-unprofitable correfpondencies, effufions of the 
heart, which flatter felf-love, nor in converfa- 
tions which diffipate our fpirits, and tend to no 
good purpofe; and thus we fhall find time 
enough for God; and no time is well employed 
but what is employed for him. 


On the Prefence of God. 
, Walk before me, and be thou perfea, Gen, xvii. 15 


THUS didft thou fay, Lord, to faithful Abra- 
ham; and whofoever walketh in thy prefence, 
is in the road to perfection. We do net ftray 
from that holy way, but by lofing fight of thee. 
Alas, where fhall I go, when I fee thee not, thou 
who art my light, and the only end to which 
my {teps fhould be dire&ed? To look up to thee 
in all my ways, is the fure means never to go 
aftray. Bleffed is that faith which fhines in the 
midft of the darknefs that furrounds us. O 
God, it is thee alone I feek and confider in all 
thofe outward objects which my eyes feem to 
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regard; the order of thy Providence is what 
, attraéts my attention. 

Thus } endeavour, O thou fole obje& of my 
heart, to re-unite my whole attention in thee, 
even when, according to thy Divine will, I am 
obliged to divide my cares. Ah! what can I 
fee in men, if thou ceafeft to be my direétor, 
or if I ceafe to fee thee in them? 


Y will lift up mine eyes to the hills from whence cometh 
my help. Pfalm cxxi. 1. 


IT would be in vain for me to have my eyes 
fixed folely on my feet, to deliver me from the 
innumerable {nares that furround me. ‘The 
danger is from below, but deliverance can 
come only from above. ‘Thither my eyes are 
lifted up to behold thee, in every thing here ; 
both inward and outward, there is a fnare to 
me. It is towards thee, therefore, O Lord, 
my eyes and heart are lifted up. ‘1 would fee 
only thee; I would hope only in thee. 


EXTRACIS 


EXTRACTS 


FROM THE 


ARCHBISHOP OF CAMBRAT’s 


LETTERS. 


LETTER I. 


That the Love of God ought to be our Principle, 
our End, and our Rule, in all Things. 


HE true manner of loving our neighbours, 

is to love them in and for God. This 

love requires from us nothing but innocent and 
regular manners. Nothing need be retrenched 
but what is evil, and ought to be retrenched, if 
we had no other principle but right reafon to 
direct us. 
The love of God does not require from 
every Chriftian the aufterities of the ancient 
hermits, nor that we fhould imitate their foli- 
tary 
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taty lives. It does. not ufually require a. re- 
nunciation of all good, lawfully acquired, or 
that we fhould part with all the advantages of 
our condition in life. It only requires that 
we fhould be juft, fober, and moderate in a 
fuitable ufe of all thefe things. It oly requires 
that we fhould not make them our God, and 
our happinefs; this love does not increafe our 
crofies, it finds them already thickly fown in 
every human ftate. Our croffes proceed from 
the infirmity of our bodies, and the paflions 
of our fouls: they proceed from our own 
imperfections, and the imperfections of thofe 
with whom we are obliged to live. It is not 
the leve of God that caufes our fufferings ; 
on the contrary, it is that which foftens them, 
by the confolation with which it feafous them. 
Tt even leffens our griefs, in proportion as it 
moderates the heat of our paffions and our _ 
fenfibility, which are the fource of our real 
evils. If the love of God was perfect in us, 
fo as to detach us from all that we are afraid 
to lofe, it would put a period to all our for- 
rows, and render us happy in the enjoyment of 
a moft bleffed peace. ts 
This love does not difturb or’ unfettle any 
thing in the order that God has eftablifhed. 
It leaves the great in their greatnefs, and 
makes them little under the hand of him who 
made them great. It leaves the little in the 
lownefs, and makes them content to be no- 
thing but as he pleafes. ‘This content in the 
, loweit 
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loweft flation, has nothing mean in it, but is 
true greatncfs. 

This love regulates and animates all thofe 
affe€tions which we owe to God’s creatures. 
We never love ovr neighbour fo much, as 
when we love him for God, and with his love. 
When we love men without God, we love 
them only for ourfelyes; we feek in them our 
own intereft, either in a grofs, or more deli- 
cate and difguifed manner. To love another 
for ourfelves, is ro love him very imperfedily ; 
it is rather felf-love than true friendfhip. 


LETTER II. 
To the Duke of Burgundy, Father of 
Louis XV. 
1708, 


I THANK God, from the bottom of my 
heart, that I fee with what fimplicity and 
kindnefs you condefcend to lay open to me all 
that paffes in your breaft. The greater the 
defigns of God are towards you, the more 
jealous he is of your natural talents. It is his 
will that you fhould feel trouble, dejeétion, 
and oppreflion of heart, which overwhelms you, 
and weakneffes that render you diflatisfied with 
yourfelf; it would difpleafe God if you fhould 
rejoice in your own ftrength, and refle& with 
complacency on ~your fuperiority over other 

men, 
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mca. Behave not asa great prince, but like 
a little fhepherd who went with five ftones 
again{t the giant Goliah. If you are not pre- 
judiced, either for or againft any one, and 
Iiften coolly to thofe you ought to liften to, or 
confult with, and if, without any refpe@ to 
your own natural inclinations or prejudices, 
you follow what God prefent and humbly 
invoked, fhall infpire you with, you will find 
yourfelf free, relieved, fimple, and well  re- 
folved: and you will commit no miftakes, 
but fo far as you fail to a& with a continual 
dependance on the fpirit of grace. 

I blefs God for it, that you are not’ infen- 
fible of your defects, and that he has taught 
you to your coft, and by fuch hard leffons, to 
miftruft and defpair of yourfelf. But feek in 
God all the refources which you find wanting 
in yourfelf. J can do all things, fays St. Paul, 
through bhim-who firengtheneth me.* Live by 
faith, and not by your own wifdom, or your 
own courage. Do not be frightened at what 
you want: {ftrive to gain it patiently by little 
and little, and in the conteft depend only on 
God. He fhews you how much wars are to be 
dreaded, how ufelefs the mightieft armies are, 
and how eafily the greafteft nations are fhaken, 
He thews you how feverely the greateft princes 
are cenfured by the publick, while flatterers 
ceafe not to offer incenfe at their fhrines. 


* Phil, iv. 13. : 
When 
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When we are appointed to rule over men, we 
muft love them for the love of God, and facri- 
fice ourfelves for their happinefs, though we 
know they fpeak evil of us, even while we 
rule them with kindnefs and moderation. 

As to your piety, if you would do honour 
to it, you cannot be too attentive to render it 
fweet, fimple, and eafy. Proceed directly to 
the extirpation of your principal defects, 
through your love of God, and a renunciation 
of felf-love. 


LETTER II. 
To the fame. 
{ SHOULD be inconfolable on account of 


the misfortunes you experience, but in expec- 
tation of the fruit God will enable you to draw 
from thefe trials. God often beftows temporal 
profperities on the wicked, to fhew how lightly 
he efteems what the world is fo dazzled with ; 
but for croffes he referves them for his own, 
who he would humble under his Almighty hand, 
and make them the objects of his delight.— 
Every man wants much, be he otherwife ever 
fo great, who has never known adverfity.— 
Great princes, above all other men, require 
jeffons of adverfity; it is generally what they 
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moft ftand in need of. They have occafion for 
oppofition, to teach them moderation. 
Without oppofition, princes might forget 
that they are human. ‘They fhould be fenfible, 
that every thing is fubje& to viciflitude; that 
even their greatnefs is fickle; and that all men, 
who are now fo officious.in their fervices, would 
forfake them if they fhould lofe that greatnels. 


An Extra from the Prince’s Anfwers. to 
Letters. 


1 SHALL endeavour to follow the advice 
you give me; and I beg you will pray to God 
to give me his grace fo to do: alfo that he may 
grant me to love him above all things, and 
that I may love myfelf, my friends, and enemies, 
in him, and for him. I hear many things that 
are faid of me, and fhall hear more. TI con- 
demn mytfelf for things in which I am faulty, 
and the reft I defpife, fincerely pardoning thofe 
that would do me wrong, and praying for them. 
I am determined to give myfelf up to God. 
Pray to him that he would finifh in me what he 
has begun, and deftroy in me what comes from 
fin and felf. 3 aa 
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LETTER IV. 


On the Happine/s of thofe who leave ail in confe- 
quence of their being converted to God. ' 


WHAT T have been told of thé fituation of 
your heart fo affe&ts me, that 1 muft lay afide, 
all ceremony with you. Iam under a neceflity 
of telling you, that we muft yield to God, when 
he invites us to let him reign in our hearts.— 
Did we deliberate fo much, when the world 
invited us to yield ourfelves to be feduced by 
amufements and our paflions? Did we then fo 
hefitate ? Have we as much refifted the evil, as 
we have thegood? Did we ever ferioufly reflect 
when we ftrayed from the path of virtue, when 
we corrupted ourfelves, when we acted con- 
trary to the inward diétates of our hearts and 
reafon, in queft of vanity, or fenfual pleafure? 

Do we confider, that it is an all-powerful 
hand that has made us? Do we make it our 
bulinefs to acknowledge that we owe all to him 
from whois we hold all, and that he has made 
us for himfelf alone? Inftead of this, we-are. 
apt to waver, we deliberate, we raife doubts 
with regard to the cleareft matters; we fear 
being too credulous; we are apprehenfive of. 
giving too much to him for whom all is not 
more than fufficient; we dare not let the world 
fee that we are defirous of ferving God: ina 
word, we are as timorous, irrefolute, and uneafy 
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with regard to virtue, as we ‘have been pre- 
fumptuous and inconfiderate in our irregular 
courfes. L 
I defire but one thing of you, which is, to 
follow fimply the bias that is in the bottom of 
your heart towards that which is good, as you 
have formerly followed the diétates of your 
paffions towards that ‘which is evil. As often 
as you examine the fundamentals of religion, 
you will readily acknowledge that there can be 
nothing folid objeG@ed to them, and that they 
who oppofe them, only do fo that they may 
not fubject themfelves to the reftraints of virtue: 
thus they refufe to follow God, only-to pleafe 
themfelves. I would afk, What do we rilk by 
ferving God? We fhall have nearty the fame 
duties to perform, and the fame pains patiently 
vo fuffer; but then we fhall-add to them the 
confolation of loving what is fupremely amiable ; 
of labouring and fuflering to-pleafe our true 
and perfed friend, who keeps account of our 
fmatleft performances, and rewards them an 
Hundred fold in this life by that peace which 
he fheds in our hearts. Laftly, we Saall add to 
rhem ‘the bleffed hope of everlatting life. © 
Aik your virtuous friends, of whofe fincerity 
you have no doubt; alk them what it has coft 
them to ferve God, whether they repent their 
being engage in his fervice. ‘They were once 
in the world like yourfelf; ‘afk chem whether 
they regrec their having forfaken it, or if the 
intoxication of Babylon is fweerer than the 
: peace 
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peace of Sion? They will fay, whatever croffes 
we fuffer in the Chriftian life, we never lofe 
that peace of mind, in which we are content 
with all we fuffer, and never defire thofe joys 
we are deprived of, 


From LETTER V. 


Containing divers admonitions and precautions to 
a perfon, who, whilf living in the world, is 
defirous of being converted unto God. 


THE principal point is, that in good earnett 
you devote yourfelf to God, which is to be 
efle&ted by a due diftruft of yourfelf, fuitable 
to the many experiences you have had of your 
own weaknefs; and to renounce, without delay, 
all fuch company as endangers your relapfe.— 
If you are defirous of loving God, why will 
you pais your life with thofe who love him not, 
and make a jeft of his love? Why are you not 
pleafed with the company of thofe that love 
God, a connexion with whom would be a means 
of flrengthening and eftablifhing your love? — 
I do not defire you to break precipitately and 
abfolutely with all your friends, and thofe per- 
fons whom a proper regard to decency obliges 
you to have fome intercourfe with; ftill lefs do 
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I defire that you fhould abandon what are called 
duties. But I fpeak of fuch continued connex- 
ions as have a natural’tendency to enervate the 
mind, and which infenfibly draw us away in 
oppofition to our beft refolutions.» I fpeak of 
avoiding frequent converfations with vain per- 
fons, whofe ambition is to pleafe, and all other 
company that awakens your-tafte for pleafure, 
and occafions a diffipation that is exceedingly 
dangerous. All this would be very hurtful to 
men the moft confirmed in virtue, and confe- 
quently is {till more pernicious to one who has 
only taken the firft ftep towards it. 

The holy fcripture fays, He that loveth danger, 
fhall perifh therein. \t is neceffary, however 
dear it may coft us, to leave all fuch things as 
border upon vice.. We are obliged, according 
to the command of Jefus Chritt, taveut off our 
hand, and plack out our eye, it they offend us ;* 
that is to fay, if they become {nares to us, and 
cndanger our fall, 

One principal thing you have to do, is, to 
withdraw from all thofe amufements, that are 
ilill more dangerous for you, than for others; 
and to confine yourfelf to the fociety of a’ few 
{fele& perfons, who think as you would wifh to 
do all your life. 


* Matth, y..29, 30. © 
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LETTER VI. 


Admonitions to a perfon wavering with regard to 
bis Converfion to God. 


SUFFER me to fhow you how blamable 
you would be, in the fight of God, fhould you 
refift the knowledge of the Truth, and thofe 
lively fentiments with which God has infpired 
yon, This would be to refift the Holy. Spirit 
itfelf. The journey you haye been at the pains 
to take, would condemn you. You cannot 
, donbt of the bafenefs of the world, its incapa- 
city ro make you happy, or of the illufion that 
there is in al] its flattering promifes. You feel 
the reality of the exiftence ef God, by the 
wifdom which fhines forth in all his works, and 
the yirtues with which he infpires thofe men 
who are filled with his love. What can you 
object again{t things that are fo conyincing, 
except your Joye of liberty, or unaptnefs to be 
taught? You are afraid to bear the yoke; and 
this is the true leaven of a certain incredulity 
which produces your objefttons. You would 
perfuade yourfelf, that your belief is not yet 
ftrong enongh, and that in this flate of doubt. 
you cannot take any {ftep towards religion 
without rafhnefs, and being in danger of an 
mmediate relapfe: but in thefe doubts you 
impofe upon yourlelf, in order to difpenfe with 
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the deftru€ion of felf, and the facrifice of a 
liberty of which felf-love is jealous. You can 
objec nothing to the truths of religion, but the 
fear of being too much reftrained, and leading 
a malancholy uncomfortable life; nothing but 
the fear of being carried further than you 
defire in the road to perfeétion. It is by fetting 
a high value on religion; feeling its juft autho- 
rity; and fecing the facrifice it infpires, that 
you are afraid of it, and dare not give yourfelf 
‘Up to it. . 

But permit me to tell you, that you do not 
yet know how fweet and amiable it is. You 
fee what it takes away, but you fee not what 
. it gives, God will condué you with difcretion: 
. if he reftrains your corrupt paffions, he will by 
the virtue of his love give you fuch a tafte for 
truth and virtue, as will be fuperior to alf your 
irregular inclinations. . 

Be juft to yourfelf, and you will foon be juft 
with regard to God. Humble yourfelf, be 
diffident of yourfelf, be little in your own eyes, 
be fenfible of the darknefs of your underftand- 
ing, and the frailty of your heart. IUnftead of 
pretending to judge of God, fufter yourfelf to 
be judged by him, and acknowledge that you 
ftand in need of his affiftance, in order to your 
reformaticn. Nothing is great but this inward 
littlenefs of the foul. Nothing is reafonable, but 
this juft difavowal of our own erring reafon. 

O how enlightened is the humble foul! What. 
truths it fees, when it is thoroughly rare 
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of its own darknefs, and is lefr without any 
further refource for its prefumption! 


LETTER VIL. 
The Danger of a Perfon engaged in the World. 


I HEARTILY pity M--—s, as I perceive 
his prefent confli& is very great. He has begun 
to turn to God, but his virtue is yet weak. He 
is under a neceffity of wreftling with all his 
natural propenfities, his inclinations, thofe habits 
to which he is moft attached, and likewife his 
ftrongeft paffions. He is accuftomed ‘to conti- 
nual diffipation, and has not lefs to refift fron 
without than within. He is furrounded with 
temptations, and bad examples: every thing 
he fees, leads him to evil: he is at a diftance 
from all good examples, or good advice. An 
infant piety, fo circumftanced, is, I grant, ex- 
pofed to an uncommon trial. Yet I cannot 
think it agreeable to the defign of God, that 
he fhould fuddenly abandon his employment 
without paying any regard'to form or decency. 
If he is faithful to-attend to thofe dutizs which 
are likely to help h'm, to-watch over his own 
condué, to be diffident of himfelf, and avoid 
difipation, I hope God will take care of him, 
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and not fuffer him to be tempted above what 
he is able. That conduét which God infpires, 
and which is the refult of his love, is generally 
dire&ted by a gentle and imperceptible Provi- 
dence; which fo leads to the things required, 
that they appear to come of themfelves. ‘There 
mult be nothing forced or irregular. It is better 
to wait a little, to open the door with the key, 
than, through impatience, to break the lock.— 
If this renrreat proceeds from God, his hand will 
open the way for it: he muft rely only upon 
God, and fear nothing fo much as his own 
frailty. IT wifh then that he may be very wary 
with regard to the temptations incident to his 
employment, but not to throw it up in a preci- 
itate manner. Let him fear, left he deceive 
himfelf: perhaps he thinks lefs of fecuring his 
falvation, than of leading a more eafy, fiveet, 
and agreeable life; and flies lefs from fin than 
from the difgufts, the troubles, the fatigues, and 
reftraints of his. prefent fituation. This is a 
natural deception; and it is very common for 
{clf-love to perfuade us, that we a& from a 
confcientious principle, when it is that which in 
fa& has the greatelt afcendency in our deter- 
mination, 

O how does God compafiionate and confole 
the contrite heart, which has refource to him 
with confidence! He has compaflion on all; he 
is inexhauftible in goodnefs, patience, z and love, 
T pray that he may dire& our friend.. 
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LETTER VII. 


How io dytinguifh the Impuifes of Grace fram 
thofe of Nature. 


I HAVE confidered your difficulty with rea 
gard to diftinguilhing. between the impulfes of | 
grace, and thofe of difguifed nature... The beft 
evidence that we are actuated-by grace, is, firlt,. 
when the outward aétion is pure, and conform-- 
able to the perfection of evangelical counfels: 
fecondly, when we aét with fimplicity and calm- 
nefs, without any eager defire with regard to 
the aG@ion, but are content to abftain from it, 
if it appears that we ought to do fo: thirdly,. 
that after having done it, we feck not by uneafy- 
refleGions to juftify the adtion, but readily fub- 
mit to have it found fault with; and in the end 
do not appropriate to ourfelyes the ation, but 
icave it to the judgment of God: fourthly, 
when, after the ation, the foul remains in-its 
fimplicity, peace, rectitude, lowlinels, and dif- 
appropriation. 

There is one thing which appears to me 
worth obferving, which is, that it is often more 
ealy to perceiye what. is. the refult of nature 
than of grace. Let us peaceably drop natural 
impulfes, as well. thofe of idleaefs as thofe of 
impetuofiy ; thofe that are the canfequence of 
a refined underftanding, as thofe that are 
excited by the grofs defires of the flefh; and 
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in this peace let us aét, without exceeding the 
bounds of Chriftian precepts and counfels, as 
our hearts diétate to us in the prefence of God, 
in order to our dying to ourfelves, and pleafing 
our well-beloved. 

But we muft be careful left we fall into 
fcruples, and dangerous trouble, by defiring fo 
to order all things, that we may affure ourfelves 
we perform them through grace; for this would 
be to quench grace, by requiring an affurance 
that we follow it; under a pretence of fecurity, 
it would be entering into all the views of felf- 
love, which we pretend to fhun: it would be 
pafling our life in reafoning on the operations 
of grace, without daring to truft ourfelves to 
them 3 it would be following nature to difcover 
grace, and to conftrain the ftate of faith.— 
And now, to fpeak more immediately and di- 
rely to your own cafe, remember that the 
bias of your nature, and the fnare of illufion, 
which you are to fear, is not grofs debauche- 
ries, but the exceffes of reafon, and the intem- 
perance of a wifdom diving too deep. Reafon 
but little, and do much; inftead of which you 
dre tempted to reafon much, and by that means 
to do little. Even wifdom ought to be. fober, 
and temperate. This fobriety, and the fimpli- 
city of the underftanding, are the fame thing. 
Reafoning produces nothing but irrefolution, 
and is a hindrance to the work of God. Walk 
in the light, ‘while it fhines forth, inftead of 
examining into the fource and caufe of it.— 
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The exercife of true love difpels all doubts, 
and loaths fpeculative reafoning. 


LETTER IX. 
A Letter of Confolation. 


IT is but a poor confolation to ‘tell you that 

T have a deep fenfe of your calamity. It is,. 
neverthelefs, all that human’weaknefs can do ;: 
and to do any thing more, we muft have re- 
courfe to God. It is to him’ then, that I 
addrefs myfel£; to that comforter of the affli&ed, 
and protector of the weak. I beg of him not to: 
deliver you from your trouble, but that he may 
make it: profitable-to you, that he would give 
you flrength to bear it. The fovereign remedy 
againft the great evils of our nature,. is fharp 
affiGions; it is in the midft of forrows that we 
accomplifh the great myftery: of Chriftianity, 
that is to fay, the inward’ crucifixion of the old. 
man. It is here the virtue of grace unfolds 
itfelf, and operates moft.intimately, which is to 
teach us not to have a dependance on ourfelves. 
We mult come out of ourfelves, to be able 
to refign ourfelves to God. Thus-our “heart, 
wounded in the moft tender part, troubled in 
its fweeteft, moft juft, and innocent attacliments, 
F 6 perceives 
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perceives it can -no longer keep poffeflion of 
ifelf, and is drawn from itfelf, that it may 
advance towards God. 

This is the great remedy againft the evils 
fin has oppreffed us with; the remedy is fevere, 
but the evil alfo is very deep. God ftrikes 
two perfons nearly united, which proves an 
unfpeakable good to. each: he takes one to 
heaven, and renders this affliftive ftroke falu- 
tary to the other, who remains on earth. ‘Lhis 
is what God has done for you. May he, by 
his holy Spirit, awaken your faith, fo that you 
may be penetrated with thefe truths! This fhall 
be my prayer; and as Ihave great confidence 
in the prayers of people in affliction, I beg you 
_ will pray for me in the midft of your forrows. 
Your charity will tell you what I want, and 
caufe you to afk it for me with earneftnefs. 


a 
LETTER X, 


Flearts, united in God, are together, however 
Separated by Space. ; p- 


AT the bottom of my heart I am always 
united to you and your dear family. Though 
we cannot fee each other,..yet are we very 
near ; whereas people who meet often in the 
fame yoom, are in reality very diftant mg ene 
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from the other. God unites all, and, with 
regard to hearts united in him, annihilates the 
greateft diftances. 

I am not infenfible of the lofs I fuftain in 
being deprived of the fight of you, but I muft 
bear it patiently as long as God pleafes, and 
even till death, if it be his will, Let your 
neceflary dutics engage your attention. As 
for the reft, be retired and recollected, careful 
to regulate well your affairs. May our Lord 
blefs your honfehold, and may it ever be his 
own. 


LETIER | Xt. 
The Danger of an active and diffipated Spirit. 


I AM pleafed with the excellent letter you 
have wrote to me: I fee in it your heart! J 
hope God will preferye you from the contagion 
of the age. The chief thing for you to guard 
againit is, an eafy temper, and natural aétivity. 
You have a greater tendency to dillipation than 
moft people, and when diflipated you become 
weak. As you can only have your ftrength 
from God, you muft not wonder that you are 
left deflitute of his help, when you leave him. 
It is enough that he fupports us when we do 
not fly from him; but when we é¢flrange our- 
ars, | felves 
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felves from him, and fear not to fall, we cannot 
hope for his affiftance, which is met with im 
recollection and prayer. You have anopennefs 
of manner which pleafes and prepoffeffes the 
world in your favour: there is nothing fo dan- 
gerous as the power of pleafing: felf-love is 
charmed with it, and this poifons the heart.— 
At firft people amufe and’ flatter themfelves ; 
then they are diffipated; and find all their good 
refolutions diminifi; then they become intoxi- 
cated’ with themfelyes and the world; thar is 
to fay, with pleafure and vanity: afterwaras 
finding themfelves at a diftance from God, they 
have no longer cotrage to icturn, and dare not 
think of making the neceflary facrifices. 

You have no remedy but: to guard againft 
diflipation. I intreat you to devote one quarter 
of an hour every morning, and: the fame 
towards evening, to reading’ and meditation, 
with freedom,-fimplicity, and affe&tion. From 
time to time endeavour to renew the prefence 
of God in your foul, and your intention to act 
for him: be! humbled at the fenfe of your 
faults ; flrive to correct them without flatter- 
ing be patient with yourfelf, as you ‘would be 
with another. J fall; with all my heart, pray 
for you. art." . 
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LETTER XIL 


We muft prefer Humility, Charity, and the Prac- 
tice of what we a'ready know, to Reputation, 
and the defire of knowing more. 


I AM very well fatisfied with your difpofi- 
tions, and you do well to acquaint me, with 
fo much fimplicity, of what pafles within you. 
There is nothing to be wondered at, in your 
having a kind of ambition to advance yourfelf 
in fpirituality, and to be in the confidence of 
eminent people who are fervants of God. Self- 
love naturally feeks fuch kind of diftinctions to 

flatter it. But. remember, you muft not be 
pleafed with a fort of ambition that makes a 
fhining progrefs in virtue, or defires the confi- 
dence of dittinguifhed perfons: no, you muft 
die to the flattering appetites of felf-love; you 
muft humble yourtelf, love obfcurity and con- 
tempt, and aim at God alone, 

It is not by heating’ or reading a book on 
perfection, that we become perfect. The great 
point is, not to hear ourfelves, but to liften to. 
God in filence, to renounce all vanity, and to 
apply “ourfelves to real virtues. Speak litel 
and do much, without defiring to he noticed. 
God will teach you more than all the molt 
experienced people, or all the moft fpiritual 
books. Ah! why do you defire fo much 
knowledge? What do you want to learn, if it 
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be not to be poor in fpirit, and to find all your 
knowledge in Chrift crucified? Knowledge puff- 
eth up, but charity alone edificth. “Klas, iS fo 
uch knowledge neceflary to know how to 
love God, and to renounce ourfelves for the 
love of him? You know a great deal: more 
than you practife; you have much lefs occafion: 
for new lights, tham to- fellow thofe you have 
already reccived.. O how we deceive ourfelves 
when we think we advance by reafoning with 
inquifitivenefs! Be bumble and never expect 
from men the gifts of God, one 


LETTER XIID. 


To avoid looking ‘into Futurity, and to live in) 
Faith and Refignation to the will of God. : 
REGARD not diftant events: this uneafi- — 
nefs about the future is in oppofitiom to the / 
grace received. When God aflits you, regard / 
\, him alone in the affiftance he gives you, and » 
, receive it each day, as the Ifraclites did the 
' manna, without providing for the next. ‘Pwo 
things are neceflary to the life of pure faith. 
The firft is, that we behold God alone, under 
all the imperfe& coverings that conceal we 5: 
the 
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the feeond is, conftantly to have our fouls kept 
in a flate of dependance, ? 
This_ ‘perpetual dependance, this obfcurity, 
and” ‘this peace of the foul in the uncertainty “of a 
what may happen toi i isa true martyrdom 
without oltentation,, ~ The death is fo flow and 
inward, that it is almoft as often hid from the 
foul that fuffers it, as from thofe who are igno- 
rant of its ftate. When God takes from you 
his gifts, he knows how to fupply their place, 
either by other inftruments, or by himfelf. 
Even {tones in his hand can become children 
of Abraham. Eat then in peace your daily 
ybread. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof. 
To-morrow will proyide for the things of isfelf, 
He who feeds us to-day, the fame will feed us 
to-morrow. 


LETTER XIV.. ~ 


THE ftate of the apoftles between the af 
cenfion of the Son of God, and the coming a 
the Holy Ghoft, was a tate of prayer ‘and 
retirement; in which they waited for power 
from.on high. ‘lhe preparation for your re- 
celying the. Holy Spirit, is not to liften to your 
own ipirit. The only obftacle I fear for you 
is the want of quiet; give up all doubts and 
firuples, let them buzz in your imagination 
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like bees in a hive; if you ftir them up, you 
will provoke them, and they will do you much 
harm; if you do not meddle with them, you 
will only hear their noife, and be afraid of 
them. 

Accuftom yourfelf to peace of heart, in op- 
pofition to your reftlefs imagination. 


LETTER XV. 


We are not to be difturbed at the Irregularities 
of Men, but fubmit every Thing to God, in 
the Accomplifhment of our Duties. 


A WARM imagination, a vivacity of fen- 
timents, or a‘multiplicity of words, do fearcely 
any thing; the effectual method is to act be- 
fore God in a thorough difengagement, doing 
all we can by his light, and being content with 
the fuccefs he is pleafed to give, Ome word 
fpoken fimply im this peace, operates more than 
all our ardent and eager cautions. As it 18 
the Spirit of God that then fpeaks. it lofes 
nothing of its ftrenzth and authority; it en- 
lightens, perfuades, affects, and edifies. Little 
is fpoken, yet every thing is done. On the 
contrary, when we are led. by the vivacity of 
our nature, we make many fubtle and fuper- 
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fluous reflections, we are afraid we never fpeak 
or do enough, we exhautft our fpirits, are diff- 
pated, and yet nothing is done. | 
Let the water flow; let men be men, that is 
to fay, weak, vain, a unjuft and af- 
fuming. Do not difturb yourfelf. Inure your- 
felf to what is unreafonable and unjuft. Reft 
in peace in the bofom of God, who fees better 
than you all thefe evils, and who permits them. 
Be contented to do with coolnefs the little that 
depends upon you: let every thing elfe be, 
with regard to you, as if it was not. I am 
well pleafed to find, that you have leifure 
hours. Be neither covetous nor prodigal of 
them. 


Ra 


LETTER XVI. 


I SYMPATHIZE in all your troubles; 
but there is a neceffity for our bearing the crofs 
with Jefes Chrift in this fhort life. In a little 
time there will be an end of our fuffering, 
when we fhall reign with God the Comforter, 
who will wipe away our tears, and before 
whom our forrows and fighings fhall flee away 
for ever.’ While we remain in this momentary 
ftate, whofe trials are fo light, let us fuffer 
humbly and in peace. Self-love magnifies 
thém in gur imagination. A crofs, borne_in 
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fimplicity, without thefe returns of felf-love, is 
made light to us. When we fuffer in this fim- 
plicity of love, we are notwithftanding happy, 
for love is pleafed to. fufler for the fake of 
its well-beloved: and the crofs that makes 
us conformable to him, carries its confolation 
with it. 

Bear the heavy burden of the aged, who is 
no longer able to bear it herfelf. Reafon 
grows weak at that age; even virtue, unlefs it 
be well grounded, feems to flacken: humour 
and fretfulnefs have then the ftrength which the 
underftanding lofes. 


LETTER XVII 


I AM not forry that age and infirmities 
make you now regard death, as near at.hand, 
much more ferioufly than you formerly did 
when at a diftance. <A diftant and confufed 
view which we fometimes have, and is fre- 
quently diverted, is but like a dream: but the 
fame view when feen in folitude and the weak- 
nefs of age, brings near us, and realizes the 
object. 

_ We fhould defire our diffelution (when it 
pleafes the Almighty fo to order), No-doubt 
there isa joy in dying; but this joy does.not 
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depend on us; many great faints have been 
deprived of it: let us be content with wanting 
that which is not given us to tafte. Let 
Nature refufe the bitter cup; but let the 
inward man fay with Jefus Chrift, Neverthele/s 
not as If will, but as thou wilt. We are not 
mafter of our fentiments, but we are of our 
confent, affifted by the grace of God. 

~ We properly enough wait for death, when 
we endeavour to be detached from every thing ; 
when we humble ourfelves for our fimalleft 
faults, with a defire of corre&ting them; when 
we walk in the prefence of God; when we are 
tra@table and patient in ficknefs; when we 
give ourfelves up to the fpirit of grace to a& 
under its influence; laftly, when we feck to die 
to felf on all occafions, before the death of the 
body happens. Make a good ufe of your faults ; 
afift your neighbour; difregard the forgetful- 
nefs of man; the faithful friend, the fpoufe of 
the heart, will never forget you. 


LETTER XVII. 


IT appears to me that you want to be foft- 
ened with regard to the defeéts of other people. 
I grant you cannot avoid feeing them when 
they are before you, nor can you prevent re- 
4 fleGing 
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flecting on the principles that feem to govern 
fome men. It is fufficient that you are willing 
to bear with certain defects; that you pafs no 
judgment on thofe that are doubtful, and that 
you do not indulge an uneafinefs which would 
make you fhun fociety. 

Perfeétion eafily bears the imperfection of 
others. God leaves, in the beft fouls, certain 
weakneffes entirely difproportioned to their 
high ftate, to fhow them by what remains, 
how much mifery he has taken from them. 

afk of you now more than ever not to {pare 
my faults. When you think yon fee one, 
which perhaps I have not, it will not difturb 
me if your admonition wounds me, the fenfi- 
bility will fhew me you have touched me to the 
quick; fo you will do me much good by exer- 
cifing me in abjection, and accuftoming me to 
be found fault with. I have more need than 
others to be,pulled down, as I am more ele- 
vated by my fituation in life, and God requires 
from me a greater death to all things. I have 
occafion for this fimplicity; and I hope it will 
cement our union, inftead of diffolving it. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XIX. 


TRUE refignation has no road of its own, 
or defire of pleafing itfelf; it goes on ftrait, as 
God pleates. The {trait road is the renouncing 
ourfelves, that God may be all, and we nothing. 
1 hope that he who gives fodder to the cattle, 
and feeds the young ravens, will take care of 
you. Happy is he, who, like Jefus Chrift, 
has not where to lay his head! When we have 
delivered ourfelves up to the inward poverty, 
fhall we be afraid of the outward? Be faithful 
to God, and God will be fo to his promifes. 
Do honour to religion, that is fo defpifed, and 
it will reward you with ufury. 

Be afraid of your vivacity, your love of the 
world, and the fecret ambition, which flides 
into the heart without your perceiving it. Be 
not drawn afide by political converfation, or 
jovial mirth, which will diffipate you, and in- 
difpofe you for recolle&ion and prayer. Con- 
tra& your difcourfe; be careful of your time; 
do every thing in order, and with regularity; 
and let good works take place of fine difcourfes. 
Confine your attention to the prefent moment; 
eat your daily bread: the morrow Jhall take 
thought for the things of tifelf: Sufficient to the day 
is the evil thereof. \t is tempting God to provide 
manna for feveral days. You cannot this day 
have to-morrow’s grace. 


LETTER 


( 144. ) 


LETTER XX. 


THE confideration of the greatnefs and 
goodnefs of God, may often be the fubjeé of 
your meditations. Atk of God fuch affe&ions 
as will attach you to him. For it is not through 
the underftanding, or reafoning, that he draws 
fouls to him, but through the difpofition of our 
heart, and the abafement of our underflanding. 

Deteft an effeminate, indolent, trifling life. 
As to your a¢tions, when they are good in 
themfelves, reprefs all reflections on the mo- 
tives that incited you to perform them ; ‘other- 
wife you will never have done with yourfelf. 
You will be difturbed, difcouraged, and by 
vain reafoning on your aétions, will lofe the time 
for aéting. Let not your piety be melancholy, 
auftere, and forced:—Where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty. If you once love him 
with all your heart, you will be almoft always 
joyful, and your heart at liberty. But if you 
only turn to him, as the Jews did, through fear, 
you will not find him; but infead of him, will 
find nothing but forrow. Be friendly, obliging, 
and courteous; this will caufe you to be be- 
loved. Let it be feen, that it is not through 
affeaation, or dullnefs, but through true reli- 
gion, that you renounce youthful vanities and 
ludts. Moreover, let it be feen that you are 
difcreet, and to be depended on in all. your 
dealings ; and be not ceremonious. Have but 
few 
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few friends, and many acquaintances. Be care- 
ful to pleafe thofe who pais for good men, and 
whofe efteem is reputable. Do not fear to afk 
fuch perfons queftions, when you grow a little 
intimate with them. 


LETTER’ XxXt- 


I HAVE often thought of the things you 
mentioned to me yefterday, and I more and 
more hope that God will fupport you. Though 
you do not find a great relifh for the praétice 
of piety, yet you muft not fail to be as faithful 
in it as your health will permit. A fick mau 
recovering, ftill loathes his food; but for alf 
his want of appetite, he muft eat, in order to 
nourifh himfelf. 

It would be ufeful to you fometimes, to have 
a little Chriftian converfation with fuch perfons 
as you might open yourfelf to; but with regard 
to your choice of them, I leave you at liberty, 
according to your prefent liking. God draws 
you to himfelf by a fenfible ftroke, and I am 
glad of it, provided you remain firm in what is 
good; for a fidelity, fupported without tafte, is 
much purer and more proof againft all dangers, 
than the greateft relentings which are but too 
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LETTER XXIL. 


The Effects of Indolence and Amufemenis ; with 
Rules for our Conduét in order to overcome them. 


WHAT you have moft to fear is indolence 
and amufement. Even people, who are well 
refolved in the praétice of virtue, and whofe 
minds are filled with the horror of vice, thefe 
two defects are enough to throw into the moft 
frightful diforders. Indolence is a confumption 
of the foul, which ftupifies. it,.and ‘takes ‘from 
it all relifh for, what is good. - You fhould thea 
have a vigorous faith, that will .mafter. this 
indolence without ever hearkening to it. As 
foon as we begin to liften to.it, ,all is loft. . It 
does as, much mifchief, with refpe& to the 
world, as with refpe& to God. A man that is 
effeminate and diffpated, cannot but be a meda 
man; and if he has great employments, they 
only difhonour him. The love of his eafe 
always overcomes him, in fpite of his »greatett 
interefts, .He knows not how to improve his 
talents, or get a neceflary knowledge : in his 
profeflion, or confme himfelf to the. coilfeme 
duties of it; neither can he fojlong.fubmit to 
reitraint, as to accommodate himdfelf ‘to the 
liking of other people, nor-apply himfelf with 
courage towards his own reformation. 
~ \This;is the fluggard, {poken’ of inthe ferip- 
ture, who would and who would not; who 
ST ; would 
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‘would do what he cught while it is afar’ off, 
but whofe arms want ftrength as foon as he 
beholds this work at hand. -What can we do 
with fuch a man? He is good for- nothing.— 
Bufinefs wearies him; ferious reading. fatigues 
him. He mutt pafs his life on a bed of down. 
Does he work ? The moments feem hours to 
him. Does he amufg himfelf? The hours are 
then like moments to him. All his time is lofls 
he knows not what he is doing in it; he lets it 
pafs away like the waters under the arch of a 
bridge. Aik him what he has done in the 
morning: he has done nothing; for he has 
lived without thinking whether. he lived or not. 
He has flept as long as he could; has been 
long drefling; talked to the firft comer; and 
taken fome turns in his chamber. Dinner 
comes on the table: the afternoon he fpends 
like the morning, and his whole life like this 
day. Once more: fuch a man is good for noe 
thing. Even pride muft render him infupport- 
able to himfelf, in a ftate fo unworthy of a 
man. 
Such aman will not only be incapable. of 
doing what is good, but will, by degrees, fall 
into the greateft evils. Pleafure will betray 
him. It is not for nothing that the flefh defires 
to. be indulged: after having appeared indo- 
lent and infenfible, it will fuddenly become 
furious and brutal, You will not perceive this 
fire till it is too late to extinguilh it. » You mut 
alfo fear, left your fentiments in religion, mixing 
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with your foftnefs, fhould engage you, by de- 
grees, in a fingular life, which will have fome 
outward regularities, but nothing folid within. 

A ferious indolence, where the paflions bear 
a lamentable fway, is productive of an obfcure, 
flothful, and corrupted life; at which even the 
world, bad as it is, cannot avoid being fhocked. 
‘Thus, by little and little, you will quit the 
world, for an indolent life; which will be little 
lefs contrary to the mind of God, than the moft 
depraved paflions. But let us confider how to 
arm again{t this evil. With regard to your 
bufinefs, you fhould regulate it, doing all 
things by rule; and fo fettle your affairs as 
feldom to break in upon the plan you lay down. 
Negle& not your meditative reading in the 
morning; let that be the firft thing you do, 
while people may imagine you are in bed. 
‘Towards evening read again. © If you then find 
in yourfelf an inclination for a little recollection, 
by yielding to it, you will accuftom yourfelf to 
fpend the evening like the morning. 

You fhould receive every one with civility. 
Let there be no air of pride, nor affectation, nor 
forwardnefs. Shew yourfelf to be a gentleman: 
falute and behave well to all the world, yet 
converfe with but few. Bad company is dif- 
honourable to all; but efpecially to a young 
man, who has notas yet an eftablifhed character. 
You muft vifit but few, and never thofe of bad 
repute. Do not 1idicule them, as others do, 
but quietly avoid them. 

Befides 
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Befides your never preferring yourfelf to any 
one, your manners mutt likewife be fimple and 
ingenuous; your countenance open; and you 
mu{t obferve a complacency in your tranfient 
intercourfes. Let every thing be a proof of 
nobility, and of a heart that is liberal, friendly, 
obliging, and affeéted by merit; folicitous to 
oblige, forry when you cannot. Endeavour to 
feafon a piece of fervice with what may render 
it obliging, without making a merit of it. In 
fuch condué& pride feeks glory, and religion 
muft thus feek true decency, from motives 
wholly divine. Nothing is fo noble, fo great, 
fo heroic, as the heart of a true Chriftian; 
but in it there muft be nothing falfe, nothing 
affeted, nothing but: what is fimple, modeft, 
and punctual in all things. 

As to real friends, you muft chufe them with 
much caution; and confequently limit yourfelf 
“to a very fmall number: no intimate friend, 
that does not fear God, and whom the pure 
maxims of religion does not govern in all things ; 
otherwife he may prove your-ruin, be his kind- 
nefs for you ever fo great. Make choice, as 
much as you can, of friends a little older than 
yourfelf; they. will occafion you to ripen 
fooner. Let your heart be open to your true 
friends; no fecrecy with them but the fecret of 
another, except in things you fear they may be 
prejudiced againft. 

Be difintere(ted, faithful, aétive, and conftant 
in your friendfhip; but never blind to «he 
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defe&s or different degrees of merit in your 
friends; let them find you ferviceable to them, 
and never let their troubles caufe your affections 
to cool. 

Treat your fervants well. Let your authority 
be firm and gentle; be attentive to their wants; 
do them all the good you can; and caufe them 
to. be attached to you through love: bear 
with their faults when they are not effential, 
and they are willing to mend them. — Laflly, 
remember, (and I finifh as 1 began) that indo- 
lence enervates every thing, and makes all 
things wearifome; that it exhaufts the ftrength 
of all the virtues and qualities of the foul, 
- even in the opinion of the world. A man, 
given up to indolence, is a weak and iofignifi- 
cant man. He is as if he was not. Dread, 
therefore, this defe&, which is the fource of fo 
many others: watch and pray; but, above all: 
things, watch againft yourfelf, ‘ 


LETTER XXII, 
Advice on Meditation, and the method of Reading. 


I AM perfuaded that you ought every morn- 
ing to meditate a little in the following manner: 
firlt, place yourfelf in the prefence of God, that 
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is, adore him as prefent, and offer yourfelf to 
him entirely ; then invoke of him the help of 
his holy fpirit for the great bufinefs you are 
about. You know how we have proceeded 
when together: remember you cannot do it 
with too much fimplicity.. You are not to look 
for God in fine ideas, or extraordinary meltings 
of the heart. Speak to him fimply, without 
much reflection, and from the fullnefs of your 
heart, as to a good friend. 

At firft, content yourfelf with a quarter of 
an hour in this meditation, although you fhould 
find it unprofitable and wearifome; but if it 
can be done without difficulty, and it nourifhes 
your heart, go as far as half an hour. Gene- 
rally fpeaking, it is beft to do little at firft, and 
to accuftom yourfelf to it by degrees. In the 
evening you may do the fame for another 
quarter of an hour, and you will find in time 
this other quarter will be lengthened to half an 
hour. You may finifh with a difpofitton to 
give yourfelf up to God in thofe points you 
have meditated on, and by thankfgiving for the 
good affections you have received. 

As to your fpiritual reading, be not fatisfied 
with believing -and tafting the truths you read, 
but apply them to your wants. Endeavour, 
not only for your pleafure to tafte, but to digeft 
the heavenly bread, fo that it may nourifh you. 
"Thofe who fwallow with eagernefs, and hattily, 
far from being fubftantially nourifhed, bring on 
dangerous indigeftions. It is, therefore, better 
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to read but little, and read it attentively, and 
with recollection. When reading improves 
you, it becomes a kind of meditation, whereas 
the reading of perfons who are not fimple 
enough, is but empty, and to very little pur- 
pofe. ‘Too great a variety of objects in fpiritual 
reading, as in other things, diflipates the mind, 
prevents its entering into itfelf, and deprives it 
of its own nourifhment. 


LETTER XXIV. 


I AM not furprized at the trouble you mees 
with from many things that are in oppofition to 
God: it is the natural efle& of the change of 
your heart. “You wifh to enjoy a certain calm, 
in which you might be at liberty to employ 
yourfelf in thofe things you are affeéted with, 
and be delivered from all that caufes your 
wounds to bleed afrefh. But God permits that 
what has formerly engaged your affections and 
your time, fhould now trouble you, and ferve 
to increafe your penitence.» ie then this 
crofs in peace, and wait till God relieves you. 
He will do it in his own time; and notin yours. 
Neverthelefs, referve fome portion of your time 
for thinking on him, and of yourfelf, with re- 
gard to him. Be upon your guard againft your 
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inclinations and habits: remember you bear the 
gifts of God in an earthen veflel. 

To perform many difficult aétions is not the 
thing wanted: do the fmalleft and moft common, 
with a heart devoted to God, and asa man who 
is defirous of anfwering the only end of his 
creation. You muft be fober at table, and 
fober every where elfe, fober in talking, fober 
in your expenfes, fober in judging, fober in 
your choice of company, fober in your amufe- 
ments, and even fober in your wifdom and. 
forecaft, according to St. Paul’s advice. It is 
this univerfal foberity, in the_ufe of the beft 
things, that the love of God makes us obferve; 
and to perform every thing with a delightful 
fimplicity. They who are pofleffed of it, are 
neither fretful, nor ferupulous; but have within 
them a principle of love, which fets the heart 
at liberty; which fweetings every thing, and 
without reftraint or trouble, infpires us with a 
certain delicacy never to difpleafe God, and 
which ftops us when we are tempted to do 
wrong. 

In this ftate we endure what is the common 
lot of men; fatigues, difappointments, difficul~ 
ties with ourfelves as well as with others, 
temptations, and dejections. But if our crofles. 

# are in common with the world, the motives for 
bearing them are very different. We knowin 
Jefas Chrift our Saviour the value and power 
of the ecrofs: it purifies, detaches us from the 
world, and renews our minds. We fee God 
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in all things; but we never fee him fo clearly, 
nor with fo much advantage, as in our fufferings 
and humiliations. The crofs is the power of 
God; the more it deftroys us, the more it 
advances the new being in Jefus Chrift, to raife 
a new man out of the ruins of the old Adam. 

If you can find out fome fenfible friend, who 
fears God, unburden your heart, by telling him 
fuch things as you think him capable of bearing. 
But confider God as the good friend of. the 
heart, and that nobody can comfort hke him. 
‘Ehere is none who, like him, underftands all 
at once, who enters into all our troubles, and 
adapts himfelf to our neceflities betore we afk 
him. 

Show an even fober condué, without the 

affeGtation of what is good; but be refolute in 
virtue, that the profligate may have no hopes of 
drawing you afide: you will the eafier get rid 
of them, andthey will importune you lefs, 

when they find you faithfully attached to reli. 
gion; and that you will not be drawn back 
from it. 

Rely not on your own ftrength, your refolu- 
tions, nor on your moft. vigilant: precautions 
(which however you ought to take with the 
greatefl exa€tnefs and care), but folely in the 
goodnels of God, who has loved you before 
ae loved him, and even when you ungrate- 

ully offended him. . 
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LETTER XXV. 


1 HOPE, that in this ftate of feperetion and 
bitternefs, you will find (far from the help of 
the creatures) the moft powerful confolation. 
God will make you tafte what he is in himfelf, 
when every thing elfe fails you. When we . 
refign ourfelves up to God, in time of peace and 
quiet, we neither know what we want, nor 
what we promise: though our refignation fhould 
be fincere, yet it is very fuperficial; but when 
the cup of bitternefs prefents itfelf to us, nature 
trembles, it fears, and is forrowful; it fays, 
Let this cup pafs from me! Bieffed are they who 
can fapprefs this repugnance, and fay with the 
Sonof God, Neverthele/s, not as I will, but as 
thou wilt. 

‘The ftate of forrow which deje&s. your 
heart, and the fight of an affliding object, 
which is always before your eyes, makes me 
fear for your health. ‘Take care of it, and turn 
to advantage any littke comforts, that fhall come 
in your way : do every thing in fimplicitv. 


LETTER XXVF. y 


A VARIETY of bufinefs hurries you away 
with rapidity. I have often obferved, that you 
are always in a hurry to go from one bufinels to 
c 6 another, 
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another, though each.in particular engages you 
too much. You are not flow, but tedious, You 
waite a great deal of time on each bufinefs, not 
through the flownefs of your operations, for 
on the contrary they are hurried; but by the 
multitude of affairs you crowd into them. You 
with to fay every thing on each fubje& that has 
any relation toit. You always fear you do not 
fay enough. ‘This makes each bufinefs too long, 
and obliges you to pafs from one affair to ano- 
ther, in hafte, and yet with delay. If you would 
cut them fhort, each bufinefs would be eafy, and 
find its place without being retarded: but in 
order to this, you fhould ftudy to retrench every 
thing that is not effential. 

To be fober in words, you muft be fo in 
thoughts. You muft not follow your natural 
eagernefs to perfuade others. You will not 
reach the fource of this evil, but by often fi- 
lencing your fpirit by means of inward filence. 
Vhus you would fee, at the proper feafon, each 
bufinefs in a clear and fimple light. You would 
fay in two words all you had to fay, without 
lofing fo much time to perfuade. You would 
be lefs burdened, more at liberty, more eafy, 
more regular, and fteady with regard to your- 
ielf and your neighbour. Befides, this filence, 
which would fhorten the manner of expediting 
your outward bufinefs, would accuftom you to 
tranfa& your affairs in the f{pirit of ‘prayer: 
without this you will be more and more fa- 
‘tioned and exhaufted; the affairs which pre- 
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yudice the foul in its inward bufinefs, will like- 
wife prejudice. the health of the body. 

» This calm and leifure will do all your bufinefs, 
which hard Jabour and hurry can never effect. 
Liften a little lefs to your thoughts, that you 
may be in a ftate to liften more to God. I dare 
promife, if you obferve this, and are faithful to 
the inward light on all occafions, you will foon 
be eafed in all your duties; but fitter to ferve 
your neighbour; and at the fame time carry on 
the bufinefs of your employment better. 

It is not enough that you love good books: 
you fhould yourfelf be a living good book. 
You fhould be inwardly in reality what thefe 
good books teach. The faints, in former times, 
had more troubles and croffes than you: it was 
in the midft of all thefe troubles they preferved 
and increafed their peace, their fimplicity, their 
life of pure faith, and their prayer almoft with- 
out ceafing. 

Referve to yourfelf times for inward nourifh- 
ment, which may be as fources of grace for 
other times: even in tranfacting your outward 
affairs, move in peace with that f{pirit of brevity 
which will caufe you to die to yourfelf. 
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LETTER XXVII. 
Cen/folation on the Death of a young Perfon. 


I RECEIVED your letter on the lofs you 
have lately fuftained. I have a deep fenfe both 
of the lofs, and the grief it occafions. But I can- 
not be troubled for your heart, nor doubting 
but it remains in that true peace, which is. m- 
feparable from am acquiefeence with the whole 
will of God. I pity you om account of this 
fecret wound, by which the heart is as it were 
dried up. But grief is the hidden life of fouls 
here on earth; for it is by thofe thoughts whieh 
death occafion, that the beginning of a new life: 
‘ is formed in us. All that feems to corrupt the 
grain in the earth, makes it vegetate and grow 
up for the harveft. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 
Confolation on the Death of a Sot. 


THE great lofs you have foftained efcapes 
fot my fight; but God has taken what hbe- 
longed to him, and not to us. Who dare fay 
to him, Why haft thou done thus ?—This lan- 
guage is far from you. You know he is not 
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accountable for what he doeth. His good plea- 
fure is the fupreme reafon; befides, we may 
always fee in the moft fevere ftrokes of his fa- 
therly hand, a fecret defign of mercy. He 
takes away ina happy hour, certain weak men, 
whom perhaps the delufions of the world might 
have caufed to fall. He is hafted away to pre- 
vent a miferable fall. O what wonders {hall 
we fee in the next world, that efcape us in this! 
then fhall we fing the fong of joy and everlatt- 
ing thanks, for events that made us weep here. 
Alas, in tne prefent darknefs, we know not 
what is really good for us, or really evil. If 
God fhould do what pleafes us, all would be 
loft. He faves us by breaking our chains, and 
making us forrowful. ‘Ihe fame ftroke that 
faves him we love, by taking him from the 
midft of iniquity, prepares us by his death for 
our own. What can we defire for ourfelves 
and our friends in this vain and corrupted 
world? If it be true that faith and love confti- 
tute the life of our foul, can we weep, becaufe 
God loves us better than we know how to love 
ourfelves; fhall we lament his taking out of 
temptation and fin, thofe that are dear to us? 
Does he hurt us by contra&ing the days ot 
mifery? Do we defire a continuance of danger, 
and greater temptations? We would have every 
thing that. flatters felflove, in order to make us 
forget ourfelyes in this place of extile. 
Your fon was profperous in the mid? of a 
corrupted world; it is this affliés you in the 
‘dofs 
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lofs of him. But his fuecefs was perhaps the 
caufe that the thread of his life was cut fhort, by 
a defign replete with mercy, both for him and 
his friends.. Let us then adore God, and be 
filent. Nothing but prayer can comfort us. 
As foon as we are with God, by an union of 
heart in the fimple view of faith, we are in 
prayer. And every occupation, even in the 
moft holy things, that does not place us in this 
prefence, and this fociety of love, is rather a 
ftudy than a prayer. At this time nothing but 
the fociety of the true Comforter can comfort 
us; Let us then reft in filence; he will com- 
fort us, and we fhall find all in him alone. 
Bleffed are thofe who defire no other comfort! 
‘This is pure and inexhauftible. 


LETTER ue 


IT feems to me neceffary that you fhould 
have joined together great ftriétnefs, and great 
liberty. Striétnefs will make you faithful, and 
liberty will make you courageous. If you were 
{tri& without being at liberty, there would be 
a danger of falling into flavery, and unneceflary 
fcraples; and if you were at hberty without 
being f{tri&, you would foon run into negligence 
and remiffnefs of manners. Striétnefs alone, 
contraéts the mind, and liberty alone, enlarges 

it 


( 161 ) 


it too much. Thofe who have no experience 
in the ways of God, thinks thefe two virtues 
incompatible. Thev underftand by being ftriét, 
a living always in reftraint, and in ‘an uneafy 
icrupulous fear, which fo ftraitens the foul that 
it quarrels with itfelf about the fmalleft mat- 
ters. They call being at liberty, the having a 
loofe confcience, not being careful of {mall 
matters, but content with avoiding great faults, 
counting fuch only great crimes; quieting and 
comforting themfelves with this thought, that 
they do not imagine there is any great harm in 
their actions. 

It was not thus St. Paul conceived matters, 
when he faid to thofe, whom he endeavoured to 
make perfe& Chriftians, Stand faft in liberty; 
but it is in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath 
made us free: rand fa/t in liberty, becaufe the 
Saviour hath called us to liberty; but let not 
that liberty be an occafion or pretence for 
doing wrong. It feems then to me that true 
ftri€tnefs confifts in obeying God in all things, 
and following that light which fhows us our 
duty, and that grace which inclines us to do 
it; making it our chief ftudy to pleafe God in 
all things, and always to do, not only what is 
agreeable to him, but what is moft fo, without 
endeavouring to deceive him by the difference 
of great and fmall fins of omiffion or commif- 
fion. For though it is true there is a diftinc- 
tion in thefe things, yet there ought to be none 
for a foul that has concluded to refufe nothing 
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to God, of all that it has to beftow. “And it 
is-in this fenfe the apoftle fays, that the law is 
not made for a righteous man; that is, the re- 
{training and threatening law: but he has a 
{uperior law which raifes him above all this, 
and makes him enter into the liberty of the 
children of God; which is the defire of always 
pleafing his heavenly Father. ) 


LETTER XXX. 


AVOID diffipation, and dread your too 
lively imagination and tafte for the world. It 
ig not fuflicienr that you avoid feeing too many 
people, you muft likewife not fuffer your vi- 
vacity to be too much excited by the few you 
do fee: you muft retrench all long converfa- 
tions; and even in fhort ones, you fhould not 
indulge a certain aétivity of fpirit, tec is in- 
compatible with recollection. 

What I require is an union with God,:at the 
bottom of the heart, which his grace ‘affords 
us, when we drop our own aétivity that diffi- 
pates us, and diverts us with creaturely amufe- 
ments. Indeed, if you do-not drop this ac- 
tivity, which proceeds from nature and habit, 
you will infenfibly lofe all that. is good within 
you: and notwith{tanding -your pious inten- 
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tions, you will find yourfelf reduced to a de- 
votion of tranfitory and fuperficial fentiments, 
accompanied with great frailties, and a mixture 
of many things contrary to former grace. 


LETTER XXXI. 


THE beft reparation for our paft vanities, is. 
being humble and content that God fhould 
“humble us. The beft of all penances is, to do, 
daily and hourly, the will of God rather than 
our own. Let us then think only of the prefent, 
and not be inquifitive about the future. This 
future is not ours, and perhaps never may be. 
Let us only think of the prefent which preffes 
on us; it is a fidelity to the prefent that pre- 
pares us for being faithful in the future. With 
regard to the prefent, thefe are what appear to 
me to be the principal. 

Firft. I think you fhould avoid all company 
that might not only lead you into grofs errors, 
but awaken in you a tafte for worldly vanities, 
diflipate you, and render you lukewarm to- 
wards God, dry up your heart for fpiritual 
exercifes, and deftroy your willingnefs to at- 
tend to the advice you ftand in need of. It is 
a happinefs to be removed far from the pease 
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and placed in the liberty of the children of 
God. 5 

Neverthelefs, it is not fitting, either with 
regard to decency or your ftation, or to your 
inward wants, that you fhould retire into a 
deep folitude. You muft then, when it is 
neceflary to relax your mind, fee thofe who 
afford you a moderate amufement; but avoid 
fuch company as tends to diflipate, flacken, and 
draw you away, contrary to your own liking, 
and who would caufe the old wounds of your 
heart to bleed afrefh. Thefe falfe friends you 
fhould dread, avoid them quietly, and put a 
bar in the way to prevent their return. 

With regard to prayer, you cannot do 
wrong in the good difpofition which God has 
given you, provided you are not too much 
aiming to perform it in an excellent manner. 
Seek for an acquaintance with God, not by 
artful thoughts which you frame on purpofe 
to fpeak to him, for a certain time, but by 
thofe fentiments with which your heart is filled. 
If you tafte his prefence, and feel the attrac- 
tion of love, acknowledge your happinefs, and 
that it is great goodnefs in the Almighty to 
fufler himfelf to be loved by a heart fo un- 
worthy of his love. 

Employ yourfelf during the day in the duties 
of your ftate; fuch as regulating your expenfes 
according to your income, watching over your 
fervants that they commit no offence; educat- 
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ing your children with a mild authority; fatis- 
fying the obligations of decency; and edifying 
all who fee you, though you never {peak to 
them of devotion. 

All this is fimple, regular, and moderate, and 
enters into common life; but all reverts con- 
tinually to God. How. comfortable will you 
find the praétice of it! One day in the houfe 
of God, is better than a thoufand ix the tents of 
ungodlinefs.* 


LETTER. XXXIL 


YOU muft not believe, that the prefence of 
God is imaginary, when it does not give you 
the light and power to fay fine things. ‘This 
prefence is never more real or more beneficial 
than when it teaches us to be filent, to humble 
ourfelves, not to hearken to felf-love, and to 
remain with lowlinefs and fidelity in the ob- 
{curity of faith. This tafte of felf-renunciation 
and lowlinefs, is much more profitable than 
bright ideas, and lively fentiments. 


* Pf, Ixxxjy. 10. 
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LETTER XXXII. _ 


WE fhould turn our defe&s to advantage, 
by an entire diffidence of your own hearts. I 
am glad you do not find in yourfelf any_.re- 
fource, to enable you to fuftain that kind of 
life you have made choice of. I fhould fear 
all things for you, if you thought yourfelf efta- 
blifhed in what is good, and if you promifed to 
perfevere in it; but I hope all things, when I 
fee that you fincercly defpair of yourfelf. O 
how weak are we, when we think ourfelves 
{trong! O how flrong are we in God, when we 
feel ourfelves weak! 

It is the will which Ged requires; the will 
muft be attended with action, but God fre- 
quently does not require great performances 
from us. To order our fervants, to manage 
our affairs well, to educate our children pro- 
perly, to bear our croffes, to fly from the vain 
joys of the world; not to flatter our pride in 
any thing: to fupprefs our natural haughti- 
nefs; to endeavour. to become fimple, plain, 
and lowly ; to be filent; to be recolle@ed; and 
to accuftom ourfelves toa life hidden with Jefus 
Chrift in God; thefe are the works with which 
God is pleafed.* , 

You wifh, you fay, for croffes to evidence 
your love for God. Be’ content with your 


* Only to be performed by the help of his grace. — 
prefent 
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prefent. croffes: before you look for others; 
bear thofe you have with patience; liften not 
to what you like or diflike. Endeavour to keep 
yourfelf, on all occafions, in that general dif- 
pofition of unreferved dependance on the fpirit 
of grace, which is a continual death to felf. 
Refufe nothing to God, and never anticipate 
him, with regard to thofe things in which you 
are as yet ignorant of his will. Each day will 
bring its crofles and its facrifices. When God 
fhall pleafe to change your ftate, he will infen- 
fibly prepare you for it. My with is, that 
God may deftroy in you the whole life of 
felf-love. 


LETTER XXXIV. 


IT is the Spirit of God that infenfibly accom. 
plifhes the moft arduous things. The difappoint- 
ments of life overcome us; its crofles dejec us ; 
we want patience and gentlenefs, or’a entle 
and fteady courage, to rendér’ us capable to. 
perfuade others. God alone holds in his hands 
the hearts ‘of men: he fupports ‘ours, and 
opens our neighbours. Except the Lord keep 
the ety, the watchman waketh in vain.* By 
depending on the {pirit of grace, you will do 


* Pf, cxxvil. 1. 
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more in your outward duties, than by all your 
uneafy and eager ftrivings. 

I blefs God for it, that you are tired of your 
own fpirit. Woe to thofe who confide in it. 
Bleffed are they who, being weary of it, feck 
repofe in the renunciation of felf-love. If after 
having tafted the goodnefs of God in retire- 
ment, you fhould return to what the world 
efteems an honeft life, you will fall very low; 
and, by a remiffnefs fo unfaithful to grace, will 
deferve fuch a lofs. I hope this will not at- 
tend you; God loves you well, feeing he gives 
you no peace in a medium between him and 
the world. God calls us to all perfection, and 
prepares us for it, by the attraction of his grace: 
wherefore Jefus Chrift fays to his difciples, Be 
ye perfect. as your Father in heaven is perfedt.* 
And on this account he has taught us to pray, 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.t 
All are called to this perfection on earth; but 
the generality are difmayed, and draw back. 

Be not of the number of thofe who, having 
eaten of the manna in the wildernefs, regretted 
the lofs of the onions of Egypt. It is perfe- 
verance alone that is crowned. 


* Matthew iv, 48. + Yi, 10. 
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LETTER XXXV. 


THE work of God is not done in ns, but 
by difpoffeffing us of ourfelves, fo as to remove 
every refource of confidence and complacency 
in felf-love. You with to find yourfelf good, 
upright, ftrong, and incapable of every thing 
that is bad. If you fhould find yourfelf im this 
flate, you would be fo much the worfe, as you 
imagined yourfelf good. We fhould fee our- 
felves poor, find nothing in ourfelves but mi- 
fery, defpair of felf, hope for nothing, but in 
God, and exercife an humble patience without 
flattery. As to any thing elfe, as thefe things 
which trouble you, are but involuntary fenti- 
ments, it fuffices that the will is not confenting 
to them. By this you will gain the advantage ~ 
of humiliation, without having the infidelity of 
adhering to fuch corrupt fentiments. 

Live in Jefus Chrift, and live for him. The 
chief thing for you is littlenefs: referve no- 
thing through courage, or human wifdom. Be 
tractable. Learn to bear with others, by be- 
ing reduced to bear with yourfelf, cd 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


To endeavour to raife ourfelves up from the 
Remiffne/s into which we have fallen. 


' I-CANNOT, my dear daughter, fay any 
thing more proper to you than the words of St. 
John to the angel, that is, the bifhop of the 
church of Ephefus:—Remember, therefore, from 
whence thou art fallen, and repent; and do the firf 
works: or elfe I will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candleftick out of his place. It is 
thus the Spirit of God loves men without flat- 
tering them; he loves them, and threatens them. 
He does not even threaten them but through 
jove. He alarms them with the view of trouble, 
to the end that men may not compel him to 
make them fuffer. See how the moft perfe& 
men eafily and by degrees fall away without 
great watchfulnefs. Here is the angel of one 
of the moft holy churches of the eaft, in thofe 
days, when religion was in fo flourifhing a ftate: 
this angel falls; he forgets his former love, his 
recollection, his prayer, his good works, (in 
which he had formerly been employed) he 
grows remifs and diflipated. At firft his wan- 
dering and fall were imperceptible to himfelf. 
He fays to himfelf, ‘ In what have I done 
¢ wrong? Is not my condué good and regular 
« in the fight of the world? Is not fome con- 
€ folation requifite?? ; 
ee Thus 
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Thus are we ingenious to deceive ourfelves, 
and difguife our remiffnefs. The Holy Spirit 
fays, * Open your eyes, and fee from whence 

you are fallen. You are fallen below your 
former place! Remember. your peaceful foli- 
tude, your defire for recolleétion, and your 

 faithfulnefs in avoiding every thing that might 
difturb it. If you do not remember this, 
others have not forgotten it. Where is now 
this fervor? There is nothing to be feen but 
amufements. without, and wearinefs within. 

When the amufements are over, you are like 
a different perfon.’ 

It is thus people fall by degrees, and under 
plaufible pretences, from a ftate of fincere death 
to felf, into a remiffnefs, where they fee {pring 
up again the groffeft properties of felf-love. 
You fhould refleé& on the ftate from whence 
you are fallen. You fhould regret the lofs of 
that firft love which nourifhed your heart, and 

‘return to your firft works, which you have fo 
flothfully abandoned for the works of vanity. 
You fhould fay with the prodigal fon, I wilt 
arife, and goto my father, and will fay to him, 
Father, Ihave finned againft heaven, and before 
thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy fon. 
If at firft you find any coldnefs in this path, 
receive ithumbly, as a penance which you ftand 
in great need of. If you fail to return quickly 
into his fatherly bofom, this is what he will do: 
I will come, fays he, and remove thy candleftick 
out of bis place. He will take from you the 
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fight you make no ufe of, and will leave you in 
darknefs. He will remove you from his precious 
graces, which you have fo long trampled under. 
foot, and give them to fome other foul who is 
more fimple, more tractable, and more faithful. 
You mutt return to your-reading, your prayers, 
your filence, your firft fimplicity, and lowlinefs. 


LETTER XXXVII. 


LOOK not futurity in the face: for we are 
bewajdered and. loft, when we dive into it. 
Our forefight only ferves to difquiet us. Sub- 
mit yourfelf daily. The fubmiflion of each 
day is the true daily bread, We are fed, like 
Jefus Chrift, with the will of his Father, which 
Providence brings us for the prefent moment. 
This heavenly bread is, like the manna. We 
muft not lay it by in ftore. An uneafy and 
diftruftful, man, who, would gather for the next 
day, would fee it immediately corrupt.) ... 

Submit yourfelf in all things that are required 
of you.. Be fimple end Jowly, without reafon- 
ing, prepared for every thing, and adhering-to 
nothing; high or low; praifed, or difpraifed 5. 
enjoying the confidence of thofe who live with, 
or being envied and: fufpeced. Proyided you, 
have neither high-mindednefs, felf-wifdom, nor 
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felf-will in any thing, all will go well. This ig 
a great deal, but not too much. Obferve 
filence as much as you can, and mortify your 
fpirit. 


LETTER XXXVIII. 


I AM pleafed to learn from yourfelf, that 
you are preferved in obedience, and enjoy that 
peace of God, which is infeparable from it. 
God will take care of every thing for you. 
Depend on him alone, and you will find in him 
every thing that is agreeable to his {pirit.— 
Remember the way. of faith, which you have 
fo much defired to follow, is not folid, but fo 
far as it detaches us from perfons, books, and 
outward helps: in a word, from every thing 
that is not God, and his will. Once more 
then, be obedient; and obferve filence as 
much as you can. 

The fervice of God confifts not in words, 
for vague thoughts, nor infenfible affections, 
nor elevated ideas; but in good works. To 
be filent, to obey, to reftrain ourfelves, to re- 
nounce in all the moft difficult cafes our own 
tafte, as well as our will, to embrace the crofs, 
_and think that by it alone we can find God, is 
the truth of the kingdom of Godin us. This 
is worfhipping him in fpirit and in truth. 
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As to your defects, I am not furprized at 
them; but I thank God you fee them without 
flattering yourfelf, or being difcouraged by 
them. Always be courageous, and ftrive to 
conguer yourfelf: but do it without vexation, 
and without dependance on your own ftrength. 
Let your defeéts prove of advantage, by their 
humbling you, at the fame time not delaying to 
correc them. 


LETTER XXXIX. 


‘I HOPE, my dear neice, that God, who has 
‘called you totrain up your filters, will deliver 
you from your own fpirit, and give you his 
{pirit to perform his work. The work of God — 
is love, and’to die to yourfelf, that he alone 
may live in you.. Ought you not to die to 
yourfelf, in order to help others to the fame 
happy experience? Ought you not to love, in 
order to infpire others with love? No inftruc- 
tion is effeGtual, but by example. Begin then 
by doing, and afterwards you may inftrué. 
Aion fpeaks and perfuades: words alone are 
but vanity. ‘ 

Be patient with thofe who advance but 
flowly; there will be danger of difcouraging 
them by your impatience: the more occafion 
you have for power, the more care you = 
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take to join with it mildnefs and confolation.— 
Suffer; it is only by the crofs we receive the 
Spirit of Jefus Chrift, and his power to win. 
fouls. Superiors, without crofles, are barren 
to bring forth children of grace. A crofs, well 
borne, acquires authority, and gives a blefling 
to all we do. It is by. fuffering we learn to: 
have compaffion, and to minifter confolation. 
Speak little, hear much, think more of knowing; 
the difpofition of thofe under you, that you~ 
may proportion yourfelf to their neceflities, than 
of faying fine things to them. ; 

Show an. opennefs of heart, and make each 
one fee, by experience, that there is fafety and 
confolation in opening her mind to you. Avoid: 
all feverity ; correé.even with mildnefs and dif- 
cretion, Be flow in deciding, but be refolute. 

Correé& yourfelf, that you may be able to 
correét others, Let them tell you your faults,, 
and believe what they fay with regard to thofe: 
which felf-love may conceal from you. 


LETTER XL. 


YOUR want of health a little difturbs me ;: 
but I hope the country air, with fome exercife, 
and true repofe of mind, will reftore it to you. 
As to myfelf, Iam like a fkeleton, that walks 
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and fpeaks, but fleeps and eats little. An ex- 
tenfive diocefe is a heavy burden at fixty-three. 
T have a great deal too much bufinefs, and you 
have perhaps not enough to keep you from 
being weary: invent fome employ, which may 
revive your fpirits. The days are tedious, 
though the ycars are fhort. 

Confider, if you were in the gay world, you 
would hear a great deal of wicked difcourfe; 
‘you would fee many troublefome and defpicable: 
people with diftinguifhed names; you would be 
furrounded with {nares and infectious examples ; 
you would not think ferioufly either of God, 
yourfelf, your death, nor your falvation: you 
would become, like others, intoxicated, and 
hardened. Is it not better to remain in fome 
degree of affli€tion ata diftance from the world, 
under the hand of God, who will make you 
tafte the confolations of religion, and difengage 
you from the falfe fatisfa@tions he deprives you 
of? The world only gives pleafures of vanity. 
Befides, itis full of thorns, troubles, ungenerous 
proceedings, and deceitful people; we muft be 
very much depraved, when living far from evil 
3s painful to us. For three or four. years, I faw 
here a great part of the army, and the court. 

Though I had many inftances of their civility, 
I find myfelf much eafed by their abfence. 

' Shake off the yoke of fuperfluity; be rich 
without money. You are happy if you defpife, 
for the love of God, all you are not in poffef- 
fion of. . $ 
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LETTER f 


HE lJofs which we have had of fo many 
relations and friends, my dear fifter, de- 
clares to us that this life is only borrowed, and 
that God alone effentially' pofleffeth immorta- 
lity. What ought to be our comfort is, that 
we fhall be re-united in him, if we attach our- 
felves.conftantly to him. 

The troubles you {peak of ought to be more 
precious than pleafures, if you have faith. Cal- 
vary is in this world the general ftation of a 
Chriftian; and if he fometimes mounts upon 

Tabor, it is only for an inftant, 

I am very glad to have fuch good accounts 
of little Michael. It is a plant, which will _pro- 
duce excellent fruit, if carefully cultivated. 
Much depends on a happy culture. We be- 
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come every thing or nothing, according to the 
education we receive. 

You regret that we do not fee one another; 
but neither our figures nor our words form 
our friendfhip: provided our affeétions and 
thoughts unite us, what fignifies our perfons 
being at a diftance? When we love one another 
in God, we fee one another always, for God 
is every where: he ought to be the centre of 
all our fentiments, as he is of our fouls. 

l embrace you moft cordially, and fet an high 
value on your letters; they recall the memory 
of a father I knew but too little, and of a 
mother whofe life was a conftant leffon of vir- 
tue. Iam beyond all expreflion a mott affec- 
tionate, &c. 


LETTER II. 


EVERY perfon who is truly pious, is pa- 
tient, gentle, and humble; unfufpeing of ill, 
never {plenetick, and conceals, when he cannot 
excufe, the faults of his neighbour. 

True devotion is charity, and without it no-. 
thing we can do is of ufe to falvation. Falfe 
devotees do little lefs injury to the caufe of re- 
ligion, than the openly profane; always ready 
to kindle again{t thofe who do not agree with 
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them in their humours: and opinions, they are 
agitated by a reftlefs, impetuous, perfecuting. 
zeal; and are commonly either fanatical or fu- 
perttitious, hypocrites, or ignorant. Jefus Chrit 
does not fpare them in the gofpel, that he may 
teach us to be on our guard againft them. 


Jan. 2, 1749.. 


LETTER II. 


I WAS. too much the friend of your fa~ 
ther, and am too much your friend, to fuffer 
you to go aftray as you now do, without re- 
calling you to yourfelf. Is it poflible that. 
that: dear child, whom I have feen fo gentle, 
good, and virtuous in his father’s: houte, has: 
fo totally forgot what: he was, as to become 
rade, infolent, and irreligious? It is with the 
utmoft difficulty, I can perfuade myfelf that it 
is fo; but Lam fo often: affured of it, and by 
the company with whom you aflociate, that I 
can-no longer doubt. 

I beg of you to come and fee me, and in'the 
effafions of a heart which tenderly loves yous, 
1 will fay to you, not what anger infpires, not 
what prejudice fuggefts, not what is. bitter im? 
reproaches, but all the fincereft attachment. 
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can diétate, to withdraw you from that abyfs 
into which bad company has hurried you. 

You will neither find me an imperious moni- 
tor, nor an angry pedagogue, but a friend, a 
brother, who will fpeak to you as he would to 
himfelf, with the fame lenity and the fame 
calmnefs. I know that youth is fiery, and that 
there is great difficulty in efcaping from the 
ways of the world, when we are rich, and 
given up to paflions. But do not honour, de- 
cency, reafon, and religion fpeak more power- 
fully than the appetites and fenfes? 

What is man, my dear friend, if he takes 
no counfel but of his corrupted heart? Alas! 
I find within me, as well as you find in your- 

felf, wherewithal to lead me aftray, if I did 
_ not hearken to my confcience and my duty; 
~ for illufion and corruption are the only portions 

of humanity. 

I expe& you with the greateft impatience, 
to {tretch forth my arms, and embrace you. 
We will bewail together the lofs of a father, 
who was fo neceflary to you; I will endeavour 
to give you fuch advice, as to make him live 
again in you, by the excellence of your morals. 
Do not difgrace his memory, ‘by the feandal of 
a diforderly life. 

If you will deign to hearken to me, I am 
confident, that the plan of life which I fhall 
trace out to you, will reftore every thing ag it 
fhould be. Do riot be afraid; God will infpire 
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us God does not abandon thofe who ‘retur@ 
to him. 

I fhall not go abroad ‘to-morrow, that I may 
receive you. 


LETTER IV. 


IS it poflible, my dear fir, that you not only 
did not come to me, as I requefted you would, 
but that you took care to be denied when I 
eame to fee you? Alas! what would your father 
fay, to whom you promifed in his dying mo- 
ments, that you would place entire confidence 
in my advice, and that you would always make 
it your duty to cultivate my friendfhip? Once 
more, what would he fay? Am not I the fame 
perfon who have carried you fo often in my 
arms, who with the greateft pleafure have feen 
you growing, who have giving you your firft 
infbructions, and to whom you have teftified 
the ftrongeft attachment? 

Would you have me fall upon my knees, to 
induce you to reftore me to your friendfhip? 
I will do fo;—nothing fhall be too much for 
me, when I am to recall a friend to his duty. 

If you had not a noble heart, and a good 
- anderftanding, I fhould defpair of your reforma- 
tion, and of my own advice; but you have in- 
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herited a foul formed for virtue, and an un- 
common fagacity. Do you imagine that it caw 
be a pleafure to me to find fault with you? 
None but falfe devotees find fatisfaétion in put- 
ting themfelves into a paflion. I have happily 
read the gofpel, which is the rule both of your 
condué and name, enough to know how Jefus 
Chrift received finners, and how attentive we 
ought to be not to extinguifh the fmoaking. 
lamp, nor to break the bruifed reed. I have 
not forgot that John the Evangelift got on 
horfeback, notwithf{tanding his advanced age, 
to fearch after a young man whom he had. 
bred up, and who avoided him. Befides, have 
not you long known me for a man who is nei- 
ther haughty nor peevifh, and who can com- 
~ paffionate human frailty? The more you avoid 
me, the more I fhall think you guilty. Do 
not hearken to your companions, but let your 
heart fpeak, and I fhall inftantly fee you.. 
Mine prompts‘me never to abandon you; I will 
perfecute you becaufe I love you, and:I. will 
give you no reft till we are reconciled. 

It is becaufe I am your beft friend that I 
feek to find you, at a time when fearce any- of. 
your relations will hear your name mentioned. 

If you dread my remonftrances, I fhall fay: 
nothing to you, becaufe I: fhall be convinced 
that you will accufe yourfelf, and allow me no 
time to fpeak; try at leaft one vifit; and if 
that is not agreeable, you fhall not fee me 
more. But I know your heart, I know my 

own, 
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own, and I am certain that after one interview; 
you will have no defire to leave me. 

I ought to have a greater afcendency over 
your mind, who have known you thefe twenty, 
years, than all the young affociates who fur- 
round you, to devour your eftate, and are your 
friends only to ruin your health and reputation. 

If my tears can affect you, I aflure you they 
flow at this inftant, and from the moft precious 
motives in the world; religion and friendfhip. 
Come and dry them up, it will prove to me that 
you {till remember your father, and are fenfible 
to the diftrefs of a friend. 


Feb. 1, 1750. 


LETTER, V. 


IT is not eafily expreffed, my deareft friend, 
how much your three vifits have comforted my 
foul. The tears you fhed in my prefence; tne 
affecting manner in which you promifed me to 
amend your patt life; and endeavour ferioufly 
to re-enter into favour with God; can never be 
effaced from my memory, nor from my heart. 

I always faid to myfelf, ‘ He hath had a 
¢ Chriftian education; he will return to his 
‘ duty; I fhall fee him again; his wanderings 
‘ are but a ftorm, which will difperfe.” God 

be 
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be praifed, the calm is returned! It is not to 
me, but to him alone, that you fhould be 
thankful. , : 
~ Since you wifh that I fhould lay down a plan 
to guide you, I fhall fimply trace out fuch a 
one as my weak underftanding, but ftrong 
friendfhip, infpires. It fhall be fhort. The 
commandments of God, may be reduced to a 
few words. Precepts that are clear and founded 
upon reafon, as well as happinefs, have no need 
of commentary or differtation. 
Read every morning the parable of the Pro- 
digal Son, and likewife fume religious books in: 
the courfe of thé day; not like a flave to finifh his 
tafk, but as a child of God, who returns to his 
_ father, and hopes every thing from his mercy. 
Make it a duty to featter fome charities every 
day into the bofoms of the poor, that you may 
repair the wrongs you have done them, in 
fquandering on criminal pleafures and fuperflui- 
ties what was’due to them. Renounce. thofe 
companions who have eftranged you from God, 
from yourfelf, and from your true friends; and 
form fuch new conneétions as honour, decency, 
and religion may avow. It is eafy to difmifs 
debauched affociates, without affronting them. 
Speak openly to them of the plan of life you 
mean to purfue; propofe to them to follow it; 
talk to them only of regretting the paft, and 
forming good refolutions for the futures and. 
they will foon difappear: or if they return, it 
will be a proof that they have altered their 
conduct; 
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condué; and, then inftead of fhunning them, 
receive them with more pleafure than ever. 

’ Take an exaé account of your debts and your 
income, and by your economy you will find 
wherewith to pay your creditors. A man is 
always rich, when he is in the habit of depriv- 
ing himfelf of indulgencies; as he is always 
poor, while he refufes himfelf nothing. 

When opportunities offer of enjoying a little 
fociety, do not refufe them; becaufe you may 
be properly. employed there, and becaufe 
you will be fecured from the raillery of the 
world, which is fond of turning piety into ri- 
dicule. © 

Difmifs the fervants who were accomplices 
in your intrigues, and fharers in your guilt. 
Although, after having expofed them to fcandal, 
it would be proper to fet them a good example; 
yet it is to be dreaded, from the knowledge of 
your weaknefs, that they might lay {nares to 
lead you back into the road of perdition. 
~ With your new dometticks, whofe abilities 
and fidelity have been properly recommended 
to you, you fhould live as a mafter who knows 
the duties of humanity; as a Chriftian who 
knows that we are equal in the fight of God, 
notwithftanding the inequality of conditions. 
You will fet them none but good examples ; 
watch over their manners, without either being 
a tyrant or a fpy; and attach them to you by 
your gentlenefs and your beneficence. Nothing 

can 
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can be fo flattering as to render thofe ‘happy. 
who live with us. . / 

You muft think of taking fome charge upon 
you, which will give you employment. We 
always do amifs when we do nothing. Examine 
your underitanding, confult your tafte, afk your 
heart; but above ali, addrefs yourfelf to God,,. 
that you may know what is fit for you. 

Your friends will think of marrying you, and 
it is my advice not to defer it too long. Mar- 
riage, when made with purity of heart, pre- 
ferves young people from a multitude of dan- 
gers; but do not reckon upon my choofing a 
wife for you. Your relation, with whom I have, 
happily reconciled you, is a man of fenfe, ho- 
nefty, and integrity, and in a fituation to. marry: 
you properly. Religion. and reafon ought to. 
be confulted more than inclination, in an ef- 
tablifhment that is to Jaft for life. We rarely | 
fee marriages happy, which have no other mo- 
tive than love. 

I do not fpeak to you of your expences, nor 
of your table: with fuch principles as 1 laid. 
down, they muft be moderate. ) 

Above all things, let there be no excefs in. 
your piety: take no violent courfes; they will 
be a means of your relapfing. The wounds of 
the foul are not to be healed by a hafty re- 
petition of prayers, but by labouring to reform 
the heart. The generality of finners, for want 
of this method, pafs their lives in offending God, 
and then confefling their fins. 

Avoid 
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Avoid the hypocrite as well as the diffipated; 
both the one and the other will hinder you 
from arriving at the point we propofe. I will 
not look upon you as a convert, till you have 
been a long time proved. It is not eafy to 
pafs from libertinifm to the praétice of virtue. 

Behold, my dear fon, my deareft friend, what 
I thought is my duty to fketch out for you. I 
could not ufe more tendernefs, if you were my 
own. It will trouble me greatly, if the refolu- 
tions you fo lately entered into, in my prefence, 
fhould vanifh, What encourages me is, that 
you are a man of truth, that you have a regard 
for me, and are fully convinced that I fincerely 
with you well; and in the laft place, that you 
have foundea diforderly life to be an aflemblage 
of vexation, torment, and remorfe. 

Hearken to the voice of a father crying to 
you as from the bottom of the tomb, that there 
is no happinefs in this world but for the friends 
of God; and charging you to keep the promife 
you formerly made of him, of living, with the 
help of heaven, the life of a good Chriftian. 


Noy. 20, 1750. 


LETTER 
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IT is undoubtedly very diftrefling to your 
dear relation, that -you will not be reconciled 
to him, notwithftanding his vifit, and the humble 
and affecting letter he has written to you. Is 
it thus God Almighty deals with us? What 
will the world think of your piety, when they 
fee you fo exafperated as to reje& the prodi- 
gal fon? For my part, I flew to him as foon 
as I knew that he was gone aftray, and I hope 
God will reward me for its 

You are always repeating, Madam, that he 
has loft a great deal of money, and that he is 
a bad man. But what is even the lofs of gold, 
that you fhould fo much regret it. You ought 
only to be grieved at the abufé of fo many good 
qualities as he poffeffes; and think, if he is really 
a bad man, that he has more need than ever of 
advice, and the example of the truly good. 

It is having a very bad idea of religion, to 
forfake a young man, becaufe he has committed 
fome errors. 3 

Ah! how do you know, that this bad man 
will not next day be acceptable in the fight of 
God, while your fervices may by no means 
pleafe him? For truly one’ grain of pride is 
fufficient to fpoil the beft aGions. The Pharifee, 
who fafted two days in the week, was rejected ; 
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and the Publican, who humbled himfelf, was 
juttified. ‘i : 

Charity, with regard to all men, and always 
charity! This I fhall never ceafe to repeat, as 
perfectly agreeable to the morals taught in every 
Chriftian fchool. . 

Af the mercy of God depended upon certain 
devotees, finners would be much to be pitied; 
falfe devotion knows nothing but an extermi- 
nating zeal; while God, full of patience, gen- 
tlenefs, and forbearance, waits the amendment 
of all thofe who have gone aftray. 

Even the blood of Chrift implores your for- 
givenefs; and it is not having a proper refpedct 
for him, to refufe your dear relation admittance 
into your houfe. You are not ignorant that there 
is more joy in heaven over one ‘finner that re- 
penteth, than over ninety and nine jufe perfons, 
that need no repentance. Befides, will. you con- 
tinue your refentment, while the angels rejoice? 
that would be a fhocking fort of piety indeed! 

It is not for us to decide, whether the heart 
of a man, who appears to have entered ferioufly 
into himfelf is truly changed. . Befides, as God 
alone can know the truth, we ought to prefume 
that he has reformed. Would you think it juit 
in your neighbours, who are the witnefles of 
your good works, if they “fuppofed that you 
acted: only from pride? Let:us leave to the: 
Searcher of all hearts to pronounce what are 
the motives of our aéions. | The brother of 
the prodigal fon is condemned in the eyes of 

religion 
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religion and humanity, for not being properly 
affected at his return. 

If my letter, contrary to my intention, appears 
a little fevere, I beg you will think 1 fpeak in 
fuch a manner, lefs on your relation’s account 
than your own; for your falvation depends 
upon it. Will you not pardon him, when you 
have reafon to prefume that God Almighty 
hath pardoned him? I cannot think it. 
~ Tam with refpe&, &c, 


Feb. §) 1751 
ET 
LETTER. VIL. 


THE Seas will very foon feparate us; but 
fuch is the lot of this life, that fome are feat- | 
tered to the extremities of the world, while 
others remain always in the fame place. 

If you have not laid in an ample ftock of 
piety, I fhall be exceedingly in fear for you, 
on a paflage where all the words you hear will 
not be thofe of edification; and in a»country 
where all the examples prefented to you, will 
not be found the moft corre& models of virtue. 
America is the earthly paradife, where they 
frequently eat the forbidden fruit. The ferpent 
is continually preaching upon the love of riches 
and pleafures, and the warmth of the climate 
fets the paflions in commotion. 

We 
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Weare not able to reftrain our paflions when 
we perceive no other fuperior but God, unlefs 
a lively faith be the principle of our actions. 

I perfuade myfelf, that you will frequently 
beg of God to give you ftrength to fupport 
you againft all kinds of dangers. Think that he 
will be as near you in America as in Europe; 
that his eye feeth every where; his juftice 
jedgeth all; and that it is for him you ought 
to aé. Lead a diligent and regular life; for, 
fhould you once be pofieffed with a fpirit of 
indolence, you will foon be befet by the vices, 
without being able to defend yourfelf. 

Never fuffer one word to pafs your lips which 
can be interpreted againft religion or morals. 
Even thofe who feemingly applaud, will, in faa, 
defpife you. | 

I will pray for you to him who commands 
the waves, who calms the tempefts, and who 
doth not abandon his people wherever found. 
What comforts me is, that fouls know no dif- 
tance; for by the ties of religion and the heart, 
we are always neighbours to one another. 


Adieu; and adieu!—TI tenderly embrace yout 


LETTER 
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LETTER VU. 


WELL, my dear friend, what are you doing? 
It is a long time fince I faw you: I certainly do 
not deferve to be deprived of that pleafure.— 
You know that I willingly quit my pen, my 
employment, and my books, when you come 
to fee me. a 

They who come to vifit us, have no, occafion 
for our ftudies, nor our bufinefs. I have always 
made it a law to*receive every perfon well who 
honours me with a vifit, even the man that 
comes to importune me: it is fufficient that he 
is my neighbour. Now judge, after this, if 
you will be well received. 

It is almoft eighteen days fince I faw 
1am afraid, but I dare not tell you, that 
the art of being filent isa great virtue: happy — 
they who fay nothing but what they ought to 
fpeak! Accuftom yourfelf to be fecret, without 
affecting difcretion. Never employ finefle; it is, 
a wretched refource, incompatible with probity, 
and eafily difcovered. : 

I will tell you more when we meet; but let 
it be foon. 

Tam, without referve, your fervant and beft 
friend, 


LETTER 
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LETTER IX. 


THE education you propofe giving your 
children, will be only a varnifh, if it is not 
founded on religion. There are fome occafions, 
in the courfe of life, where probity is not fuf- 
ficiently {trong to refift certain temptations; and 
where the foul is bebafed, if it is not elevated 
by the firm belief of immortality. 

ft is neceflary for the wifdom and happinefs 
of man, that he fhould have a view of the 
Deity from his tendereft infancy, as the prin- 
ciple and the end of all things: and reafon and 
faith fhould tell him, that it is defcending to 
the rank of beafts to be without either wor- 
fhip or law. a 

It is not by an attention io trifling ceremo- 
nies, that you will make your children true 
Chriftians.  Chriftianity is the greateft enemy 
to pharifaical zeal and fuperftition. 

You fhould take a great deal of pains to 
elevate the fouls of your three young people, 
and to convince them, that the greateft plea- 
fure of man is to refle&, and to be confcious 
of his exiftence. This is a pleafure fo fublime, 
and fo worthy of an heavenly fpirit, that I look 
upon him who knows not this happinefs, as a 
wretched, or, at leaft, an infenfible being. 

A few, but folid books, will make your chil- 
dren well-informed Chriftians, Let ee 
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read lefs with an attention to fix them in the 
memory, than to grave them on the heart. 
It is not neceflary to form young people to 
defend a thefis, but to be obliged, as rational 
creatures, to convince themfelves of eternal 
truths. 

You fhould watch carefully to pacfertc them 
fpotlefs, not by employing informers and fpies, 
but by having your ears and your eyes every 
where to imitate the Deity, whom we do not 
dee, but who feeth over all. 

Be lefs the mafter than the friend of your 
children; and then they will be tranfparent to 
your eyes, and even tell their faults themfelves. 
Young folks have often told me their griefs and 
their errors, becaufe I always treat them with 
mildnefs. They will give you the key of their 
hearts, when they find that you fincerely wifh 
them well, and that it is a pain to you to re- 
prove them. 

Take care what fervants you admit about 
your children; it is generally through them 
that youth are corrupted. 

Manage fo as to have an amiable ferenity 
conftantly fhining on your face, and in your 
eyes; and that every thing be done as you 
would have it, without reftraint or fear. 

Attach pleafures to every kind of ftudy 
which you propofe for your fons, by exciting 
a defire of knowledge, and an impatience of 
ignorance. 

Take care that they have relaxation from 
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their ftudies, that their memories and judgments 
may not grow tired. 

Inftru& them, by making them love your 
documents, not by the fear of punifhments; 
and for this purpofe take care to enliven them 
by fome little hiftories, which may awaken 
attention. 

Learning is like food. The ftomach of a 
child requires light nourifhment; and it is only 
by degrees that he is accuftomed to more folid 
or fubftantial diet. 

hen your children have acquired the age 
of maturity, then is the time to fpeak to them, 
as a friend, of the nothingnefs of the pleafures 
in which the world places its happinefs; of the 
misfortunes in which they engage us; the re- 
morfe they excite; the injury they do both to 
body and foul; the aby{s they dig under our 
fteps, while they appear only to fcatter flowers, 
It will be no difficult matter for you to point 
out to them the dangerous rocks of fenfuality, 
by expreflions or ftriking examples; and to. 
perfuade them, that without idlenefs, the greater 
part of the pleafures, to which people addié& 
themfelves fo immoderately, would have no 
attractions. In idlenefs, as in fleep, they form 
to themfelves the moft brilliant ideas, and re- 
prefent many agreeable chimeras which have 
no exiftence. 

When a fon is perfuaded that a father talks 
only reafon to him, and felely from aS 
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he hearkens to him, and his advice produces 
the beft effects. 
*‘Laftly, after having ereéted this edifice, there 
fill remains what is difficult to determine; I 
mean the choice of a profeffion. This is com- 
monly the touchftone of fathers and mothers, 
and the moft critical point for children. If 
you will be perfuaded by me, you will give 
them a year to themfelves to refle& upon the 
kind of life that fuits them, before you fpeak 
to them of one employment in preference to 
another. The good education they will have 
received, the knowledge they will have ac- 
quired, will naturally lead them to a happy 
iffue; and there will be good reafon to’ hope 
they will then decide for themfelvés, according 
to their inchnations, and according to reafon. 
~ Ft will then be neceflary tofpeak frequently to 
them of the advantages and difadvantages of the 
different conditions of life, and to let them know” 
how much their temporal and eternal intereft 
is concerned in the faithful difcharge of their 
duty. 
- After thefe precautions, and after having 
often implored the affiftance of heaven, your 
fons will enter {teadily upon the’plan of life 
they have chofen; and you will havé the con- 
folation of bemg able to fay, that you have re- 
garded their mclinations, and their liberty. _ 
Since Providence has given you wealth, you 
ibhould fupport your fons according to their con- 
dition; letting them, however, always feel fome 
wants 
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wants, and keeping. them always within the 
bounds of moderation, to teach them, that this 
life is not the flate of our happinefs, and that 
the higher tliey are raifed, the lefs ought they 
to become proud. ‘Take care to give them 
money, that they may learn from yourfelf not 
to become mifers, and that they may have it 
in their power to aflift the unfortunate. It will 
be proper to obferve, with your own eyes, the 
ufe they make of it; and if you find them ad- 
di%ted either to avarice or prodigality, you 
fhould leffen their allowance. 

Laftly, my dear and refpedtable friend, attend 
more to the hearts: than the underftandings of 
your fons: if the heart is good, all will go well. 
Gircumftances muft teach you how to govern 
them; you fhould appear fometimes indulgent, 
at: other times fevere, but always juft and caz- 
did. Thofe young people, who willnot be wife, 
are diftrefled when they are reproved: with: a 
{pirit of equity, becaufe they find, againft their 
inclination, they cannot reply. 

Leave them a liberal freedom, fo that their 
father’s houfe may not be their laft choice: it 
is neceflary that they fhould be happier there 
than elfewhere, and find thofe pleafures which 
may reafonably be expected from a parent, 
who, though a friend to order, is indulgent 

from affection. 
". May God heap his bleffings upon them !— 
The education which you will give them mutt 
bloffom to eternity. There it is that parents 
£43 . reap 
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reap the fruit of the good advice they have 
given to their children, and that worthy fathers 
find themfelves with their worthy fons, to be 
for ever happy. 


Aug. 16, 1753. 
ee 


LETTERS 


WHAT has been faid with regard to the 
perfon in queftion, is only founded on envy 
and malice. Is there a man in office, or a 
man who hath written, that has not enemies? 
Libels and fatires make an impreflion only upon 
weak heads; and you will obferve, that the 
moft vicious and fpotted charaéters are always 
moft ready to believe calumny, and fhew the 
greateft reluctance to fee thofe whom they have 
offended. 

Prejudice, however, is fo common, that 
many recommendations are wanted to deter- 
mine a man in office in favour of any perfon, 
but there needs one word only to make him 
change, or to provoke him. ‘This is the 
{trongeft proof of the depravity of the human 
heart. 

We fhould be obliged to fee nobody, were: 
we to fhut our doors againft all who have been 
ill fpoken of. "We ought to be very careful 

to 
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to avoid judging rafhly. It is fhameful to pafs 
fentence again{t our brother, when we have not 
fufficient proofs to accufe him. 

Many think they ought pioufly to give cre- 
dit to all the evil which is fpoken of their neigh~ 
bour. They pretend to be ignorant that God 
hath exprefsly commanded us not to judge, left 
we be judged; and that it is lefs criminal im 
his eyes, to commit faults which we repent of, 
than to accufe our brethren rafhly. 

The firft rule of Chriftian charity is to be- 
Neve no ill, if we have not feen it; and not to 
publifh it, if we have feen it. Befides, if he 
whom they would prevent you from feeing, 
feeks the fociety of good people, it is a proof 
he is not fuch a libertine as they pretend, or 
that he is inclined to reform. Perhaps his fal- 
vation depends upon the good example you 
will fet him; therefore I would not have yow 
reje& him. 

Charity does not judge like the world; be- 
caufe the world almoft never fails to judge 
amifs. 
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THE giving of alms is not fufficient to pleafe 
God, for charity extends over all; you fhould 
not opprefs your tenants, nor moleft your vaf- 
fals: they who with the greateft feverity exact 
trifles, which they ought to defpife, have not 
a proper fenfe of religion. _ Chriftianity is un- 
acquainted with that fordid intereft which is 
attentive to little things; and they have only 
the bark who are always upon the watch with 
their tenants, for fear of being cheated. ‘ihe 
heart is become too earthly, when it is over- 
anxious about worldly matters. 

Why torment yourfelf fo folicitoufly about 
the things that perifh? The kingdom of Jefus 
Chrift fhould have worfhippers in fpirit and in 
truth, whofe hearts are not contraéed by a 
ielf-interefted condu, and views merely carnal. 

I am troubled when I fee people of fortune 
living in dread of want, and, though very rich, 
often much more attached to a dirty piece of 
gold than a poor labourer would bee 

I dare add, Sir, that all your works of de- 
votion will be abfolutely ufelefs, if you do-not 
detach yourfelf entirely from the things. of this 
world; and ceafe to be the tyrant of your 
debtors, by a greedinefs after riches. It is 
better to forego a right, than_to recover it by 
oppreflion. ‘The fpirit of juftice, which you 
plead in your favour, has no conneétion with 
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continual diftruft, with apprehenfions about fu- 
_ ture want, and frequent wranglings. 

~Ifthere are fome difputes between you, and 
your tenants, fettle them more to their advan- 
tage than your own; it is conformable to the 
advice of Jefus Chrift, who orders us, if they 
afk our cloak, to give our coat alfo. All your 
fuperfluities, and even a part of your neceffaries, 
on urgent occafions, belong to the poor; fo that 
you will be guilty if you accumulate. Thefe 
are harfh truths, but the law was not made 
by me. 


BE-ETER SIE 


AT fight of the ideas, with which you have 
filled the work which you have communicated 
to me, my thoughts upon that fubjett were 
roufed, and, according to my flender abilities, 
I formed an idea of man, fuch as he is, and 
fuch as he ought to be. I fee him at one and 
the fame time, fo little, and fo great; fo weak, 
and fo ftrong; that I have been at once, both 
vain and exceflively humbled. 

Man prefents himfelf under fo many different 
afpeét:, he unites fo many contradictions, that 
he mutt neceflarily appear to be 4 creature en- 
tirely celeftial, or a being entirely animal. ba 
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his foul, he ftands in the moft glorious and inti- 
mate relation to the Deity. By his body, in 
the moft humbling and moft ftriking manner 
doth he participate in non-entity. In the firft 
view, he is a light which delights by its purity; 
in the fecond, a night which terrifies by its 
darknefs. 

Chriftianity, fecure from every deftructive 
fhoal, by always keeping a juft medium, points 
out to us man upon earth, and in the bofom 
of God, as in a double centre, whence we 
iffued, and to which we muft return. 

The looks which every infant raifes to hea- 
ven from the moment of its birth, the tears 
with which it bedews its cradle, in a ftriking 
manner prove its. origin to be at once terreftrial 
- and divine. If its foul, like a budding flower, 
expands by infenfible degrees, the reafon is, 
that it depends upon a body fluggifh in its pro- 
greflions. 

At laft, the time comes when reafon pierces 
its way, and at firft is only a fpark, which 
either kindles a deftru€tive flame, or produces 
a lively and beneficial light, according to the 
manner in which it is guided, and the objeéts 
to which it is attached. I. fpeak here of -the 
paflions, the appetites, and education, which 
are fa many influences aéting upon man, with 
different degrees of vigour. If fenfible things 
acquire dominion over him, he becomes the 
miferable {lave of every furrounding obje&; if 
on the contrary, he be governed by {piritual 

things; 


( 263 ) 
things, he is monarch of himfelf, and his rea- 
fon fhines forth in all its luftre. ‘Then God: 
always appears prefent to him, and the crea- 
tures are in his eyes only perifhable bleffings,. 
which he muft ufe as if he ufed them not. 

We ought to regard, as a particular blefling 
of Providence, the happinefs of being born un- 
der a government which reétifies our thoughts,, 
and in the bofom of a family which inftruéts us- 
in the principles of virtue. 

One thing is certain, that every man, in 
whatever region he may be born, owes a duty 
to God, to his neighbour, and to his country: if 
he be only a private citizen, he ought to ftrive, 
by his labour and his talents, to render himfelf 
ufeful to the community. 

If of an elevated rank, he owes a tribute to: 
the publick, which mutt be paid, either by his 
application to affairs, or by his beneficence. 

The man converfant with himfelf, lives al- 
moft perpetually in an enemy’s country: boil-- 
ing blood, a wandering imagination, contradic- 
tory defires, fiery pailions, raife an inteftine 
war, often attended with fad confequences. 

He who defires to guide himfelf by the 
rules. of wifdom, muft pafs his life in a con- 
tinual ftruggle: for in us there are two men, 
the terreftrial and the fpiritual, who are incef- 
fantly at war, and agree only when enlightened 
reafon is the pilot; and an upright heart the 
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Fach of us ought to erect a throne to the 
Deity, in his own heart; otherwife it becomes 
a chaos, without order or fymmetry. 

The foul, furrounded by the fenfes, refembles 
a king encircled by his guards; but if this fen- 
unel fuffers himfelf to be forced, and be not 
attentive to repulfe thofe vices that would ufurp 
the fovereignty, and make themfelves matters 
of the place, then doth man groan in the moft 
cruel anarchy. 

Hence comes it, that materialifts and vicious 

men are fo numerous. The germ of immor- 
tality is choaked, andthe foul is utterly difre- 
garded, while they blindly follow the torrent 
of the paflions.. In vain doth fhe employ the 
voice of her faithful monitor, confcience. ‘They 
withdraw from her the obedience which is her 
due; and openly treat as a chimera, that purely 
intelleétual fub{tance, which may be juftly called 
the mother of our thoughts, of our reafonings, 
and our affections. 
.. It was neceflary that man fhould be at the 
Jame time terreftrial and fpiritual, in order to 
anfwer his deftination, according to the will of 
the Deity. Without a body he could not have 
enjoyed the material world, of which -he was-to 
be an inhabitant; without a foul, he would have 
been incapable of the knowledge and poffeflion 
of his Creator. As a mixed being, he is at 
-ohce {ubordinate to the elements, and fuperior 
io the univerfe. ; 
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Without man, the earth is only a vaft defart® 
let us give it a jufter epithet, it is only a grave: 
it requires his hand for its cultivation; his fo- 
ciety to be inhabited; fo that, with reafon fhe 
looks up to him as her mafter and fovereign. 
Accordingly fhe is attentive to acknowledge his 
fupremacy and his care, by offering him, accord- 
ing to the courfe of the feafons, the moft beau- 
tiful flowers, and the moft excellent fruits. 

The misfortune is, that this man, whom the 
earth obeys as her king, Jeaves marks of his 
crimes and errors; there is no country which 
has not been bedewed with bloodthed, by 
hatred or fanaticifm, by love or ambition. The 
virtues have never appeared in the world but 
like flafhes of lightning, which fhine and -dif- 
appear in the bofom of the ftorms. 

Yet, perhaps, man is not fo malignant as is 
imagined: idlenefs leads him into more excefles 
than perverfity. Opportunities of doing mif- 
chief rife in crowds round the man who is un- 
employed; I pretend not to paint man fuch as 
he is, but J have faid enough to give a juft 
idea of him, and oblige him to own, that when 
he unites himfelf to God, he is a whole, but 
when feparated from him, nothing. 

Reafon, without religion, like thofe luminous 
exhalations which rife in the bofom of night, 
enlighten only to guide to the brink of fome 
precipice. This age offers the moft forrowful 
examples of it! This age, which, notwith- 
ftanding the wit and knowledge with which it 
i 1$ 
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Ys decorated, feems to forget God himfelf, in 
order to purfue and adore phantoms. 

Great part of mankind are mere abortions ; 
they either cramp their heart’ by attaching it 
only to perifhable objeéts, or ftifle their under- 
ftanding by employing it only in ufelefs pur- 
fuits. Even the moft fublime fciences are be- 
low the dignity of our fouls, if they lead us not 
up to the Deity, their principle and end. 

Thefe misfortunes have their fource in man’s: 
not being fufficiently fenfible of the excellence 
of his foul, in his placing his vanity in what 
can only humble him, in his being defiled with 
the fpots of fin. Death, which awaits him from 
the moment of his entrance into the world, can 
alone make him perfeétly comprehend the im- 
portance of rifing above all obje&s of fenfe; 
but death warns us not of our errors, until the 
time for correcting them is no more. We ima- 
gine ourfelves ftill in our cradle while he is 
opening our tomb, and cafting us into it in the 
mid{t of our projects. It is inconceivable with 
what a rapid courfe the moments flow from 
our birth to our death. I compare them to a 
flafh of lightning, which iffues from a cloud, 
again to enter its bofom; fo that, ‘in a figura- 
tive fenfe, we may fay, man is born and dies in 
the fpace of a fingle day. His birth is the 
dawn, his infancy the morning, his manhood’ 
the meridian, and his death the evening. Then. 
all objects really difappear from him, and eter- 
nal night overwhelms him in darknefs; ni? 
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he be illuminated by that uncreated light with 
which the juft fhall be filled. 

This great obje&t man ought to keep incef- 
fantly in view; if he would be what he ought, 
Jet him reprefent to himfelf Death, holding the 
fatal urn, in which all generations are reduced 
to duft. This is the fpeétacle on which we mutt 
fix our eyes, if we would live like Chriftian 
philofophers. Thus man, here below, is only 
a fhadow,-. which muft pafs away; if we would 
entertain a high idea of him, he muft be con- 
templated in eternity. It is, doubtlefs, a more 
glorious obje& than the firmament itfelf, to be- 
hold at its birth and its death that worm, called 
man, pafs even into the bofom of God, at the 
moment when the earth crumbles under his 
feet, and a temporal life is taken from him, 
that it may make room for one entirely divine. 

It is aftonifhing that this man, brought into 
the world for fo great purpofes, fhould be fo 
incurious to know them, and fhould incor- 
porate himfelf with the vileft and moft worth- 
lefs objects, while he is expected in another 
world to be effentially united with the Deity 
himfelf. 

I am fenfible that the night of the grave is 
a chaos which we cannot unravel while we lan- 
guifh in this valley of tears. 

It is a guiph in which all our reafon is loft, 
and which to us will be for ever unknown till 
feen, Every time we fee a man difappear, to 
go into the region of the dead, we ought to be 
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affured that then all the faculties of his foul ac- 
quire an aétivity which ferves to make him feel, 
in an ineffable manner, his eternal happinefs or 
mifery. Man pafles into the other life as he 
came into this, without knowing in what coun- 
try he is landed, 

When we have loft fight of this world, to 
which we were accuftomed, ancther prefents 
itfelf, but fo extraordinary and fo fublime, as 
to bear no relation to the prefent. 

In vain do we apply to the fciences, to raife 
us to the uncreated being. This life, properly 
fpeaking, is only the life of the body, fo fevere 
is the tyranny of our appetites and of our 
wants, but the future life is entirely that of the 
foul. ‘There will it bloflom, as in its proper 
foil; it will no more be clogged with a mafs 
of flefh, which retarded all its operations, and 
fo confounded it with terreftrial objeés, that 
we would have fuffcred ourfelves to be capti- 
vated by them, had not care been taken to 
filence the paflions. ‘Thus muft we re-unite 
the prefeat with the future, the earth with 
heaven; in a word, this world with the other, 
in order to be thoroughly acquainted with 
man; for, in fact, he fo appertains to the pre- 
fent and the future life, that we only have a 
fhadow of him if we do not follow him beyond 
the tomb. There he is expeéted, that he may 
come to the full knowledge ‘of his greatnefs; 
and there he will fee himfelf like a new Phoe- 
niz, rife refplendent from his: afhes; then will 
. he 
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he learn, that his deftiny was to live in the 
Being of Beings. 

Were man attentive to contemplate himfelf 
here below, in the view of what he is to be at 
his death; he would with to hear frequent men- 
tion made of that happy moment when he fhall 
be {tripped of this miferable life, which retards 
his glory and felicity. 

Death, from which we have fo great aver- 
fion, is notwithftanding the brighteft and moft 
glorious moment to man, if while on this earth, 
he hath faithfully fulfilled his tafk according to 
the laws prefcribed by religien.. I form to my- 
felf the good man, in his dying moments, like 
the fun, which, after being covered by a thick 
cloud, at laft pierces through the fhades and 
mifts, and fhines forth with double luftre. The 
wants and paffions of this life are fo many 
clouds which darken us, and hide even from 
our own eyes our dignity and our faculties. 

I am not furprized, that to the Chriftian 
philofophers, death was a continual fubject of 
meditation. When rightly viewed, it offers to 
mankind nothing but what is great, nothing 
but what is cheering. But we judge of it only 
by the fepulchral horrors; that is, by what has 
a relation folely to our body, and then it ap- 
pears to us the moft frightful {pectacle. 

This occafioned the faying of Sir Charles 
Borromeo, ‘ That if death was the body’s 
‘ enemy, it was the foul’s good friend, and 

that 
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* that man did not underftand his own interefts 
© when he did not wifh for it.” 

Ought that moment, which will crown us 
with glory and happinefs, to be an object of 
our hatred? The body is a frail building, which 
muft neceffarily be demolifhed, that the foul 
may fly to its centre. It is like thofe fcaffolds 
which architects ufe for the conftru&tion of a 
palace, but which they remove when the pile 
is completed. 

It is not to be doubted, that the reproaches 
of confcience ordinarily give rife to this excef- 
five fear of death. Doubtlefs it is awful by 
reafon of the ever infcrutable judgments of 
God; but he-is mercy itfelf. He defireth not 
- the death of a finner, and affures us that, when 
we return fincerely to him, he will forget all 
our iniquities, were they numerous as the fand 
of the fea. 

In the eyes of faith, death, far from being 
the deftruction of man, is a fecond creation 
much more wonderful than the firft; becaufe, 
inftead of thofe miferies with which we have 
been befet from our birth, we fhall find, in 
dying, confolations, and bleffings *. Which the 
“eye hath not feen, nor the ear heard, nor 
‘ hath it entered into the heart of man to con- 
‘ ceive.’ oS : 
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LETTER XIII. 


YOU have often folicited me to compofe a 
Treatife on the Church; but, terrified by the 
boundlefs extent of the fubject, I drop the 
pencil from my hands every time I attempt to 
fketch that magnificent picture. - 

When I reflect that God himfelf, by his 
word and fpirit, has begotten the church, in 
order to make of her a fecond heaven, much 
more luminous than the firft; and has given 
her his glory and holinefs, to ferve as a guiding 
light through all ages and nations. | feel my 
courage forfake me, and my very exiftence ab- 
forbed in gratitude and adoration. This church 
we fhall not know perfeétly till we are in the 
bofom of God, from whom fhe is an emanation, 
and to whom, as to her fupreme happinefs, fhe 
inceflantly tends. The world is a veil here 
below, which hides from us her brightnefs 5 
and it muft neceflarily be rent and difappear, 
that we may behold that divine church in all 
her beauty and all her immenfity. How many 
men, powerful in word and in deed, between 
Adam and the laft of men, who fhall complete 
the myfterious ring in which will be compre- 
hended all the celeftial fpirits and all the faints! 
This is, truly, that innumerable multitude men- 
tioned in the Apocalypfe, which John faw in 
the midft of an ineffable rapture. 

- In 
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In a myftical fenfe, the church is an exact 
counterpart of the material world; fhe is con- 
tinually vivified by a central and divine fire; 
enlightened by a fun, even in the middle of the 
night ; endowed with a fertility which makes 
her bud and bring forth fruit for time and: for 
eternity: watered with a miraculous dew, by 
which, like nature, fhe is at once embellifhed 
and refrefhed: fhe has her diamonds, her pearls, 
her metals, her plants, her flowers. . 

All the works of God are conneéed by fo 
clofe relations, in fuch perfe& harmony, that 
the corporeal aids the fpiritual, the vifible is 
united with the invifible, in order to form a 
whole, which bleffes its Creator, and proclaims 
» his excellence and majefty. 

Every private perfon in the church has his 
peculiar opinions with regard to religion, every 
fect its charaéteriftick doérine; but in the holy 
fociety, there is only one faith, one falvation, 
one baptifin. 


LETTER XIV. 
Written in illnefs to a Friend. 


I AM truly very ill, but what comforts me 
is, that it is not of my own feeking, for I al- 
ways thought, that every man fhould be care- 
ful of his health. . . 
Ignorant 
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ignorant devotion will not agree in this truth; 
however, there is no doubt, that by deftroying 
the fprings of life, we put it out of our power 
to difcharge our duties. 

Sicknefs, when it is not an effeé& produced 
by fome excefs, but is fent directly from God, 
is the moft proper penitence to expiate our fins 
and errors. It fcatters a wholefome bitternefs 
over the pleafures of this life; it fhades the 
objeéts which feem to dazzle us; it infenfibly 
detaches us from whatever is mortal, and makes 
us familiar with death. 

I have never been fo fenfible of my own in- 
fignificance, as fince the beginning of my ill- 
nefs; I have feen that my body is only an edi- 
fice which tumbles to pieces when leaft ex- 
pected. Sometimes my diforder is acute, and 
fometimes it feems to fleep, but it is only to 
wake with double violence. 

Man, from the moment of his birth, becomes 
expofed to all kinds of infirmities and accidents, 
and may look upon every thing around him as 
the immediate caufe of his ruin. When the 
body becomes weak, the foul fhould feem to 
Jeave it to be united more clofely with God, 
which is the only means of rifing fuperior to 
pains and fufferings, for all poflible happinefs 
is to be found in God. 
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LETTER XV. 


YOUR correfpondent is now reduced to a 
{tate of great weaknefs, and employing his 
emaciated fingers in writing to you. Had I 
viewed only the glory of this world, I would 
have faid to death, when he prefented to me 
the cup of bitternefs, Let that cup pafs from me. 
But happily my thoughts were entirely taken 
up with heaven, and I exclaimed to myfelf, How 
pleafing is this cup! 

It is certain that in the eyes of faith there is 
no greater biefling than to unite ourfelves to 
death, before he ftrikes the laft blow. Since 
1 feel him within me, and draw him in with my 
breath, he feems difarmed of his terrors, and 
while my days diminifh, they become more va- 
luable, by bringing me nearer to eternity. 

Here the violence of my pains obliges me to 
lay down my pen—1 know not when, or if ever 
I fhall refume it. 

A moment’s eafe, after feven days and nights of 
continual pain, puts the pen again into my hand. 
One thing comforts me, that by the favour of 
heaven my mind acquires ftrength as my body 
decays, and there is only one thing that gives 
me real afflition. 1 have not done all the 
good I ought to have done, for which reafon 
I earneftly intreat you to pray to God, that 
he would pardon me, and deign to accept my 
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fmall remains of life, as an expiation for my 
fins. 

I die as I lived with gratitude to all who have 
done me fervice, and always your friend.—For- 
get me in the fight of men, before whom I fhall 
foon be only a portion of duft, but remember 
me before God, in whom I have refted all my 
hope, that I may not be covered with confufion 
in eternity. 

It has been his will to fhew me, in a dreadful 
manner, the nothingnefs of grandeur, even 
when I was furrounded with it, by mixing for 
mea cup of gall and wormwood. Bleffed be 
his name. 

If I have not the confolation of feeing you 
here, i fhall expe& you in eternity, where I 
hope we {hall enjoy the invaluable blefiing of 
meeting again in God, who will then be our 
univerfe, our element, and our life. 


This 26th of Auguft, 1774. 


FINIS, 
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